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Tus pagos that follow cdntain, with a fow alight altera- 
tions and corroctiqns, the bulk of throo difforont sories of : 
papors which I contvibuted, at protty regular intervals 
during tho yolta 1877-78—ono to tho local Mail, and the 
two others to tho Madras Times. The ‘Skotches’ in this 
collection avo divided into three Parts :~Pari I volating, 
moro particularly, to the different “ Castes”; Part IT being 

i desccptivo of Professions, and official or othor callings; 
whilo Part Y1f is dovolod to such of tho ‘special and 
supplomentary’ phasos of Nativo Life as could hardly, in 
wy opinion, bo omittod in an account of tho prosont stato 

four social organisation: 


(@eeTho very favorable rocoption thoso Skotohes’ mob with 
on their first appoaranco,* the exocodingly complimontary 
way in whiolt iid Maieens. of: hoth the abovenouiod journdla 

_avor0 ploasod to spenk of them, and tho oft-exprossed wish of 

“many of my frionda that L should ropubliah tem in dome 

*tonvoniont and prosorvablo shapo, have all induced me be 
submit tho presont volume to tho Roading Publio, whor,D 
luatib may servo to amuse or ontertain, if nob to odily,and, 
instruct, Though intonded mainly for the Huxopean reader, * 
theso Sketchos aro written from an ontiroly natiye,point of 
viow; and deal chiefly, with such points of interest in the 
“innor social lifo’ of the Hindu people as do not, from the - 
vory nature of things, lio within the range of tho ordinary _ 

» oltlaide observer, ‘ 


I am only too painfully conscious that my ‘Skotchon 
fall andly short of tho objoot with which they wore wrilton 
e=that, namoly, of endenvoring to intorost tho people ot 
Groat Britain and the Golonios in thoxo follow-nubjovts 
of theirs who poople this groatoxt Dopondoney of tho 
British Orown—and, in faol, of what L mysol! sould wish 
thom to be. Wore I, howovor, to hogin to rowrito thom 
just now (which I havo uo timo to do), I should eortainly 
end in producing a book fullox, poxlups, of inlormation and 
eyon intorest, but ontiroly difforont from my original pros 
duotions in print. Ifonco my almost absolute udhoronco to 
those originals in form os woll og in substance, Such ag 
they aro, howovor, I trust tho ‘Skotohes’ will bo nob un- 
worthy tho notico of those interested in tho grant’ quéstion 
of Indion Progross; and it will bo no small -sntisfnotien,to 
me, should my humblo offorts in this direction provo of a 
uge to those who can bring tho forco of thoi high position 
end influence to bear tpan all such qnostions 24 ooncorn the 
welfare of tho country, 

I should be guilty of gross ingratitudo, and utter wanb 
of good laste, wero I to omit hovo lo montion the vory gront 
obligations Tam undor to Wirntam Drany, Maqy 0. 23, 
formerly Dditor of tha Madrae Zines, and 0. A. Lawso¥, 
Faq, Propriotor and Editor of tho Madrua Aldi/, tur the 
kind assistance and oncouragemont thoy favored mo with— 
both these gontlomon having not only paid mo for my Con» 
tributions from time to time, but also having dono mo the 
furthoy favor of allowing mo lo ropring Lom as now, 


‘ ALY; 


Madras ; 
December, 1880. 
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nenmemane 


lis now Considorably moro than a 
contury sineo British Iulo has boon 
osteblished in India 3 and yot, wo holiove, 
thoro aro seureoly say two nations in tho 
world, undor similar Cirounstanoos, that 
Know soliltle of tho innor lifo and domestic 
habits and customs of Sach othor as tho 
Hindus and thoiy rulorg, This boliof of 
ours, wo would bog lonve to stato, is no 
moro whim or ‘hobby’ ; but ig amply borno 
out not only hy inoidonis of almost daily 
Occurrence in this Country, but also by 
tho absurd and amusing’ orvorg, though 
pardonable onough onos ina foroignoy,' wrth 
whioh books like Muanowy Tavion’s Lara 
ond, Scote and AnLAnpyen’y City of Sun- 
shine, abound in thogo portions whorg thoy 
allomph to portray tho homo Jifo and man 
novs of tho Indian peoplo, 


i] HEE HINDU HOM 


Ow prosout object, therefore, ie salaas 
bo the vondinyy padblie a xerios of Shetehe a, 
of which thisis iitonded te be Gio dnd, that 
will represent tho various plicsed of native 
thdian domostic Hfo, habits and aeiuaes as 
ute asx possible, if not exelimively, fron 
the purely mitive poing of view; and at) in 
providing readable matter of Chiba uatare, we 
can succood in diveating and fostering: Tat, 
intelligent dntoresb in bhoie Tndian fellows 
subjects, whigh wo rejoice bo kee his now 
hoon Cally awakonod in the uiuds of toy 
British people, thab in itsell will bo to win 
abindant recomponse, 


And now Tob ts proceed wibh the work ot 
dolinoabing, for bhe henelit, of one Mayehite 
yoadors, bho Hind home, whieh wo Iie 
chosen 2s the subjoet of ow preanh paper, 
for kovernl vonsons, [fis & well know fet, 
that man is atten best known iy fin aut 
voundings (mebmial as well as aval) nul 
which ho tives; whilo ibinan oynully wordy, 
though porhapa not quile xo familie, a 
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trath, that Architedture gonerally, and do- 
mowtbic Avchitecluro partivularly, twnishes a 
koy 4o many oLhorwise moponablo points in 
untiontl charactor and customs. ‘I'hon, too, 
before tromting of the diforent sub-divisions 
of the peoplo thomselvos, it may not be out 
of placo to funish tho voador with a short 
account of tho surroundings amongst which 
ho must oxpoct to find them, and to which 
wo shall continually ave occasion to refer 
in tho comse of tho proposed sories of § Pen« 
and-Ink Skotches,’ 


With us, llindus, bho idea of a homo is a 
grout doal moro sacred and binding than it 
is wilh tho vast majority of Wostorn, and 
in facb any olhor, nations; and, sinco wo 
wo vomerkablo for consorvatism, if wo aro 
romarkablo for mything, tho chiol points 
of intorosb both in tho oxtorior and inborior 
of en houses are, to m groub extent, tho 
namo nmong all castes or sub-divisions 
in ow’ socioby, ‘Thoro is not much of 
show, much less of tinsel, to moot the eyo 


4 THA TONE Taste 


in the outward appearmen ef He hones af 
oven tho wonlthiost of tlindur eserpl, 
indeod, in Lhe case of ome Anglicived reel 
olhonwise (s-culled) Conlipsht onal’ canals y- 
qnon who indulye in all ienypiwehle vay 
rios by way not only of howwas-lieedings, link 
also of droys, and oven the adaption af 
foroign manners, A very plain exterine val 
moot you as you approach the dwellonyy of 
the Hindu who has not dopnrted front tis 
simple and yet mont anitable enstorn of hoe 
fathors, A novvow atroct povels (poi, cout~ 
monly under tho oullandish amnnae of on 
veranda) consisting: of a pied (ov vail hve. 
mont) soino fave or threo foot tron the 
ground, covored by alight rool ol bantbona 
oy gli palmyra, surmounted by the eon 
yor, tile Bo faniliae hore, ring wlenge the 
whole front of tho dntilling. ‘his rant om 
Rupportod hy pilluns of tok an other autese 
dimbor ; md the whele veranda noryes tes 
doublo purpose of affording: rhotlee to the 
pansor-by, and, aseasionally, tompunany bude 
ing to tho poor and the sbeanpror, an alte al 
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warding off the solar glare from such of the 
inLovior aparlinents ag huppon to look slreet= 
winds. Inthe contro of this strool-porch 
avo w Low stops loading to the door, which 
is tho main, and most frequently tho only, 
mouns of ingross to and ogress from the 
hongo, Not only tho stops but alsa a good 
squaro-yord of ground in front of them, are 
xwopt clo, sprinklod with that IZindw 
domostic abominntion whichs friend of ours 
(loarnod in tho Anglo-Saxon tonguo) calls 
© cowdung solution? (1), and firther oma. 
monted with probly dovicos in powdorod 
chalk, ‘ho points that noxt attract ono’s 
attontion avo tho fostoon of loaves hing 
nlong the lintol, and tho threshold and the 
lowor halves of the door-poata hoing daubed 
over with aulfvon paste, and slroaked and 
dotlod ab vogulur intorvals with tho vod moul 
onllod fam humm, which is nosh commonly 
uso by nubive womon in the mark thoy 
woor on their forohoads, All this ornamon- 
dation, a8 Indood tho minutost dota in our 
aovin} onslonw, hese monning. Tho throsh« 
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olik is supposed to din tho fayenite fewerk 
of Laks, who ia the wile of esha (hls 
prosorving power m bho Hindi vind), arat 
who, as hor mane signifion, ie tot only Uns 
doified omberdimont, bab oabee the nouren af 
all woulth and prosperity. Chia, yon will 
observe how carefully, iu enters or hey ings 
tho house, all Hindus will ayoit treadtaye on 
tho theoshald: always atapytings aver ib wikke 
a onublion bordering: on positive roverones, 
On oithor side of the doureway are niches 
(most frequently brinnguhuy, ub in thon 
dogonorato days ofmuny uthor shapes) for 
Placing lamps in, hero aro some nia of 
those in the vorunday on eibhor pies bint 
thoy ave only entlod inde requisition ab care 
intorvals, on such gevastonn, For inebaws, as 
tho (Dipavalt) “ Voast of Lamy.” 


And now Job us enlor tin aun, Yo 
muxt bend prolly low unless yon apy 
4o bo rathor undor five feet in stature 
---bho distinguishing foabien ia the Tabs 
door-way hoings thot it in abmoybrquare, onc, 
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that is height seldom oxcenls five foot, 
boing often much lowor. The - door, wo 
should not omit to mention, is a massive 
conjunction of planks, fully an inch and a 
holf thick, with deoply sculptured cross- 
qiecos four, or avon five, times as bulky, 
Woll, passing through ‘this somewhat for- 
midablo entrance, wo como upon a lobby or 
entrance-hall witha pial, some seven or 
cight foot long hy throe or Jour broad, on 
your vight, wul a lockad-wp room on your 
lott, of which moro anon. ‘This part of tho 
houso is dignified with tho appellation of 
rézhis and is a sort of reception hall, no 
porsons of a casto lowor than tho ownor’s 
hoing allowed to pass furthor, exeapt undor 
oxcoptionnl cironmstinces, such as tho 
admission of n doctor in casos of sickness, 
Tho pind is used fora variety of purposes 
Dosidos that of souting visitors, he male 
smonthork of tho amily uso it as thoir 
dressing-room whon thoy take thoir poriodi- 
en] shave al tho barbers hands, Tho curd- 
sullor, the yogetablesyondor and other 
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simile individuads, of whore the family ure 
vogal conatitrenta, will wisonlie bere 
ovary morning; and, doposting Ghede hdkota 
or othor ineumbrances’ on the pial, keep 
shouting for the mistress of tho hone or 
somohory olay to come and bk wheeb ny 
bo nootled for tha day’s uno, Pore tay 
will vonpropgate fram morning: Lo noon, mal 
from night-fall to two or throe hours bhord- 
alto, almosl ovory typo and vardely of the 
gens begpar, komo ol thom indulging in 
most oxoorablo atkanpts ab vacul woaic 5 
others supplomontings whining: anppHontions 
with tha goud of cymbals and being 
insirmnents (1), wd obhoraapain yollingg at 
tho top of bheit voieus for “andy a mothe 


Sub of view,” 


Bub wo aro akwying loo long ins the 
ontemnes passage, Passing theogh the lobhy, 
and entering mother, smallor, dugr, wo come 
upon an inner yoru, skirting whe foroigns 
ors vighby bom the redoing: fonbare in 
Winds domesbis avelilocture, munely hes 
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quadrangular conriyard (culled amustam) 
which is similarly bounded on all four 
sides—tho several rooms of the houses 
opening on tho vorandas and thus securing 
the admission of » supply of light and sir 
which would otherwise be utterly impossi- 
ble, At the angle of the courtyard nearost 
the kitchen, is a well with a wooden. lattico- 
work {ramo insule, and « rope-and-wheol 
scaffolding above. Adjoming the kitchon, 
among tho inuor rooms, is ahalf-open apart- 
ment called tho ditem, which, being tho 
dining room, is always kopt scrupulously 
clean, Though tempted very much to do 
go hore, wo must reserve a doseriptidh of » 
nativo Indian moal for another occasion ; and 
prococd with our description of tho houso 
itself, In the samo line with tho kitchon 
and Initam, or ab right angles, ov, again, 
in Linos parallel to them are other rooms, 
chiefly those oreupied by the several mom- 
bors of tho family and fwmishod according 
to the occupant’s means. Among people of 
tho ‘tvice-born’ castes, as bhey are called, 
B 


LO ERR TUNDID Woalt, 


thore as always nm reont aot apa) for tha 
worship of tho funily, dutelay, aud other 
doibies ; and, besides tho adjumet. to nin h 
worship, the room will probably ala he the 
raveptaclo of all tho family valuables, 


And now, Instly, lor the room wo mens 
fiona as lyinge to our Teli as we entered: the 
house, this the stiberraom of the wholes 
establishmont, wad is under the iminediage 
control of the owt of the fimily. Th is 
mnply carpeted md enshioned, and may 
even conbiin a fow chairs and rofas, Mi 
walls are adotmed with mirrora and forvign 
prints *of no proab characbuy, cand luo tine 
play sae of Chase wall-known perapactives 
Jess painvings bhat our loval native avbiats 
alono ow produce, clieily — comprixinge 
xtalion? fron Hindu Mytholojy { On weil} 
ding and other fextive ocenions, thin apart- 
mont is furthor ounmmonted with tlewers, 
colovad paper ind tinsel, Cumigated with 
benzoin ant obherwiee perfumed, and aes 
Dbillintly hahtet up as cre timer will 
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allow. Nautehes and other social gather- 
ings will, of course, bo held here ; bul, 
during the groaber part of tho year this 
* heal room’? will be, as we have seen it, kept 
undor lock and key. 


Such is the avorago Hindu home, so far 
as its matorial adjuncts and belongings are 
concorned. In our next paper wo hope to 
‘bo able to introduce onr wreadors to ono, at 
loant, of tho many different kinds of peoplo 
who inhabit buildings of ts doscription, 
and soo how thoy live, and move, and havo 
their being. 


Mennwhilo wa irust wo shall not be con~ 
sidered as having taken up tco much spaco 
ox time for these comparatively minor fea- 
dures in tho sociul and domestic economy of 
the chief represontatives, in the present day, 
of tho original Aryan race. 
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 Mévadhfnam Jagatsarvan 7 
MeantridhGnan Goldens 
Fanmantem Brihmanddhinan ; 
Brita nd moonaitd nati? 


Ulrangration—Lho wholo world is undor the 
control of tho gada; Zhove goda ave under tho 
control of prayora eure) + Vhoro prayora 
avo under tho control of the Brahmans; 
(therefore) Lhe Brahmans ara our goda, | 


O roads ono of the most fumiliay, ail yet, 
porhaps, most fimdamentul, anon 

the savrod srtra (los) in thal systom of 
voligiona bolie! which, closely mitorwoven 
With ita sixbor-aystoms of jrvigpralonco and 
«philosophy, still rommanty Vho adinimtion 
and ghuly of tho lonenedl world, [bik no 
wondor, therefor, that, among a ptoplo 
who aro ossontinily conservative, noid who 
aro govornad by the tenola of this syaton 
with a despotism bint words woukl fail te 
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doseribo adequately—it is no wonder, wo 
repeat, that the Brahman, individually, and 
asa class, occupics the very highest postion, 
socially, politically, mentally and perkeps 
even morally, in tho great native Indian 
commonwealth. Ilence it is that we have 
chosen the Brahman for the subject for our 
present paper, 


The Brahman ‘caste,’ howevor; 1s so ramni- 
fied and sub-divided that it will be ne- 
cossary for us to briefly doscribe these 
different sects, chiefly for tho information 
of tho foreign roador, ‘the grand sub-divi- 
sion in tho Hindu religious systom is into 
the followers of Vishnu, who are iormed 
Vaishnava; and those of Siva, who are 
termed Sativa. The Vaishnava Brahmans 
aroagain sub-divided into throe sects, Aiyan- 
gar, Madhva, and GolkondaVyépari, Among 
tho Satva Brahmans wo havo tho Désasta 
tho Miydgt and tho Vatdihi sects, 


Tho Atyangé& soct is almost cntiroly con- 
fined to Southorn India ; or, strictly speak- 
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ing, to the Tamil coumbryy sines its members 
nob only apouk Tamil, no matier what part 
of tho vonntry they arn domivileting bub 
their whole vitnal is also in that longue, 
Our xoadora will heat rocopminn the 
Aiyangdy cnsto of Beal by one dexevile 
ing them as thosa weaving tho trident 
mark, consisting of a yellow or senvleb 
atronk with tivo white onos on olthor aide, 
jeinad at the bottom vithor by a wmetued 
onrye, or by wv third anal white atroak juat 
hotween tho eyebrows, wud a din of the 
whito paint, in the form af a trinnglo coming 
down the nose, his slight difforenea in 
tho making of tho sake donotes a turther 
sub-division af Ghe ease inde the Te gad’, 
and Vadayela’ sects, ‘Thoxo two domi-saihe 
divisions, so to sponk, have only religions 
differonces, eating in cael obhor’s honwea wid 
oven inbor-marrying, ‘Me gront jhamt= of 
this particular kind of Vaiklumya Brat 
in any town or village is the vieinity of a 
Voishnava Lomplo— a lurgo majority of them 
boing omployed as servants, aad obherwian 
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hanging on the sacred establishment, The 
scono abe bank in frontofono of theso 
tomples any morning might form a picture 
porfect in its ‘Orientalism’, Snppose wo 
visit ono of thom, You havo to descend by 
some half a dozensteps to come to tho water- 
edge, Tho stops extend almost all round 
tho tank, which is some fifiy feet square. 
See what a motley group is collected 
before you, To your right, thore is an 
Aiyangar gentloman who has just finished 
his ablutions and prayors (the letter almost 
invarinbly accompany the former according 
to Hindn usago) ; and he is particularly 
prepossessing specimen of this particular 
sub-division of the human race. A white 
cotton cloth, about twolve cubits in Iongth, 
by threo in breadth, with a border on either 
side of red and yollow silk, fully four inches 
broad, is the solo garment in which he 
is clad, but which, noevortheless, sets him 
off 1o considerable advantage. Wo wish, 
though, ho had fowor of thoso ‘marks’ on. 
Boing slripped to tho waist, and wanting, 
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probally,-to mako up Sor lack of vorture, 
le has painted these mus on ovary 
conccivable put of his temk, not even 
oxoopling such ont-of-theeway sud almost 
unpainteblo plecos es the mupo of tho ncok, 
and tha contre of the back whore theespine 
moots the grain, ‘uming away from thia 
almost tigorspaintud erontie, ome attention 
is drawn to a group of women in tha ren, 
distanvo, Ono of thom is washing onb a 
cloth (for lmmaross’ work fornia ti vory fair 
proportion of domestis duly smong ou 
womon), anothor is having a sort of sornb 
bath, which the obthois seo to hve 
fnishod, for wo observe their porfectly 
aaturatod guruonts clingmy to thoiv Tins. 
Hach of the womon has browsht wa luge 
brass vossol for currying deinteinyg water ba 
the houso ing and, after diy lnrmishing 
and roplonishing the sino, fhe whole party 
will soho! in singls filo towarda thoiy 
rospoctiva houses, Mien, look a little in 
{yon of you 5 and what do you hohoht! A 
man stlippod bo tho week, anc with has 
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nother garmonts tucked wp above the knee, 
standing in the water with the thumb and 
forofingor of his sight hand closing tight 
over his nostrils, the little finger painfully 
lifted up (heaven-wards %). He is perform- 
ing perhaps tho most holy and certainly.the 
most binding, of ceremonies in. the ritual 
entailed on every Brahmon—to wit tho 
Géyatrt, or prayer to the sun, Ij may not 
be out of place to mention here that it is 
owing to the impossibility of being able to 
porform this coromony on board s ship that 
the orthodox Hindu considers a Brahman 
to have lost his caste and social status direct 
ly he crosses the water! One more sclec~ 
tion from the scene before us, and we have 
done, We need be under no compunction 
whatever as to our deseorating the guja- 
porn sanctity or otherwise wounding the 
religious foclings of tho two young fellows 
whom we now approach, and who salute 
us with a ¢ good morning’ instond of the 
traditional namaskdvam (worghip), They 
aro also Brahmans; but Brahmans of the 
© 
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 Trumayeoka agd jac”? * clogs, 8a admirably 
taken off not only by tho “inimitable Dave! 
bt also by tho woll-known author of 
“Lays of Ind” ; but wo aro unsblo to any 
whother thoy aro Aiyangara or nol, since 
they have not yob paintod on thoir ‘mary’ 
if indood thoy at all troublo thomaelvos 
with going through auok an old-fanglod 
operation, Wo foar theso two young followa 
aro too dogonorate to go through # bath or 
pufain faoty thoy ora not ashamed to 
avow that thoy oan more ousily spout Mruron 
ox Scorn, than they oan ropeat thoir own 
Sameketé prayora | Woll, eo much for tho 
Atyongdr section of tho Brahman commu« 
nity, in closing our short nobico of whom, 
howovor, wo ought nob lo lonvo our roadore 
vndor tho improssion thub tho Aiyangdr 
hagno voprosontative in tho highor walke 
of lifoe Tho socond highest paid native 
oMoial undor Govornmont in thia Prosidon~ 

* THinduatant for ‘alwayy fo forward’the 
Hindu ! Hecelsior', 
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ey is on Alyangar ; so, too, was the firat 
native member of the local Legislative 
Council ; while if would be only too” 
essy to multiply instances of Aiyangdr 
gentlemen filling positions of importance 
and influence, with credit to themselves 
and their patrons. And now for the Madhua 
sub-division of the Vaishnava Brahman 
class. The members of this sect are more 
widely distributed, not only over this 
Presidency but oven found in the extreme 
northern ond western ports of the country, 
These Brahmans almost invariably have the 
titlo of “ Raw”; and are to be found in 
every rank of life, from that of the pyofes- 
sional cook, or sweot-meat seller, to that of 
the highest in the land, We den’t believe 
there is any ono class of nadives who are to 
bo found in such numbers, both in Govern- 
ment service and other situations of impor 
tance, Witness, « g., the lists periodically 
published of Doputy Collectors, Tahasildars, 
ef hoe genus omne, The caste mark of the 
Madhoa consists of a civenlar spot of black 
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paste in the contro of the forohond, from 
the adge of whose oircumforenen there runs 
a narrow Didok lino upwards to the roots of 
thohair, Stamps, bearing iupresaions af the 
digoug and conch (tho onblemsa of Vishnu, 
aro dippol in siundal-wood paste, anil 
prossod against tho chouks, shoulders, and 
difforont paris of tho chest, hy way of 
furthor ormmmentation in tho ‘mark’ dinw, 
Our recollections of the Afadiva Brahman 
ayo, for by fay the groatur port, associated 
with tho“ Ovseherry”. (oy publio life). elo- 
ment of Anglo-Indian (rithor. thin native 
Indian) Jifo in this comntry; and thin ole- 
mont wo intond soruprlouly to avoid 
introducing into this aorioa of papora. So 
wo aball conoludo our remarks concorning 
thom with what wo tenet will not bo regard- 
od ag. an importinent complinent, namoly, 
that in a country whore goud looka are 
rathor the rulo than the oxcoption, AfadAan 
« Brahman women oxce) in beauty, “thin 
which,” asa woll-known English weiter hax 
said, “ no eloctro-biology ix morepolont." 
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Laat ia the Golkonda Vyapari clas 
whom woshall dismisa very summarily, since- 
they aro a very small ‘olsss and’ almost, 
anknown beyond that portion of the Telugu 
‘country known ag the Northern: Sirkars. 
The sect is but of recent origin ; and, 
strangely enough, its members: are. part 
‘Vaishnava, part Saiva. Their cooks fond, 
cooks in a ‘Brakman house-hold muat 
be particularly holy’ (2) men) are Vaish- 
nave ; butthosa whe attend to thelr spiri- 
tual wants are Saina, They commonly wear 
the (Vaishnava) trident ‘ mark ; but snbsti- 


tute Saiva ashes for iton al} coromonial 
occasions. 


We now como to the Saiva, who are, por~ 
haps, the most numerous in this part of 
India, The Désasta may bo disposed. of in a. 

‘fow words; for he. may he briefly described, 
as being almost identical with the Madiwa, 
talking Kanarese or Maharathalike him,and 
almost exclusively fod. in the. seoular ce 
partments of livelihood. 
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The Niydgi and Vuidikt svete ava tha two 
chief subdivisions in the claus of Saiva 
Brahmans known as Smiirtay—tho formor 
(Niydgi) boing ongagod in aeonlar pursuits 5 
whilo, as thoi namo implioa, tho Vatdikt 
sect is ontiroly dovoted to tho discharge of 
sacordotal and ocolosiaationl functions, Thus 
you will find the Karanam (accountant) ino 
village, or tho Iload Qumasta (olork) in a 
Taluk Magistrate's office, rajotoing in tho 
title of ‘Pantulu,’ whichia that propor to 
the Wiyégésoots while, if you want a los.nod 
Pondit, or tho Purdhita (priast) who ofciatos 
at marriago or funoyral coromonioa, you will 
probably bo introducod ton gentlonun plonti- 
fully bosmearod with tho ‘auhos’ sacred to 
Siva, ond anaworing to a long uaprononnco« 
Ablo namo, onding in ‘Sdesbri, whioh ia tho 
honorific to which all lonrnod mombora of 
tho Vatdthi soot aro ontitlod. 


Snoh is a briof, and, as wa aro only bao 
painfully conscious, inadoquata and incon 
plote, akotoh of tho chiof Brahman avets in 
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Southern India, Had wo more time and 
space, we might easily, and with equal 
pleasure ond profit, have gone into the 
home lifo and social customs and manners 
of these people; but this we must reserve 
for » subsequent article, 


‘No, IL (A)-—-DIF MIN A BRAIIMAM 
HOUSHITOLD. 


Pesieeaiecs 


8 wo indiomod ab tho conolusion of 
ont last papor, wo puepoxo just now 
to furnigh the roador with ashort account of 
tho domoatio lifo and ouatoms of the Brake 
man costo of Iindus, a8 exhibited in thoir 
ovory-day lifo and ocoupations, Wich of 
thoro social customs has a cortain aignifi« 
conco attached to it; and, heneo, its pore 
formanca is onjoinod ag part and portion of 
that infloxiblo aystom af privataratt by 
which tho vast majovity of our countrymen 
avo till govornod, 

Wo foar thattho grontor partol Brahmans 
rosiding in or in tho vicinity of, largo towns 
aro moro or loss Loo Anglioisod to sorve ny 
reprosontativas of tho alaas lo which thoy 
bolong, Teneo wo muat trouble the roador 
to accompany us, in thought, ton middlo~ 
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sized Mofussil station. Wo will here find 

a street or stroots, or just as often ade- 
tached plot of ground, set apart wholly 
for the residence of this holy (Brahman) 
caste, and going under the appollation of 
Agrahavam, It is the cleanest, perhaps the 
healthiest, site in the whole locality. The 
houses are more or less after the fashion 

of that depicted in our first paper, and so 

wo will not say much more of them here, 

than that they are kept very neat and clean, 

evincing an air of comfort so thoroughly 

oriental in all its aspects as to leave lasting 

and lively impressions for good on tho 

foreign beholdor. 

Our present businoss, however, is to con~ 
corn ourselves with the oconpants of those 
houses, the Agrahértha, as tho dweller in 
an Agrahdvam ia named; and, with this 
object in viow, lat us go up to what sooms 
to be one of tho best houses in the whole 
group bofore us, It is tho houso of ono of 
the most influential mombors of tho village 

D 
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Pealonan community, nd on ifs: stroot-pinl 
aro collocted a fow of his frionda, who have 
juat rojurnod, dong with himaolf, from tha 
morning bath and pga, and who avo now 
hotly disoussing somo voxad point of Cur 
Kram (Suuskvit logio) or Vyakuranam (Gram 
mar). ‘Tho loaned gontloman avo all ceased 
simply onough, in fact too seantily, anc 
oven indecently, according to  woularn 
conceptions. A. odaltt (waist oloth) some 
tavolyo cubits Jong, olaboraloly puokoroil 
up in front, with ono ond folded nuyrow, 
passod Totwoon tho loga and ingortod ab the 
waist, covors tho nobhor oxtromitina from 
tho loins downwards, and tho vost of the 
body is loft bavo, if, indond, you oxcopt thy 
attortyam (appor cloth) which limys, neo 
foldod nuvow, on ono shouklor, Tho howl 
which is also loft havo, ia shayod close na 
aro aldo tho board and monatwhos, it boing 
positively irvoligions (1) for a Bruin to 
wont any of thesa; having only a tft of Tinie, 
eallod stkia st tho extvomity of the crown, 
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just at the place whore Roma Catholic 
priests carry the mark of the tonsure. 

Let us entor the house and gee what sort 
of oreatures the womon of tho household 
ave, and how they spend their day. A 
Sudva servant has just brought in a num- 
ber of brags and copper utensils, used over~ 
night, at the sight of which » woman, 
probably a daughter-in-law of the family, 
emorges from the kitchen, and begins sprink~ 
ling them with holy water, previous to 
removing them inside for use. We will 
sketch her as sho stands, with the holy 
wator still in hand, Sheis a fair averago 
spooimen of the Smarta Brakmant (fom. of 
Brohman) ; is of middle height and very 
woll developed physical proportions, Ter 
complexion is that peculiarly Indian shade 
of brown known as bamboo, while her hair, 
which is noatly plaited up at the back of 
tho head, and eyes aro of that lustrous 
purply blecknoss which is uttorly unknown 
beyond the regions of the tropics, Her 
dvess consists of a single piece of cloth, or 
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vathor aille intorsporsot with flux, a fabric 
which is naod by Uto Bralunen and the 
higher ovstes whon thoy ave in tho stato 
of meadt (eovomonial pity). ‘hia piven 
of drapory is of n divly grey color ret off 
hy a bright scarlet berdar shot with yellow 
or whilo silk, and a similw horder at ono 
ond largoly ommementod also with silver 
tluoad, Th is sixloan te oightoon aubila 
long, by two to threo broad, aud, in ite 
almost artistio dispoanl, compriscs akirt, 
mentle, and ovon tronsora (1), ml tn 
ono, A sill choli,ns it is onllod, ia won 
on the bust asa half-hodieon, ho Win 
fomale costume, howavor, aa some of our 
roudora may bo aware, is commonly, and 
porhaps nob unjustly, considared incomplety 
without tha adjuncts of jowollory,  Acuard+ 
ingly, wo find owe Hrakmani swoaring 
nocklavo, omrings and bragolots of gull, the 
pendant io the nagklace, mel ono af the 
ourerings being abludded with roughly-cub 
somes of somo Small veluo, andl anklet and 
fou rings af silvor, Bach of Uh pivcus of 
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jewellory would form « porfect study to 
the forsign artist—tho chief fenturein them 
boing that they are exceedingly solid and 
massive—boing, according to time Hindn 
fashion, made more with « view to intrinsic 
value, than to mere prettiness, Our des- 
cription would be incomplete if we omitted 
to mention that every visible part of the 
Bruhmuni’s body is besmeared with saffron, 
with an additional coating of sweet-smelling 
sandalwood paste on the throat, honds, and 
arms, Last, though not least, is the caste 
mark, a circular spot made of the vermilion 
paste called kuniwnam in the centre of the 
forehead. Such is the wife of the learned 
gentleman whom we Jeft disonssing gyram-~ 
mar and logio on the street pial, Leaving 
this lady to her culinary and other household 
pursuits, leé us proceed to soe who tho other 
occupantsol the house are, Leaning against 
one of the wooden pillars of an inner veranda, 
ig an old widow, the mother of our friend 
ontside. In accordance with the stern and 
almost barbarous, buton the whole very 
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wholesome, custom of proventingg wulows 
wowing any kind of ornament ov indulging 
in any physical gratilioation, yon will find the 
old Indy elnd ine single yanmment of pate 
yollow cnlico, and, with hor hendl slaved, 
prosenting & moat maightly spuotaclo, Then 
thoro aro tho old ndy’s younger vhildren, 
couplo of boyn who wo away all dny ab 
xohool, muda younger deaghtor (the uldine 
having boon givon away in anwringo nba 
distumco)of six or Boven you's,” 


Bro long tho mond will bo roady, and tho 
mastor of tho houso will procewl, atti 
washing his hands and Sevt, and envobings 
himeolf in w silk gavmont, to the work ar 
Advaturohaniw (lit. worshipping af Cod) 
which immodiatoly procudes blab af futiv 
fying tho innoy mun, 


Tho orthodox Indu dooa not onra fur 
dining table, orockory, or ontlivy. — Sryutit« 
ting on tho floor, with a cool, claan, pline 
tuin-loaf bofore him for a plite, and Uns 
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fingors of his right hand to do duty for 
knifo, fork and spoon, the “Aryan brother 
of tho far Bast’ will do full justice to a 
quantity of vice, curries, ghee, curds and 
* sweot-meats at which a foreigner would sim- 
ply stand aghast, At his left, there is a 
vogsol (of bell-metal, silver or gold, accord- 
ing to the eator’s, or his host’s, circumstances 
in life) containing water, sometimes 
swootened with tho coarse comtry sugar 
and porfumed with oardamoms, the cusous 
and other swoot-smolling roots, At Hindu 
moals the mon eat first, the women nttend~ 
ing {to their wants; and, after these lords of 
creation have eaten their fill, and ropaired 
to another: apartment to chew betel-nut 
and spices, provious to the traditional siesta, 
tho women will sii down and have their 
food, Aftor this, tho floor of the dining 
voom will boswoptolean, andaprinkled with 
cow-dung and wator; and then the women 
too will indulgo in a snooze, gotting up in 
time, howeyor, for going throygh anothor 
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conrad of swooping, cooling, ating, &a,, 1 
in tho morning, Not unfroquonlly tho ordi~ 
navy voutino of the houaohold will be dia- 
turbed by tho porformanaa of a areddles 


(or coromony to tho manos of dopnrind - 


ancestors) or Koma ofhor similar coromony; 
dotails of whioh, it would ha wowying tho 
yoadoy Loo muoh by goiuginte just now; but, 
gonorally spooking, thore ave fow, if mny, 
pointe of importance or intoreab for ono to 
note other than thoao we have now notload, 
though somowhal briofly, in tho ovory-day 
lifo of an avorago Bralonan housohold, 
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et 


HIS, as many of our: readers must be 

aware, is the second (in. pomtof social 
status) of the four principal sections inte 
which Hindu society is divided according to 
the system of ‘caste ;’ and it is, at the same 
time, the most difficult to be described, 
becanse almost entirely unknown in this 
(the southorn) partof India. Not long ago, 
somo highly venturesome spirits belonging 
to the Shanar (toddy-drawor) people in 
Tinnevelly, took up a good deal of public 
attention by endeavouring to prove, some- 
what ingeniously it must be confessed, that 
theirs was the caste that represented the 
Kshatriya population of Southern India, 
and that, therefore, they'were entitled to 
adopt ‘Raja, os theix proper caste desig~ 
nation. Wo are nob aware, however, and 
history sayeth not, that this somewhat 
tapossible, though certainly not inglorious, 
attempt at raising thomselves in the social 
scale mot, oris ever hkely 1o meet, with 

zg 
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any aignal eco, Wo mntion Uae fork 
simply to stato that, in err present paper, 
wo do nob purpexa entering the Lintte 
of no highly intorvatinys, and dombllet odie 
fying, n contvovoray, 


Lob it suflieo, far eur present prumpons, to 
any Ghat Kehadrtye (in the widens wignifions 
tion of bho town, and that Wo in whiek wa 
now uko it) ian donignation only. applicutle 
to tho diroct doxusendaute of tho oarlioat 
known ralora of. Hindn kingdoms, and 
foundors of ITindn dynaation naw almont 
defunct, ‘To go furthor into tho dovivation 
or mouning of tho werd will ho toe great 
a digrossion, 


Without furthor profaee, therefore, wo 
“may stato thaty in Southern India, the 
Kehatriya onato ia almoat ontiraly vaprenant- 
od by tho fnmilion of patty princoa ant 
tho highor clans of land-holdera, while thera 
aro n good many othor acta, proeominonily 
tho Muaharatha and Rajput, who clainy for 
thomaslyos tho like honor, 
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The roader, therefore, who would have a 
glimpse into native Indian Kshatriya life 
must visits Samastanam, asthe establish- . 
ments of these great landholders are called. 
The Swmastanam palacé. consists of a large 
building, or’ rather series of connected 
buildings, oll within the same enclosure. 
and haying perhaps, but one common 
entrance, the gateway often being of 
proportions sufficiently lofty to allow of 
an elephant with hauda (housings) passing - 
under, On. either side of the gateway 
are apartments sep aside for the accom~ 
modation of the Zamindar’s (that is the 
native term for a landholder who lays 
protension to the rank and title of 
Raja, which, sa we havo. alresdy re- 
marked, is only the Kshatriya’s) retainers, 
somo of whom, quaintly armed, and 
yot more queerly clad, are playing at keep- 
ing sentry. On thosumwit of the gateway 
iss large room, with » projecting. window 
or covered balcony: of finely carved’ wood- 
work, which. foreigner might readily 
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niatake fox a wateheduwo and whigh, for 
aught wa kuow Lo the contrary, aight have 
many a story of anaiont smaitial aahinve~ 
monta to toll, dnab new, however, it te 
tho prosprotshouno of the meena, or 
women’a aparimouts, whenoo it id renebed. 
‘by a complication of dark paaanges ani 
narrow staironaad. On all foatival ooon« 
sions, or Whon a wedding or othor prooon» 
pion happons to pasa that way, wnybody 
«who takoa tho trouble of looking up might 
oasily catoh sight of tiny vono-tinted (or 
rothor inne-bintad) fngor-tipa insartod, 
by way of Swidonors, in tho vonotiana and 
glimpaoa of gay colorod garmonta, apottnd 
and atripod with gold, provokingly, tanta 
Naingly, viaiblo through tho wooden Inubiow~ 
work of tho baloony, Rosidos commanding 
not only tho outlook of nlmost tha whol 
town, but alaon magniflount viow of the 
conntry for reoyornl ainiles avownd, Ghat 
proapootrhouss of thous id about the only 
plaoo, in the wholo nuns of the Avmiudlar'a 
buildinge, whore tho ladiow of lus fumuly 
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can enjoy the frosh air, oxcepting, of course, 
the udyanavanam or pleasure grounds, at a 
distance, to which visits are not unfre- 
quontly paid. 


‘Well, passing under the gate-way, we 
enter on a courtyard, that must have been 
paved some fow centuries back, surrounded 
by anumber of quadrangularly conjoined 
apartments, some filled with lumber, some 

sdoing duty for the cart-shed or cattlo-stall, 
jothere fitted up temporarily as theresidence 
ypf some of the Zamindar’s many retainers, 
vand others again, miserably matted ond 
carpeted, dignified with tho appellation of 
‘outoherry’ rooms, whera you will probably 
find asolitary clerk or socountant soribbling 
awoy fast and furious, with » spattoring quill, 
with the most villainous of inks, on exeorable 
papor, or, just as often, with the iron style of 
byo-gone days on strips ofdry palmyralonf, 
Those front rooms, in partioular, and the 
wholo block of buildings genorally, are most 
ungainly in appearance, being built of brick 
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and eclumam, material xo linblo, torinfigurns 
ment oni doeny, so onaily Diidtored neat dine 
colonreil, ovinving that “mem wtvife he« 
toon tho eloments md ataeaal? Pho row 
of rooms furthest away from thy sbroot | 
{avo-storivd, the wppor story contaidiag ¢ F 
Zamindard own apartaenta and thither Jet 
na pwaccod, an heal wa may, aver aevvaking, 
dilapidatod, ataireaso that gronng and ahivera 


at avory slap wo taka, ‘ 


Wo rogrot that, to bo true, wa cannot do 
soribo tho Zamindar at homo na pti 
proposseasing, UalfJonnging, half apray 

ing on a filthy, groany, tloor-cloth (af what 
was originally vdvet Dordevl with geld) 
aprond over a low otfonun, hin oxtorunl 
appenranco is shuply ropulive, Rluodshat 
oyos, looking vioionsly out of grinly wlingpy 
oyebrows, inn dull, almost domoninal, star, 
immense monstachor, all out of ound, at enge 
ging, ovor flabby, firrowail chevka mil 
conrsoly aensual lips— tho wholo face, infact, 
fonning 6 true index to tho charactor of a 
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confirmed debauchoe almost invariably held 
by this class of people, who, in the tvaddle 
of the day, are spoken of ns“ native noble- 
men.” [ “A rather different sort of animal 
this” wo think we hoar tho reader exclaiming, 
“ from the richly (if absurdly) dyessed and 
heavily bejewelled Raja whom we mot 
the othor day on the Grand Stand at the 
Races, or who received a 0.8.1. ship at 
tho Dethi Durbar.” Of cowse, there are 
“jntervals—Iike tho ‘Incid’ ones of an 
Pes person—when the Zamindar bo- 
~~" haves himself a little moro like a rational 
being. But really, with little or nothing 
tq do, besides gambling or drinking, wit- 
nossing cook-fights or zushti (wrestling), 
varied by occasional visits to or from the 
many mombors of his haram, what is an 
uneducated fellow to do, who is com- 
paratively rich, and who has been brought 
np fiom infancy amid the very worst of 
Influonces, physical, moral, and even menial ? 
So we are always willing and ready to 
admit that, asa rule, the Zomindar is ono 
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of those more sinned aygninet tae sans, 
and he hav, therefore, ear abivorent pabys 
ut wo also fol that to pain’ hin chiorently 
from whatwo inve done now, wonkd be 
anorifloing tenth to offerk of a dana uit 
whilo it © daleen,’ alao dole. : 


All womon, howovor poor, of the Kyline 
triya osate, boing strictly socluded froin Che 
migouling gave, Wo rogrol wo cannot den 
owrsolves tho plonauro of trontingg ovr 
rondora to an nccountof thoirwaynund monn, | 
And what, too, cms wo may about Kulutriyns,” 
childven more thin sboutather children t . 


Cookery in a Mahatriya heusulald ome 
braces 6 largor oxtunt of materiel than ins! 
othor Hindu ouatos, ynainbore, of thin Lome 
allowod to eat tho floah ofaltaniniala, oxcoytt: 
the snored cow, Hunting and shootings 
boing slwaya favorita pastimes with the} 
goune ‘Raja’, gamo ia v atanding dik’ ot 
alt Kshairtya monla--moond slowing, 
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Such, briefly, is the Kshatriya in Southern 
Fadia or at Jonst the host known typo of his 
oagte. JE our picture is not one calculated 
igolely to ploase, wo trust, at all events, it 
‘Hs the morit of being truo to the averago 
‘original, 


*y 
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Ce ceed 


i dorm wo have chosin die thes 
hoading of this paper ia Weahmn i 
tio (Sanskrit) appollation al Unt siete 
sion of tho Vindu people who are commune 
ly known by tho suvnamo of Chetlé in Ui 
conmon younaculia of this part of tie 
country, Tn largo Lowney like tho sons of | 
tho Prosidoney Gevouuuents, tha Veteye 
hag, thanka to a lihoral education, entered 
tho acne of publio life; und anny das Cons 
not only ab tho dosk or comer, bing who un 
tho highor ieinds of postr ia State oe other 
sorvico, According to the touvta of the 
Bralunaniatio ayntom, lwwover, (lo whieh 
tho Vataya olings with porlnpa a note Hit 
ovdinury amannt of that conser yvabhan whiol 
ia ahoub tho moxt prominent fouling in caine 
national charactor) ho legitimate eae ob 
this eagbo id morehmutine; and, hone, atu 
mong the bading elect of tha auliva 
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community that you must look Lor a spoci- 
mon of tho Vatsya, 


Suppose wo tako a morning walk into the 

, principal bazaar stroot of an “up-comnbry 
station,” ag tho inforior Indian towns aro 
styled, Wo will hore meot with almost 
evory possible varioty of tho gonus Ohdti, 
which is tho proper designation of tho 
Vatayo caste. Thovo 1s tho wholosale donlor 
in. all articlos of houschold consumption 

_ 7h burly and big,” waddling about as onor- 
eotically a8 his corptilont carcase of a body 
i allow him to do, now, it may bo, 
driving « hard bargain, now tendering pay- 
imont of oarnost menoy, and now again 
making the most, vohoment of protestations 
to a oustomor whom ‘ho has most probably 
sottled with a bad purchaso, Te is a man 
of vory considorable importansa, this Ohettt, 
jn. his town, boing not only a vondor and 
purchasor on a probly largo seale, but also 
tho owner of sovoral houses, and morigagoo 
of govornl more, boing tho principal Sakukar 
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{or money-fyadon) ih dhe phen, Hie eae 
dann itey bu worth whout a taatied capees, 
and nay hevo tho addition ene 
tion of Dobyy ho meet srabeliln for rete 
dents in the derrid gone; but, ta on (andi« 
virtual) way of thinking ab is mnpciledy 
Innpmopriaty to tis wearer, rend wttoly 
fails to moot bho requirements ob dee ney av 
onl busta, Ta tho good old times, wha 
dyeods tnd tills, matla and inusling, wore 
ag Ronreo, and looked upon wit ns mel 
abhorronca, as hoots und hronily, wa word 
content to Kinil on attivn (o almply Lend 
plodes of crtico~ono to alothar leper amid 
loins, tho othor to do duty tor abit, vert 
coat and oven ninntle, whale tle tee 
covorad thy load in whab han heen sears 
od an “tho gravefil fol of tha payrit 
(londeloth) 5 lat we, or rathor ony fore. 
fathers, look good ena Unt the cumbry~ 
apm yarn out of which the aod parmiuata 
(expecially Hho lower onex) wore woven wan 
Of mnole A TOXbUTO AN Lo Hetil ae dan Sante 
of case aid Uh(Qiess with a ininimin uf 
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) éxposure, Tagine, thorofore, how ridion~ 
sJons and unbecoming (oven in native eyes) 
‘a great, big, black, bloated mass of doform- 

a (nnd porhaps evon disoased) Kémati flosh 
isn seem when dressed up in somi-trans~ 
yparoné garments of the vory finest white 
calico heavily bordered and odged with 
gold laco! This costumo is supplomented 
by an amount of solid gold and coarsely 
bogommed jewellery, a display of which, 
undor tho auspicos of the British ‘Raj,’ 
pao members of tho Kéomati class, both malo 
it fomalo, are conspicuous for indulging 


iy 
} 


i 

Then, for anothor style of Vatsya: there 
is tho broker in cotton, indigo, and othor 
similar objocts of export trade, ILe is pro~ 
bably spout to some Huyopean firm in the 
metropolis; and is, theroforo, moro or loss 
Anglicised in his appoaranco as well as his 
tastos, io not only sports a cont of 
Wostorn cut and fashion, with a ‘swoll’ 
watch and chon, but largely intorsperses 
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hia vornnculue convertion with breery 
tind cortainly not bho most polite of expiiyce 
gions in whet iy culled “fredder Mnygtioh 


Thon there tx the Malige (retail) bros’ 
men, whom yor will flan tajuattedt \ 
unlike wo lye loud in tho anbdab of hin war? 
Daskots of grainy onions, poppin, walt Le 
tamarind, dabbas (vommbeyenacedt freshly 
Inyg) of oft ov elaviftl butler, nnd nfo 
small jars containing wpiaod ave the on 
total of his atockeine tile, if you exeop ble 
solitary picon of Tnenitare on whieh heety 
loaning (and whigh cambines in ited! mite 
chowst, chair, buble, an haole-aholt,) aa well 
aaa couple of pia af coal, mrad blaeie on 
four dilforent: meneaves,  Riuebtiaer, se we 
notioad alvandy, Like a otedens eptsiinen ot 
tho ugly venomous roptile in whens puny 
Satan id wei fo Inve feat appronetionl the 
mothor of mankind, with thee male stylet 
wdnyrn Loaf lay-hoole of ponorations yous 
hyo, abrippet fo the waint, blame dinphayert a 
dirty litte oily, unwashed Heady, Tis ust leony 
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limbs barely covored with a picco of shont. 
“cotton that most havo boen white at somo 
“veiiote poriod in tho past, this Ohetti is not 
‘particularly: pleasing: subjoot for .contom- 
Intion, but:ho is novertheloss a-very fair 
adimen of the average Vadeya in Southorn. 
 Tadia, and xoprosonis a vory industrious, 
“and eminently ' respectable soction of the 
“Hihda community. 






nutside tho bavanr, but intimately asso- 
CC ihod with the intorior oconomy of Vataya 
\™ blety, avo two other dosoviptions of their 
i llow oastomen, to wit, cooks and corpse 

vows, Both these classes of gentlemen 
¢ of course indisponsablo, thoy manage 
ake up 0 fair income, though occupying 
‘@ very lowest position in thoir own caste, 
aand dortainly coming in for no sharo of the 
imiretion ov affoction of othors, 















‘Our dosoription of the Vaisya sock would 

{nconrplecoif wo omitiod to montion tho 

6 branch of business th which thay dabbie 
r) ; 
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protty oxtonnivoly, expecially in tho Mofun« 
sil, is the kouping of oatingyhouson, oliatly 
for tho convonionco of travellers, who, 
howovor, vory avaly HC over get Ghee 
monoy’a worth, mnlosd porliaps in the enna 
of a frond ov Mntrodnoce (to coi a ward) 
of somo ono in mubhariby. 


Worhouldulee alate, for the vadar’a ine 
formation, tat tho Vataya in wie third andy, 
Jog sub-division of whit ma entlod % 
“tyvicoehorn? castoay and, ax mmombe 
thoreol, Vatayes avo ontitlod to wane 
Yajnopanitans ov holy throwd (worn ao 
tho lof) shoulder) in common with tho me 
aren and Kehatriya castes, 





And now for Vadsya women. hay ave, 
ag a rng, aboul the Tenat Mevared of Uidinn 
womankind, so Sir nd pood Jooks wr con» 
corned; bb thorocan he buttiltledenbt that 
fhoy bowr tho palm for jroo honanwifory 
and induatey, Mya inaydinata lave of manay, 
which has notoimpeity born aexurtbod ag 
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“the besetting Tindu sin, may havo a good 
* doal to do with this industry and thrift; 
Fy 2 but still thoro ib is; and it is a yory pleasant 
Nauty for us to placeit prominontly on rocord 
on, so briof, and necossarily imperfect, an 
Segount of ono of the most influential, and 
perhaps even interesting, sub-divisions of 
Native Society, 


No. V—!EiT SUPRA. 


Wy" havo now resahat the v (ef 
tho fom principal cusbetlus 
mosé nemorousy if not the moat iafunt, 
rootion of tho Hintoo papulntiodaml 
horo, aa in writing “Tho Bralmag wo 
aro boot with tho diMeulty of tronth 
subjood individually—so pratt ave tha 
divigions into which tho Hin Araden 
clas is split up. Dod na Deiafly onratorata 
tho principal of thero “xuh-iivisiony,” 
Pivat, thove avo tha agriottluralist alana 
propriotory undlabouring, Nhe formor are 
known by tho nane af Vildéher in the 
Tamil, and Yilama, Kemme, or Sign, in 
tho Tolugn, country, ho Inibor are ohivily 
roproaontud hy tho Venniyar in tho,tarmile 
apouking districts; whily among tho Voh- 
gua, iio poovor mambots of Lo proprivtay y 
apviouliuving onntos are the Inhoror, "Mien 
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thore is the pastoral or shophord casto, 
onled Yidaiyar in Tamil, md Golla in 
Tolugu, 


There is also the Sidra sub-caste, so to 
apoak, the hereditary occupation of whose 
mombors is, that of keeping (rovenuo) ac« 
counts, and whoso oasto designation has, 
accordingly, passed info a synonym for an 
accountant or writer, 


_ £ We ought nob to omit to montion also 
ithe Mudatiydr ond. Néyudu castes, who aro 
the most enlightened and iniluontial, if thoy 
aro not tho most numerous, portion of tho 
Tiadu Suda people. Thoy aro for tho 
most part found in tho largor towns, and in 
almost evory dopartmont of tho publio sor- 
vioo. It is, porhaps, next to impossible to 
Aofine tho oxact social limits of thoso class- 
ogy—in fact, in thoso dogonerate days of 
ows, ibis simply astonishing to obsorvo 
with what a numnbor of othor castes (and 
ontecastos) it has becomo tho fashion fo 
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adoph Chass Hitler, Thora is a saint 
vulgar, bub yory exprexive, ‘Tumtl pravert 
thot says, 'Uho won of we diuciayg girl ate 
taghodt toe Sriva tomphe ia (or, rather, bho» 
comes whan oiruumatanees allow) a Afar 
daliydr Y" 


Woll, the alate uf Hindu Stalra Sovivby 
hoing sudly Gho voudar will ounily under 
shard what n loss wo muat bo ab in aoloet- 
ing any ono of tho diffrent sub-division 
wo havo just montionod aa a roproruntative 
of tho gonoral claaa Svidra, Lonliningy thie 
diMonlty, anil nob wishing to duprive Hy 
voador of any itom of importance ar date 
ost in native Tadinn Adda lity, wo prpons 
gonfining our romurks, on the praia ove 
engion, only to tho morn gonwral ghiarncher 
istics of Hho Sidr poople, hoping ba bale 
wp ons or more of the difforonh Calon’ 
us muborind Cor subaoquont sleotehe, 


Going whoub (as Vio majority of natives 
of this country de) slripped do the wat, 
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the Stidraqis most onsily distinguishable by 
tho absence of the sacred throad, which 
only the throo highory or ¢ twice-born’ 
onstes, aro oxtitled to wonr sashwiso across 
tho leti shoulder. Unlike the (orthodox) 
Bréhmam, the Sidra ia allowed, and takes 
{ull advantage of the priviloge, to support 
capillary appendagos not only by way of 
moustache and whisker, but also of what is 
Inown ag tho ‘triple’ Rudwaat, the hair 
ding allowed to grow long like awoman’s, 
® patch some six inches more or less sqnaro 
stat shevod off in front—tho shavon patch 
boing not unfroquently decorated with the 
caste mork, 


Sidra womon, too, may be mosh casily 
distinguishod from thoir ‘ twice-born’ sis~ 
tors by tho style in which thoy dress, or 
yathor in which they disposo tho singlo 
pieco of cloth (sixtoon cubits long by two 
andra-half broad) which comprises tho 
groator part by far of o Uindu Iady’s tot~ 
leite, ho Ohéli (or hall boddice) is scldom 
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or navor worn, oxcopl induud fn tlie eine uf 
vory young worn or an fonkival senses, 
Sidra hows oven participate ja Ung inch» 
6d Gifforonce that oxinta hutwein their rs 
oupants, and $he bwivuelurn closed, There 
is vn more plontiful aprinkling, porhapa of 
. fcowdung solution, nnd a peo dant sat 
ornemontation in tho chunuueand-red orth 
Tino; ‘but, for closnlinexs. or comfort, for 
frvodom: from smoko md ‘amolls,’ cone 
mond us to uny othor bub the mosb oxoop« 
tional of Stidra domiailos, A. good doal, 
tis ‘chernctariatio divé and slavemlinowa’ if, 
Auo, porhaps, as mich to poverty na to tht 
faot of tho nutional sloth having (ia the 
ono of tho SrGtee) no counteracting: in 
fluonco auch as thut providart for the! twieus 
horn’ onrtos in the formule of phyvieial om 
woll na moral anil spirited condhiwt thay ace 
onjoined on thom under pain of the divest 
Copradution, 


And thon as to Stulew onting and alvin 
ing, Animal food Gilways excepting, of 
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course, tho flosh of thoShely cow) and spiri- 
* 4uoug liquors aro, almost invariably, the 
oszontial oloments in a Stidra monl, oxcept 
in tho caso of the very poorest classog, -on, 
ulgo, among those Sédvas who practise what 
is callod Saivam,. ov total abstinence from 
fish, flesh, fowl, ond intoxicating drinka, 
With tho majority of Siidras, food.is enton 
out of brass ox other metal vossols in 
profotonce to, ov a8 commonly :ags off, the 
pjitos of loaf? which aro used by tho highor 
he 


Ve Pho Stila how nothing like domostio 
worship: answering to the devatdrehana. in 
the homes of the twice-born, It is only. on: 
tho ocongion of a woilding or fimoral that 
somothing liko a formal worship is gono 
Hough. A Bréhman, most froquontly . 
tho villago (or caste). priost, is invited ond 
prosontiod with cloths, money, botel-and- 
mit, a8 woll as tho ingrodionts for a good 
moal-—rico,dhal (native pulao), gheo(olarifiod 
butter), vogotinblos, poppor, salt and othor 
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oodimonts, In consideration af this no 
dospionblo ‘foo the Lrtiman will go 
throughs cortain fixed coromoninl, mumbling 
ovor tho snored toxts, much to the adie 
tion (but absolutely nothing to the clifen 
tion) of his audionoa, who might ae wall he 
Hialoning to a Tatin ‘Maay,’ ov a Groole 
rooliation, Bub Siidreroligiona inforweta wes 
not altogothor nagleatad, Tonk db tle 
crowds that {look to a tomplo on tho oaduaion 
of nny foslival; nud soo if tho poreontagd’t 
Sddras thoroin is not considmublo ovp a 
sovonty-five. Ub isn sight that mny aa 
witnossod any day on somo of our public 
thoroughfarog, Womon dockod ontin their 
finost oloths and jowola (nob unfroquontly 
borrowod from thoso obligad to niay ab hams) 
sporting Move than all thahuoa af the rate 
bow, and no amall quantity of yold, silver 
and [also Jaco and brocade, with a whole lat 
of flowors and awouleamolling horka (like 
movjornin) in tho plails and othor wtyhvs nit 
shapos in which thoy dvous anid dinpons ia 
Keiy, Sovernl of thom aro londinge thon 
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childron (wmost dragging thom along) by 
tho hand, somo carrying them not ungraco- 
fully poised on tho hip. Very ofton a wholo 
company of women aro accompaniod by a 
singlo male escort, some eldorly momber 
of the family ‘or friondly neighbour, The 
old gentloman not only acts as guide and 
ascort, but is also expected to kcop a sharp 
look out against tho approach of malo flirlors 
(7 as wollas to soo that no article of 
YWrollory is droppod or stolon—no meom- 
on ocour'rencos on such occasions, 


Tho tomplo duly roached, fruits, flowers: 
& coconnut or two, and somo camphor will bo 
purohasod, as woll as somo sweetmoats, 
nuts ond othor oatable trash, the former for 
offoring to the god, tho lattoy for tho beno~ 
fil (?) of tho youngstors, who onjoy this part 
of tho tomplo-going porformanco beat. 


Bosidos boing followors of Siva or Vishnu 
the olomont of demon-worship enters vory 
Invgoly into tho religious boliof of tho Stda 

H 
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population in Southern Yaulie, ‘Phe 


Tooked mpon as one of tho phguanls nF Hos 
anto- Aryan poriorl of Uhe coundry's Wistory 
Dutibia recognizet, wad aver sanebontd, 
if nob oncouragend,: hy Dav mere medorn 
motifications in (ho Bralonmisggie system 
lnstond of Doing called Try thee preys 
though somowhnt unpleasuntly-.Psnastingss 
name the worshipped demons ave ig ttondtivel 
with Che appellation of Crdavadfuate we 
Jage duity) - whom uhuost ovory villa 
howovor snl, has ono, do whom n {runt 
in Deill, nnd in honwe of whom worships !® 
periodically porformod. Worship at thin 
desoription almost invariably inehutes ane 
wal nevilive ; and Poe frequently ewan 
panied by tho anode Iideous dancin janet 
noisus (Hho lator of corr uitentadl te prone 
uustor for murio [) iaginahle, 







Snoh, Driofly, ave Weerunin fontaven, aapial 
and voligionty of that portion of the Hint 
people who Tue been provedt te das of an 
origm entirely dierent tom tat ot the 
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Aryan races, to doscont from whom tho 
Hindu raco proper is traced, Tho Sudra 
population, as wo noticod in beginning this 
papor, comprisos tho bull of our community ; 
and prosents in its soveral phases and sub- 
divisions nots fow points of many-sidod 
interest on which we shall endoavour to 
dwell “ in our next,” 
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wo Who my hevind gad wer 
core ewete Ulieb percent decal eee 
he -as to bhi! seetian of Cho Uarodi Sttdis 
commmily, Jin nls samt a whis eal tay 
dlaimne lo the © onslo-tithy? whiel wo have 
choson for bho howling of thia paper bel 
of comparativuly reeont birth, amd ant 
mimbors, thors omn lin ne donbt that, in } 
unuil-spouking portion of thik Preantent’s, 
ab albovents, Lo ib bulonge nobis ow Chat ia 
noithor unimporhurh noe initio eatin ants 
in tho varb population of (hin country 


i 


“Who Afatadignh, ov (Lo ell thor hy) the 
nuue tivb is given to Uae onto) Pedliday 
people are to ho found ia dmesh every aba 
tion in Dify, from the fahovme in the dete 
to the potty Zauminday from the aware of 
planivtiony, to he cooly who worker tt 
colue-pickiag, from the Diguity Cullis fur 
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(in Govormmont servico) to tle peou or at~ 
tondant in tho samo office, For this, if for 
no other rougon, wo are of opinion that this 
sub-casto of Shdvas is entatlod to primary, 
ov, at least, prominent notiaa in a doscrip- 
tion of Native Lafe in Southorn India, Be- 
fore introducing the rendor {o the Mudaliydr 
family whom we have selected to sorve as 
an avorago specimen of thoir class, it might 
not bo out of placo to montion that differ- 
ont \78, 80 to speak, of these pooplo (in- 

ri dine Iilies comnootod by marriage) go 
iyo ‘éthor different titles, those of Ohettt 

land Pillai, which are strangely onough 
borne by tho mombors of othor und entirely 
ditforont castes, 


Bouving ali this in mind, the Mudaliyar 
who ia to furnish us with the necossary 
matorial for our skolch on this ogousion 
is from tho ranks of tho agyioul- 
inralist population, Not that agriculture is 
thorocoupation to which the Maudaliyar takos 
moat kindly, or that that particular calling 
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ia, in ony way, fypioal of the chow annw 
wndor notiva, but that, to Gio Here situ, 
tho Sddra clugsox, ah a whole (and the 
Maduliyar ia but a fraction of Unt whole) 
aro wos intimately axnoviatedl with tie 
‘tiling of the ground? and thab, bhovefarn 
ib ia from among such (the ayrienlinraliat) 
olassas that wo must make wv selection Unt 
will xorve, as wo lave anid ntronly, fur a 
fui avorago specimen of tha bndle af haji, 
community. \ 

An agriculturalial Mtedadigix, untilesA” 4 
Dbrothron in other walks of Lift, ix shine sth" 
variably found in tho Mofwueil, aud, ever 
thoro, lus how is in the inde comets villiyyee 
redhor than in thas Whee, oe thee Dedoady 
towns are eadlad Poon homtead in anch 
aw loonlity, thoroforn, where thy Msdudigar 
own givo his lends and other belonging phe 
full henoflt of hid porsonnl suparvinian, wo 
muat invilo the voulor to avcampany ier 
ho wishos to sou Komothing of the heamextte 
und ovorysday ovcnpations of Uhia partivuher 
subedivision of Linu Stile nocinty, 
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Ine narvow winding leno branching off 
fom tho bazaar atreot—which Inttor is the 
only ono ab all adapted, and that but poorly, 
fox wheel traffic—along which you must step 
most carofully for fear of landing in puddlos 
of mud and filth of ovory description, in one 
of several buildings of the fashion in yoguo 
with us from timo immemorial, rosides our 
friond the Mudaltydr, Opposite tho house, 
on. a vacant space of ground, in miserably 
thatchod sheds crocted around 1 spreading 
somarind troo, ave housed tho draught cattle 
snd roilch kino and buffaloes belonging to 
tho Mudaliydr, who is just now suporintond- 
ing tho sweoping out of the cattle shed 
” (which, by the way, is also a sort of general 
latrine !) with a viow to incroasing the 
dimongions of an alroady formidably-sized 
meonure-honp with tho foul offluvis arising 
whorolrom tho air is boing poisonod for 
yards around, Tho houso itsolf is no very 
imposing alrusture, but, to Hindu oyos, at 
any rato it woars an air that unmistakably 
botokons the owner’s being in comparatively 


64 THE MUDALTYAR, 


comfartablacironmainncer of life, Tho dfuda- 
liyde'a daughtor-in-law ia lusily ongaget 
in hesmonring the thaerloll and street pints 
with cowduny, after whieh Cesy will bir 
ornamontad with the prothy cingrame in 
powdoved chalk one vu often wee nitive 
womon nuking on the door in front of thar 
houses, Hor hushond, on Afadaliydela non 
and hoiv, ia porforming his morning toilut 
ab tho oxtvomo ond of ono of tho pi ls, 
sputtering, spitting nnd clonring hie thé, 
with that grating sound (eal iv un invari 
tho accompaniment of a yennine Tin 
‘facowashing,’ ona tha eho (globntar 
vessol) of polished brass, contri wate 
at his ollhow, Another daughter ai the 
honso is, probably, basy ie the hatehen 
cooking a meal, or dint ibubingg Ge renee, 
Of tho praviows ih mappier tec eid a 
may profer na colt menl for hvrakdie tte 
Autaliyir's Cprdoewiley? whe iy ea uaa, 
the prosiding: poniwe of Che hon cfetd, 3 
bill in hed, Chongyh wolteuwahe, owe ney 
nobouty tee tereitime cat ke on Me 
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Hara, ov Muhadéva (nil different anmes of 
tho samo deity), as she sneezes and yawns 
horself ont of the dirty honvy piece of 
country sheoting that does duiy for mat- 
dress, coverles and * wrap,’ but also can 
obsorve hor watching, lynx-eyed, the movo- 
ments of the various younger mombors of 
the family. Aftor despatching the bullotks 
to thoir work in tho ficlds (which form the 
chiof part of tho family property), and tho 
cows and buflaloes to pasture, after a bath 
,  %n tho noighbouring tank, and after a short 
4 visib to tho villago tomplo (for Velldlar 
a poople arcdeyout worshippors of local doities 
; and staunch supporters of local religions 
institutions of every kind) tho Mudaliydy, as 
ho is stylod par excellence in the household 
(to distinguish him from the younger, and of 
courso aubordinate, mombors thereof), who 
havo just tho samo right to tho titlo, tuwns 
up in timo for tho morning monl. Tho 
majority of Velldlar Sudras avo bigot 
od Saivus; and thoy thorofore, perform 
worship to the god Siva before the business 
1 
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of oating commoncos, ‘l'ho worahip is noithor 
olaborato nor intricaba in ite dotsila, the 
worshippor vory often simply throwing n 
numbor of curtain leaves ant flowors (dnerad 
to Siva) upon tho Tings (ur stono aymbol by 
which tho ovontivo attributes of tha deity 
aro rndoly voprosontod) whilo he repenta 
ono or moro of tho rat's ‘thousmd naimos,? 
Tho bronkfaak that follows this grga 
(worship ?), doos not, according to our notion 
of things, suftloo to antisfy our physiont 
santa, ag tho latlor porfornumes is auppoa- 
od to do our spiritual onod ; nnd it ia tara. 
foro followod hy tho traditional siete ox. 
copt, indood, on oxlraordinary ocunsionn (ane 
aga visit of tho Collnetor or obhor ulllewr) 
whon ib will bo nocossary for tho Madadigin, 
and porhops his qony, and dongeinlaw, te pga 
out to atton to Dnsinoss, Attor tho nionta, 
thoro may bonnothor moal, md then a abroll 
through tho villngo, returning hame Inte in 
thoovoning to aup, and thou torn inte hed, 

This dull rontino of life in often varud, 
howovor, by poxiodionl foativals; ot not nie 


THE MUDALTAR. 67 


frequently, too, by domestic occurrences in 
the fomily. Tho colobration of ono of the 
minor Hindu festivals in a village is a vory 
different thing from tho so-called worship 
that is porformed at any of the great native 
shrines on suoh occasions as,the Maht Sina 
Rétri, Many of these former partake 
largely of the character of a household 
rejoicing, The Pongal feast, for instance, 
is idontical with the ‘joy of the harvest.’ 
ce of the year’s orop is thon cooked for 
“4.0 first time 3 and, in token of gratitude to 
the giver of that and all othor things, is 
aie to the gods before being caton by the 
‘~ worshippers, 


Thon there is the native Now Year’s day 
when the whole houso is whitowashed and 
cleaned out, whon the housowifo lays in her 
stock for the year 

In pots and pang, 

And brooms and fans. 
There are also certain coremonios at which 
the women alone are worshippers; but which 
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muako a protty hig holuin fathers, humbarnela, 
and brother's, prtesos fur (he yeh of 
now clothe, aud sinilar fone never autise 
finhlo? wants, and whielt ave hailed with wa 
limited dohyhb by tho youngators, lo whom 
tho idoa of Vritem, as thoro sovemenion nee 
called, is insopunbly connocted wilh the 
proparntion of alco nud covtain othor 
highly palatyblo confections. 


Such is tho ordinary rm of life in ps 
Nativo Tallin Madeliyés honwoholi, « 
nan and wifo wilh children of all ayes (samo 
of thon having ehildven of their awn) ify 
living togothorin comparativo Tarmony nue? 
almost woxeoptions] happiness, a moat ay! 
toroslingy if nolan highly oditying, apoote” 
elo in Chose daya when Anglicised fori 
civilization aro anpping tho very founday 
tions of ow: whol soeink abructis with 
rosulla thataro bubiteationable tthe Lunt. 
Tomostio arraugononta hike this nny ba 
abauwrd and oven improper fom a Woatern 
view gonorally, and a politico-uconumical 
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point of viow move particularly; but, in 
taking leave for tho present of our subject, 
wo would beg to expyos i ag our deliberate 
and unhesilating conviction that moder 
civilisation (vogarding the progress of which, 
we must confoss, we aro sick of hearing our 
follow countrymen talk) hes simply and 


litorally nothing bettor, or even go good, to 
offor us 1m thour stoad, 


= ‘ 


No, VIITUE “NAYUDU.” 


el 


JXIS custo tillo is olaimod, ov at all 
ovonts adoptod, by four Sauh-cnaton’ 
of Sudras in. tho Toluguespoaking populae 
tion ; and, ag wo atatod in om papor on “Lhe 
Bddra’, is lookod upon as oquivalont to that 
of Mudaltyty among tho Toumil people Thora 
four ‘sub-ouston’ avo tho Velama, the Dasa 
tho Kamma and tho Gollu Mombors of | 
firat of thogo aub-onstos avo mont froquant. 
Inndod~propriotors, aa woll ng morohantys 
and, in nob n fow onacs, lay cluim to the vin! 
of Rau, Yo this olusy, alio, belong tha 
groat majority of Zomindara in the Dinkriots 
known as tho Northorn Harkéra. Tho Dalia 
people avo tho mou common of Nayudus. 
Thoiv propor cnsto-title ix that of Ohottt : in 
faottho honda of thoir casto and many obhora 
who aapiro to bo orthodox, atill uxo thay 
title in proforones lo tho moro common, and 
vathor undofinuble ono of Nayudi The 
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Balijo Nayodu is, liko his Tawulian brother, 
the Mudaliydy, to be mob with in almost 
every walkof life, Railway station-mesters 
and head-coolies, bakers and butlers, 
municipal inspectors and tappal (post) run- 
nors, hawkers and hotel-keepors, such are 
some of fhe many callings which he is to be 
found following, The two remaining olassas 
(Golla and Kamma) avo almost exclusively 
rural in habits and habitation, Tho Golla 
tre a pastoral, tho Kemme on agricultural, 
ygip) 3, ‘ 

he the purposes, of our present paper, 
however, we shall take the title Nayudu as 
applivable only to tho Balijo folk; and, as 
a protty general specimen of the olass, we 
shall sclect afamily rosiding in Black Town, 
Madras, 


Tho rosidonoo of our Nayudu family is 
one of half-a-dozon fivo-storied houses in 
——Street, Tho building is one of those 
attempts, oa despicable as they must be dis- 
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appointing, at ongrafting what ia culled the 
lassi” style in Mop architertars, on 
our own siinple, suidable, anulfoordainly, wet 
ungainly mothodol hanw-huilding. Diminu 
tivo windows oponing froma clone, dingy, 
room on a cowiluny-beamenred pial which 
risos a Low food Jud above 
“Whore tho naaty gnitor flows,” 

an uppor sloroy containing a ial? and 
ono room onclosad by threo ‘dond’ walls, 
and a couplo of doors and winlaws whioli 
goom Lo have hoon orartorl just to allow \e 
peop into tho innor quadrangle bulew, ‘1 
oneo polished inferior chum work » dy 
soilod and disHyarod ns inch by Marian 
damp and dust, aa hy spite expectarnted 
aftor a good chow of heteland-nit, antl the 
robbing clomn of Angora omplayed to blow 
the noso aftor taking anuffl A few etd 
chairs and other pinvon of funnitare sah 
tho worso for nao, with Koma clump prints, 
and it may bon wallebracket or two, emp liter 
tho picture prodnead hy the style al fonts 


‘ 
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bmlding and house-keoping our Anglicised 
Néyurta affocts. Nor doos tho Anglicisnd 
clement ston hore, Ih also cnlers, and 
probty largely, into tho wholo arrangomont 
and charactor of the honsohold, It induces 
tho Néyudu, for insbimce, to drink what ho 
is plongod to call ‘ton’; but in which it would 
roquire a protty vigorous stretch of tho 
imagination on tho part ofan Engtishinan to 
vocogniso tho woll-known bovorago, In dress, 
as wall as in food, does this hybridisation 
obtnin, for wo not only find Ndyule gontlo- 
von Sporting boots and trousers, butal so 

find their women at homo (chiolly tho 
youngor ons perhaps) woavring jackots not 
unlike tho “Gnribaldy? of tho Girl of tho 
Poriod in nglish Society! Both tho boys 
and tho girls of tho family arosont to school 
(with what rosulle, good, bad or indifforont 
wo will not digross to disonss hovo and now) , 
and il is amusing W nol odilying to obsorve 
tha groat—vidiculously groat—proportion 
of yuostionnblo Fnglish wsoil in tho daily 
conyorsalion of the housohold, 1b was not 
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many months no thabwe ware at alaieked 
fae Wo wore auUpriand ib hevuneg a very ree 
poclahlo Néyrdu Indy ef ane nequaintines 
actly tonehivg hor child to ropueit Che 
wortls “ Geded--n” aver and over, tloubtlese 
undor the impression thud the yrecouling 
was qiito an achiavomont in the way: of 
tonching tho young iden how lo hub 


And now for the daily lifo of thin lonan 
hold. Aftor the Stew (2) has boon partiker 
of, Lhoro ik tho nad Inetle ia the kesichog 
that always precedes tho propuration ob a 
monl, While the food ia hone eanked, hors 
who have (o yo to xehool pot up there 
losuona, riding, or rathor ladtesnegineg Dies 
nlowd, na thay voruiat Uns varivie pt teseritint 
portions, or the meanings of wordw ta 
oMoryemwluoh, doapat all anglisinstion, 
im abi the bern iden? of atinly to the pay 
lav Tindwtomind Noa alter browkfiat, the 
hovao ik loft entively to Une wanen, whe 
spend the time, with the short sate vat oe 
Which (hey haye to ato to the deopitede 
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of ‘ tiffin” in ohowme botel-ad-nut (and 
tohacco ?), sluoping, or gossiping ;’ and, m 
this last occupation, ab all events, thoy 
havo tho full and hearty co-oporation of all 
their frionds and neighbora—it being no 
unusual sight to seo a Néyudu woman set- 
ting out, in the hoat of the day, betel-and- 
nut in hand, to pass a fow houra at a house 
soveral streots away, in the most silly if 
not slanderous chit-chat, or in somo stupid 
gnmo of chanco rathor than skill, Sometimes, 
too, on occasions of social rojoicing, or con- 
dolenco, groups of theso women will sot out, 
atlived in thoir best, to tho houso whore tho 
fostivities, or mouinings, are going on, 
Poriodical visits to tho temple wo havo 
alrendy doscribed, No, V of this sorios of 
papors, as another diversion [rom tho even 
tonor of tho way of lifo pursuod by the ordi- 
nary Uindu Sidra honsewilo. Ilers is 
cortainly no oxalled modol, though 1f may 
ho useful cnough in suggosting not a fow 
goyione, almost suddenning, thoughts, butour 
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prercab obyecd, wae mim bear ue eal, te 
nabher to state duets Cleat to aesalior 

Woll, dike all things earthly, the dade 
ladiow brenthinge fines (a pretty hone trae 
bhey have off) comes to ai eu Pat hans 
has fo he swept elon, water a, mie, 
frequently, to be tetehed, mb anday: ethane 
domestic onorationa porfornimd tafere anes 
of tho olderly women sola out mamuarketing 
for the ovening went. Mesh in the mom 
mngiond fish on the avenge ne almoab ine 
vainly aloding dishes ino aur Niyaaly'e 
daily bill-of-faro—the (ish at neh home 
preceded hy a deanyht, nod untoeqieutly at 
“gomothing: stronger” than thi ten Oink 
went holore the menuise?s fest, Avery 
deenlod partiality for yrrage daca wonlenenn 
w the Hatige Naat charnaetio whieh in 
vory poiulodly, i not politely, refarved ta 
mon handle Polage xdeeot ely whied, 
woare wfraid, eamot hen favertte in the 
Houses of the chase to whem ibreliaes Hauge 
tor that very raw ony ios in epaably aes 
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evied with thom in mda society generally, 
Latorally translated, the vorgo reads: — 


“ Must be born a Balije. 
Manas dink Batavia (arrack) by the bottle, 
Mustont mont by the sor (weight), 
Must suffer shos-beating !” 

Doubtloss the poot who composed thas 
must have hvod m ante-Ponal Codo days; 
but wo onn hardly disagroo with him whon 
we soo a Balije follow-countryman of oars 
crunk, and not ‘in capable’ bat only a 
feront deal too ‘capable’ of malang a bonst of 


chimsolf, 


\  'Woll, after suppor, thoro will be a ‘chow’ 
and a smoke, and then to bed. ‘Thus will 
ond one of many similar monotonous days 
ol Native Indian Ndyudu life, in one of its 
Anglisisod,—and, thorofore, in our humble 
opinion, loast lovoly phases, But, as wo 
havo sud slroady, the objoch of thogso 
‘pidtaros’ is not effect but fidelity. 


No. VEE THER SPIELE 


$ the onntatitle Nelgaede iy ndtepted 
hy sovural asbedtis tens of Unenetiys 
population in the Tohyne eonnbey, se, amen 
tha ‘Tamilespenkiyg Sita peuple, thu elena 
nation whiell heads the premeat paper tn 
that used indommon hy the aio mambeva 
of the Nuuthkhun, Yedatgar, ond Velladar 
classes, As tho monningol the ‘tamil word 
Dy which Uhoiy cnate in enloi ind antes, tie 
fivat of those throa eluagon (Aiaiah sap) av 
{hose known as the ‘accountant? or Owl 
easto, ‘Choir hovditary oeenjpavtion ix Uhat 
of kooping tha revenue and other aceannts 
of tho village, ax woll ak thot of following 
tho voewtion of «professional kerio, ‘They 
avo onllod Karten in Neha ho Yrdebe 
yer avo Bhophorda, and the Mller agri 
entluriata. 


In tho following: aketel, however, wee 
mustask the vouder to heme in non that 
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tho torm Pillat is usod only as applicable 
to tha “accountant” caste, 


As alrondy indicated, the Banakha 
Pillat is complotoly indentified, or, nt 
Jonst, most intimatoly associated with tho 
yural rather than tho urban population of 
tho country ; and, therofore, if wo wish to 
moot him in his natural olomont, in his own 
@ropor sphoro, and amid tho surroundings 
with which ho is most closoly cannectad, 
\ we must travol in thought to a somowhat 
vomoto villago in the intorior of tho Prosi~ 
donoy. 


If the Grdna Munsif (village Magistratoy 
is the looal roprosontativo of tho ruling 
powor, the Qrdma Karanam (village account- 
ant) ig a@ somewhat more important, or, ab 
all ovonts, moro univorsally comted indi- 
vidual, Jor has ho not, or is it not belioved 
that ho has, the powor to add to, or suh- 
trach from, a f{riend’s or foo’s landed pro- 
porby, imasmuch as ho is tho custodian of 
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the village necotate nnd abl niches saya 
whieh, and upon whith alone, the Tolmerbta 
of the Malnk, the Gallootar ot the Dintraet, 
and oven Tighe muthoriten are sulvly 
dopontlunt tor tiny Sitarmation amt pane 
dino? ne be thes megotiye af Linnean yo tiie 
wand, rch fie thats wid ngs ise ust Gis athe et, 
also, aa ik vary Pregnontly tli era, Vie 
Cadre Miunlf Jayyponn (a boc Teorater 
mon, ie ib nad the Micreetkhse Piller the gras 
son who wells wtl Uns former's reaper 
othoy corroaponcdeonge, prblig ae 
private 2 Is ib nal Ghee idlai,? toa, 

tha only mone al dle villigge a crac 
to whom you munb Inve rose eat youl 
went any writing werk Co leedere, whetle e 
HE hee siiple ae lilomend of reeaitbey as loge 
lor to your Tabluysinlaw, ae a dol of 
mortgage or wimilur domancnal (And even 
should you manage to the Hie ieee wretinage 
ofa bond, whore can you yeti tari retpeet. 
Ablo, nob to any volinhle “nbtonting, witsnint 
than this domo friond of ouram the nec. 
ant line 2 Lawtly, wha in all erie of thins 
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pute, whother bofore an ordinary villago 
Panchayat (arbitvating body of five porsons), 
oy boforo the highost tribunals of justice 
in tha lend,—who, wo ask, is the moat 
acourate, if not most authoritative, source 
of evidence and information on all matters 
of local or special importance and interest ? 
Why, who else but the village accountant 
* Pillai? 


‘ Well, all this boing so, it naturally fol- 
ie that the Kanakka Pillat is a gontloman 
JE no inconsiderable influence and position. 
iu the village whoro he rosides, and whithor 
we shall now proceed to visit him, not so 
muoh with tho intention of ‘bearding him 
in, his don,’ a8 of making oursolves a little 
moro familiar with his home, his haunts and 
habits, as well os himself and Ins family, 


In tho middle of a sivaot, noither parti- 
cularly wide, nox ovor-woll gravolled, nobto 
say pavod, but comparativoly clean (doubt- 
loss Locause notas yot delivered over to 

K 
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tho Londex moyoies of onr Indinn Mimieipalie 
tics)—a alveat ocauyied vololy Ly hia own 
follow caslo-nion, and enllad hy thoir nano 
~—risos tho dwolling of onr friond the subject 

of this skotoh, ‘Mho building is vonspion- 
ous ag much by ils appowranca and dimons 
sions, a8 by tho orowd almoal invarinhly 
colleciod in front from cdoy-light lilt long 
aftor night-fall, An wo approach it this 
morning, thoro ia a motley, pickat praqe 
gathoring of pooplo, not only in thi ri Urals 
Dub also on tho onlor pints of Ug My ~Fpillats 
house, which aro dnly jwndsobod © om new! 
and glaro by tho light palmyrn, Pi : 
roofs, ad woll as by sundry xoreona and othe 
spooimons of lor? manufacture, in tho ormt 

and wickor work ling, Lasts brially notivs 

tho olomonts composing the gronpasnemll« 

ed hoforo ua, lo Wogin with, thore i the 
Kanakke Pillai Wimeolt, sonlod ona abrips 

of not avar clown rubbing, sernbbirge Tefen 

a pices of homed on fonr iliminitive lege, 
which doos duty fova writings bible, fn 
hhont of him, lemings hull Qrowsily apaiuat 


wag 
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ono of tho wooton pillars supporting tho 
roof alvoady montionad, is tho Grama Mun« 
sif, areport from whom 40 tho Magistrato 
of tho Division, tho Kanahka Pillat is busi- 
ly engaged in writing oul at prosont, ‘To 
tho Qrdma Munatf’s vight is a police conata~ 
ple, his baton, bolt, and turban lying on 
tho floor in front of him, his cont; unbut- 
toned and thrown opon to admit of the cool 
morning broozo blowing on his chost, Ho 
has just roliunad from Ins station hougo, or 
is just as probably on his way 10 somo spocial 
*poat? ; but ho ovidontly doosn’t think that 
looking in for a few minutos at our Pillai’s 
(whore ho will hoay tho froshost gossip, and. 
probably got a dyxink of buttor-milk, or at 
loast a cigar, or a pinch of snuff) will very 
soriously intorforo with tho officiont dis- 
chargo of his dutios; and honco wo find him 
eooling his hoels, or rnthor his wholo body, 
hore, On tho Grama Munsif's lofbisa loca) 
Jand-holdor, who has, porhaps, callod this 
morning with a viow to ‘sound’ My, Kanak- 
ke Pillai on the subject of cortain ordoxs, 
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yumnmoured Lo havo heon reentry frome lines 
quartors, roforring to tho eolloglion. of yom 
yonuo, oF the wator-cess, or xome xiailar 
subjoct, Noar him ure seated w eonple of 
hig noighbors, dohitor mnt oradilor, Vath 
an inslalmont in liquidation of n debt is te 
bo pnid, or a fresh sum of monvy to ie 
advanced ; and, as wo huvo sui nlrouly, 
whoro olgo cau this by donu bellor tu 
boforo tho‘ Pillai? Lurking away ia on 
cornor of the pial is a momhor of tho village 
morcantilo community who ia plainlit ina 
suit instituted on e bond which thy Avcntus« 
hu Pillué hos altostod, Tho dofendune iva 
wealthy tudor j and the durking? Cacti tent 
hoard that tho ‘Lilla? hes heen oitedt awn 
witnoss on tho other side, ‘lo euntivm hin 
suspicions, thore is the bata, ov offen 
of tho Court who aurvos partion will mum. 
monsos; ant ho (tho Ohelli) in evidently 
tuning ovor in his mind what he ought to 
do now, ‘Thoro is algo a momenyer frum 
tho offico of tho divisional rovenuo authort. 
lica with ordors for Ssnpplics,’ om sume much 
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other raquisiion, Aba good diskince from 
tho housoiaa Parinh Vedddyen (menial) from 
a neighboring villago, Olad in only the 
‘picluresquo Langdt?, with o dirty, coarso, 
plack blanket thiown ovor his baro limbs, 
and loaning on « tall bamboo atu, this 
wrotchod specimen of humanity has Lravol- 
lod about ten or» dozen iniles with a lottor 
from somo naighboring villego ; and ig 
now awaiting o voply, with which ho will 
havo to robrace his stops over tho samo 
woary didtanco buck home, considoving him-~ 
solf singularly Cortimnto should ho ho fayor~ 
od with a drink of cold sourod rieo-staroh, 
anply diluted with sall-and-wator | Suoh 
aro tho kinds of peoplo among whom tha 
villago accountant ‘Pilla?’ lives and moves 
and has his being, 


And now lot us entor the Kanakkan’s 
honse. Shore is nob much to bo soon that 
iv oithor noyol or particularly dillorent fiom 
the intlorjor mechanism and working af 
other Stdva households, such av thew wo 
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Cogeribad in! Tho Afadeliyde? Vw nen 
Doing purlionlarly tuay in their cet alwy 
life, tho bivdon of ineduor shitien tally, 
swilhinovo than naiad weight, on the foamle 
mombors of tho family; nnd yet thoy po 
through ib all 
'Toiling, rejoicing, worrowingy 

with on amount of dunortners, dntoreak 
and ovon gusto, that wo would fain sie Toft 
wochanged anu mivhocked by the intraitia 
dion of tho ovor-incrousing foraign oloniunt 
against which wo fool that wo oamnot antl 
ciontly or Loo much “Lift np omr vaied wut 
ory, 


Our desoviption of w yilluga aveauntant 
would bo incomplete did wo onnt to menting 
that tho soasona during whieh hin hands 
aro moat full avo tho Aflac, on inepgathon. 
ing of tho harvoal, and thes Jamelia? ov 
annual visit paid hy the Colloatur of ty Dae 
trict for aottlomont of revenie nvworby, ht, 


This montionod, wo mal vonvhata ae 
account, briol and imporfeet we we knuw ab 
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ig, of nn onorgotic, hardworking, and highly 
usolnl soction of Tlindu Society, with tho 
hopo that, if wo havo not boon ablo ta do 
thom full justico in our limited spaco, wo 
havo at loast striven to prosonta faithful 
‘ pioture’ of thoir avorago ropresontativos 
in roal lifo, 
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1! thove is any: one atrhalivinion af Hautes 
x SidreSooioty whieh, wre tearathess, 
oan ho distinetly and dotinitely desirited, ase 
fav at Toast nd habitual (if wet hereditary) 
oconpation ix concerned, it ik Hint kavewrs ios 
tho Telugu country nu the Aiyos ela, ned 
it is fo tho malo members of thin elant that 
tho title Haddi holonge, ‘May Reid 4 
most always nn ujgricultuvint, elie 
tory ov laboring; and, no, alt 
could nob say, with truth, that uf 
(Linduatant for farmer or borat)? 
yot wo might safely vouturn te £ 
almost ninoty«ning eamex ant of 
ovory Reddt in a vaiynt, 
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Though fornsing the Lntk of the papatae 
tion in acountry whore the ‘thag af whe 
ground! ina large, if not the whinf, none et 
bvoud-whming, tha Kiya ov dindde pyopte 
aro over jarbenhily vemovkubhe fay nny 
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thing—ake no improssion whatever for 
* goo or bud on tho suvoundings amid 
which thoy live, Asa rulo thoy avo illite- 
rato ; but aro. a hard-working, homoly, und 
essentially: quist-going people, And to at 
inspootion of tho llomos and habits of the 
averago Sddva Hindu, as typified in tho 
‘Raiyat, wo invite tho roador just now. 


Thoro is not much, though, to ho soon by 
woy of a Shomo,? A lub, or hovel, somo 
> davolvo foot squara; mud walls surmountod 
by a roof half-thatoh, hall-palmyra lof, 
with a doorway four feothigh by, two 'brend, 
flankod on. oither sido by pials of clay bakod 
hard in tho sun, about oightoon inchos from 
tho ground, the whole mui-work boing 
paintod in ultomnato porpondiculay stronka 
of chinam and red onrth, a fools witth to 
tho'stronk, aud a couplo of trinngulatinchos 
(to placo lamps in) in tho fvont wall on 
oithor sido of tho doorway, is about as com 
Ploto « doscription aa can bo givert of tho 
‘oxtorior of tho Ralyat’s abode, On the 
h 
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Into] is a voughly carvod roprosontation of 
tho tridont mark thal distinguishes tho fol- 
lowers of Vishae, with tho conch and digons 
also omblomatical of thet doity, Slooping 
low, wo onter tho house which consive of 
only a singlo apartmont, rodolont o 9 « 
dung and confined air, smoke and A 
eurrystull, ‘To tho loft, noar tho door, 
threo or fom primitivo firo placos, ly 
high (or low) onough to allow of cookin: 4, 
a sodontary posttuo, “At tho anglos of y 

wall, in tho closo vioinily of tho fivo«plic 
aro tiors of pols bogiuning with thoso of a 
sizo largo onough to bo usol asa debhinys 
tub, and inporings upwarda to tho tiny hittle 
chabli with a mouth just suliviontly lnyge 
to admit your fingor, ‘Mhoxo pol contain 
housohold atoros, suchas ride, sill, or 4 untie 
rind, ‘Lhon thora avo a fow stings of ropu 
nolting snapondad fiom tho anoke bi 
dorkonod vaftors,in whieh avo placa vessels 
holding ghoo, jayyari, and such offi i bi+ 
olos as avo Jikoly to bo ablaolud by ants 
and othor yormin, Conspicuonsly arranyrud 


’ 
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alao avo tho cooking vossols, almost all of 
tho conrso country potlory, though kept as 
clean as is compatiblo with tho matorial of 
which thoy aro made, A Cow piocos of 
rough matting, 9 stray box or two, with a 
stout woodon posilo, hoavily shod with iron 
at both onds, anda slono mortar, in two 
parts, in company with a atono for grinding 
ourrystuffs, lio against tho baro walls of th 
house, which avo Surthor ombollished by 
piocos of ropo strung across to do duty for 
tho olothes-horso. ‘I'hon thoro aro a couplo 
of largo baskets, or rathor wickor-work 
cylinders, used as rocoptaolos of grain, and 
a rudo bedstead porhaps, of coir ropo not« 
work on o framo and legs of junglo timbor, 
Add to theso » couplo of thoso spindlo and 
distof® apparatus, ono might my day find 
womon by tho score sitting, working at in 
any nativo villago, and tho inventory of 
tho contonts of iho Raiyat’s honso, (minus 
tho livo stock) is complote. 


Jf you wish io oat ch him at home, you 
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must visil tho Raiyat very oarly in Gho 
morning, ab least hell-an-how: boleve am 
viso, Both hoand his yonnper Tot hors are, 
you will seo, up; and aro oneh domy ample 
justico to a Inrgo main of cold (or tathor 
deoumpowng) reo aud wator with Lho laine 
tost dash of sour Iuttormilk, taking a Tito 
ovory now and then off tho groen chillios 
provided by way of a rolish. his fortifien- 
tion of tho innor man boing over, ho Raiyal 
vopaivato tho backyard of Lhe houso whithor 
wo shall follow him, stopping carofully tho 
whilo ovor tho sleoping bodies of tho 
juvenile mombors of tho family whe have 
not yot begun to run thow duly conse of 
duty, Acouplo of bulloeks, anda mileh 
Datfallo with hor oalf, wo hore, wt wall as 
rofuso of ovory imaginable desoviplion, and 
rovollang to overy songo. "Tho yar ilaelt ia 
apices of gromd nob nore than twenty 
yards aquure, onelosad by mnd walla tappnt 
with palmyre lowes, “Shore ix a laniurind 
troo, and a couple of thoxo troox produoinys 
the Indian yogotyblo tormod ‘drunutiok,’ 
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and also crooping planta of tho gourd kind 
tailing about all oyor tho placo, which ia at 
oneo cntllo-shod, dust-bin, manwro~honp, 
bath-voom and latrino. Noar tho cattlo is n 
large oarthen tb, half buried in tho gromd 
into which aro omptiod tho haduge and 
kanjt of tho family osteblishmont, the for- 
met ‘s0ing tho wator in which tho rico is 
swashod cloan boforo boing boilod, tho lablor 
tho thin gruol sirainod off whon tho meo 
has boon cooked, Lonvings ab monls, ad 
othor odd gevaps of edible mattor aro also 
thrown in, and the compound thus mado 
goes to form n nourishing and porhaps oven 
palatable drink for tho onttlo. In ono cor- 
ner thoro is a plough of procisely tho samo 
kind og thet usod by on Aryan sneostors, 
conturios ago. Shouldoring this agrioul~ 
inralimploment, tho Raiyat dons hia sendala, 
tucks up his singlo garmont a fow inchoss 

; abovo his knoos, and sots off to his worl in 
|, tho folds, at a distanco, his brothors Collow~ 
i ing with tho bullocks and somo moro tools, 
¥ whilo tho Raiyat’s mothor and his wifo Imay 


fy 
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thomsolvos with tho dutios of the houashold 
for tho day, Tho children aro half conxad, 
half-trightoned off tho floor (wo can’t any 
out of bod), and aro dospatehod to tho baak 
yard to mako thomsclyos clomi-~a proeors 
thoy soom to stand sadly in noed of, Whilo 
tho old lady suporintonda tho youngstory? 
morning toilottos (I), tho youngor ono pro# 
coods 10 swoop tho honso and front pinla 
sprinkling thom with a protly thick Kole 
tion of cowdung, and ornamonting tho floor 
betweon tho pinls and jnatin front of the 
house, with quaink dosigna in powdorad 
chalk, Tho swooping over, tho ohildven are 
fod, and then tho honaowifo four to tho well, 
along with hor danyghtor porhapy, ov a 
youngor sistor of hor husband's, lo bing ia 
tho roquivod quantity of Avinking water for 
honsohold conanmption, Sho will noxt ge 
to tho nonrost bazaar to aol) whalover Jiome 
produco sho may have: any, 8 pumpkin, or 
somd tondor tamarind leaves (oxtoomedl i 
dolionto acid sonsoning) wik, ourdy ov hea, 
tho produco of tho Iniffalo, of whieh montion 
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has alroady boon mado, und oconsionnlly alwo 
honks of yarn spun by hor mothor-in-law, 
who is ovon now busy at har whool, Irom 
tho bazaar, tho Raiyats wifo will rolurn 
home bringing a small quantity of moat or 
fish, of possibly rathor quostionoblo quality 
and will at onco sob to work, proparing tho 
midday meal. Whon tho businoss of cook~ 
ing is ovor, tho first thing that is dono is to 
sond off thoir sharo of tho lood to tho mon 
working in tho fiolds, This is takon in a 
baskob ov in pots slung on a stick and euri- 
od on tho shouldors. Alter outing followa 
the traditional stesta, in which ovon out-door 
laborers indulge ; and thon again as tho old 
woman sottlos down to work at tho spinning 
whool, tho young onos go through a ropo« 
tition of tho sumo routine of dutios as in. tho 
morning, swooping, going for wator, 
markoting, and cooking, so as to heyo tho 
) Suppor veady by tho timo tho mon roburn. 
vhomo. Thong boforo thoy do roatwn, ib will 
‘bo quilo dark: ; and in tho midst of hor ouli- 
(nary oporations tho Raiyat’s wilo will riso 
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to porform what is porhaps tho only nob np 
pronching to worship ina Sidra homo-atoud 
namoly, tho lighting of tho lamp. Washing 
hor hands, faco, anil foot, and smoathing har 
hair, sho will light a wiok in tho five, place 
it ina Fito sancor-liko chatl s und, voplon~ 
ishing the vosaol with oil, will prostrato hor 
solf boforo it, with ams ontatrotohed, and 
tho hands in tho woll-known ILindu ablitudy 
of worship, tho old woman and tho childven 
doing likowiso, all calling tho while on thoi 
favorito or family doity, or on tho bebtor 
mown names of Lakshmi, the source of nll 
tomporal worl, ‘Tha wothov will, bhon vivaz 
and, still looking at tho lamp, odd for hor 
luckiest child, ov rathor tho ohild in gh 
family who is supposed to have the lnokiost 
faca (and thoro usually mune do hoe 
somo auch faco in ovory fumily Ww Jouk into 
his or hor fouinroa, a pronens which tk «up. 
posed to boa sovoroign proventive of mir 
hapa, Avon the ovoning wont in vouly, anal 
tho chil@ron and tho women hoop Jooking 
out for tho rotmn of tho  broadwimors, 


ree) 
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Direatly tho men como in sight, tho young- 
stors crowd forward to moet them, as much 
to welcome them, as also Lo relieve them of 
their load of implemonts, straw for use of 
the cattle during the night, &¢. ‘Tho 
“ gudowife” will prosent them at the thresh- 
old with a vessel of wator to wash their 
hands and foot evo thoy entor the house, so 
that they may, as it wore, bring no ovil 
into it, Divosting themselves of the single 
Juioce of clothing they wear oul of doors, snd 
substituting what is called a tangdtt instond, 
the Raiyat §ié down for their meals, such 
of the oli’ fen as havo not gono to sleop by 
this timé“Bitting down along wilh thoir 
elders, tho women, of course, sorving, ‘Thon, 
alter suppor, betol-and-nué will be chowod, 
and tobacco smoked ; and, ono by ono, the 
Raiyat family will drop off to sleop—~thus 
bringing to an ond ono of tho nsual un. 
eventful days of thoir ordinary existonco, 


Pomenenenetosa 
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UCIL is the Tolugu appollationand 

the subject of our prosont sketch is 

taken ouly from the Molugn country,-~of a 
sub-division of tho Tlindu Sidra community 
called “ shepherds,” in tho ollicial transla~ 
tions into English. ‘Cho “ Golla,” howover, 
is a rathor different kind of porson from 
what the Mnglish torm ‘shopherd’ suggosty, 
Herding sheep may bo ono, bub is by no 
weans tho chiof, of his avountions; bub it 
would be nearer the mark if he wero ealled 
cow or baflido-hord, for it is ohinlly with 
theso animals that tho native ‘shopliondt wa 
Southorn India concorns himaull, and liven 
by. In addition to hording auttle, ond 
vonding their produce, tho Culle is wliy 
cultivator of tho soil ; anu, not undrouontly, 
a holder of land undor Governmont; while, 
in tho caso of tho poorer mombors of the 
cluss, worlcing in tho fields or gardens for a 
small hive is about the chief mony of subs 
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sistonco for mon, women, and oven children. 
Hor the purposes of om: prosont papor, how - 
ever, Job us select s Golla family in mid- 
dling civoumstancos; and seo whet sorb of 
a life theirs is, 

The head of tha family, who is tho eldest 
of several brothers, is sufficiently high 
up in the social scale to allow of his taking 
unto himsolf the title of “ Néyudu," which, 
we boliove, is tho proper caste dosignation 
of this section of the(Telugu) Sédra poople. 
The joint family proporty (for, ncoording to 

{Tlindu Law, tho several malo members in 
“What is called an undivided family have an 
equal share in all the property—~oxcopt what 
is self-acquirod, by each—that may oxist in 
tho possession of tho family) oonsists of por- 
haps ten or a dozon buffaloes, half tho num. 
ber of cows, which yiold a fnir produce in the 
way of milk, ourds,and ghee(olarificd buttor), 
which tho womon of tho family soll, Thon, 
too,our “Golla Naéyudw" may bo tho ownor of 
a plot or two of ‘ wet? land, as that is enlled 
which is devoted to the cultivation of rice, 
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and other superior kinds of grain, Ono ed 
the younger brothors is froquontly in charge 
of this part of tho fanily property ; anothar 
may be in tho omploy ofa grout oul tlo owner, 
and tonding caltlo far away in tho Iill dis« 
tricta, whore the paskirage ia always bettor 
than in the plains, and in tho vicinity of the 
haunts of humankind. A. third avian of the 
Golla family may hohl somo potty ofties in 
tho loonl establishmonts, such as apaon, orn 
lappa} runnor. Then, for the women of tho 
famnily.! First, thore is tho old widowed 
mother, who still holds alwost dospatio 
away over tho household, and whow slight 

est wish is obeyed ns law by her prownenp 
sons with that filial devotion whieh tw por 
haps the mosl prominont of Hindu domentia 
virtues, All day long, and to a prod 
late hour at night, you will soo Uhia old le 
bustling about tho house and grounds, ony 
fol and troubled about tho many thing 
essential, in hor viow, to the comfort a) \ 
safoty of the family, Now you will soo he 
in tho cattlo shed, broom in hand, vill 
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orously giving a few finishing tonchos to 
tho work: of sweeping clean which has boon 
indifferently porformod by tho hivelings 
whose duty itis. Again, you will find her, 
within doors, scolding ono of hor daughtara- 
in-law, or giving anothor cortain stringont 
instructions for conduct in tho culinary 
depmtment. We next notice a plump, 
well-favored, young woman, who, we ae 
told, is tho only daughter of the fanily ; 
and, as such, ig rolainod in it, her husband 
boing affiliated by a peculiar custom known 
as “ Illdtam.” ‘Chis gonsin-law is, most 
probably, the daivy-man of tho housclold, 
‘ond such dutios as milking the cowa and 
buffaloes, churning butter, &e., fall on his 
‘shoulders, Thon thoro aro the throo 
daughters-in-law of tho family. Tho oldext 

f those is tho mothor of tho noxt-to-nakod 
“phildvon running about tho house; and boing, 
Wife to tho head of tho family, is in a eront 
‘Goasnre exomptod from ordinary domestic 
Aebhour, though she willingly takes a hand 
Wt rice-pounding, grain-grinding, or cook. 


\ 


102 THE (GOLDA.” 


ing, whonovor thero is an additional gtvain 
on the honschold hands, On the soeoud 
and third daughtora.in-lnw falls tho greater 
part of tho housshold drudgery, ‘Their 
husbands boing absonb from homo for tho 
groator part of tho year, and holding but 
inferior positions in tho funily, ib is bub 
natural that this shonld bo sa. And wo 
may bo protiy amo that those young 
women, though perfectly used to, and even 
content with, this sorb of thing, have no 
ensy time of it ‘hey will havo to visu 
bofore dawn to attend, tho ono to tho poly 
and pang used ab tho procoding night's 
meal, and tho other bo tho drawing and 
storing of wator for drinking or luvatory 
purposes. ‘Thon the various apartments 
of tho honse will havo lo bo swopt out, 
sprinkled with cowdiung-andewatur, and in 
somo placos ornamontod will the pratty 
quaint diagrams in powdered chalk so wall 
known in this part of India. An onvly 
meal, porhaps, may have to be cooked; and 
thon will follow tho business of going to 
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tho bazaar, ‘wo, three, or even four, pots 
of mill or curds acrobatically bulanced on 
the head, or a basket of greaus or other 
vogotables poised on tho hip, and kept 
steady by the arm half thrust in, with 
perhaps « few hanks of home-spun yarn 
deposited in the folds of the cloth over the 
stomach, ave the almost invariable adjuncts 
ladon with which the young women will set 
ous for the bazaar, votuining, aller cispos- 
ing of the same, also laden with whatever 
articlos of houschold consumption they 
might have been commissioned to purchase. 
After returning home there will be the 
usual routine of cooking, eating, and sleep~ 
ing too, amid all the divorsifiod voextions 
which tho Iindu housewife has to follow. 
" Such is a briof skotch of the duily life in 
an avorage Colla houschold, comparatively 
monotonous and uneventful Rut the Goll 
people aro hard-working, honest, useful 
members of society in their own peculiar 
way, forming no unimpon taut or uninterest- 
ing element in the vast Iindu community 


No, XL—THN PANOWALA, OR 
GOLDSMITIL 

LINOUGIL ib is nob fur from the 
\,  taath that India is fags doparting 
from that oder of things in which exch 
profession was in the hands of, and Lhorofore 
insoparably connected, andinvariably identi 
finble, with a distinct cnato; yot the Pinched 
people, ag tho artizan or ‘ amith-onstos' are 
callod, in Southorn India, ob any rato, have 
managed to keop thomsolves potty much to 
thomsulves ; or, wb nll ovents, lo provent the 
craftsmanship for which they haya been 
justly far-renowned prolly woll in thoit own 
hands. ‘They aro not a very nimerons buddy, 
numboring only 7,55,085, or 2°? per cout, 
* (according Lo tho last consis) of bho entire 
Mindn population of tho Madras Presidengy ; 
nov ave thoy purticularly vomarkublo in ony 
sociely, gonorally, for tnything boyond 
having “always insintainal w slrugglo for 
a higher place in the social sealo Wun that 
allotted to them by Bralmanical authority, 
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And yot, whon you sit down and think 
about it, ib is neither difffoull nor uninterest- 
ing to job down a few particulars which 
might unhositatingly bo designated as the 
‘ distinguishing chavacteristics’ of this sub- 
division of Hindu Society. 


‘The Native Indian goldsmith is, to begin 
with, onsily known by the yajndpavitam 
we unfrequently of silvor or gold) which 
“H8 wears across tho loft shoulder, and on 
tho strongth of which, mosb probably, ho 
lays claim to the social status of tho holy 
Brahman, The women, too, of this soc 
are at once made ont, as much by their 
peculiar stamp af features, os hy tho Brah~ 
manish disposition of their cloth, And thon 
the Pénchéla poople abntain, or at least 
profoss to abstain, from animal food and 
strong drink, It may not bo oul of pluco, 
though cortainly for from complimcntary, 
to stato that Indian goldsmiths avo by birth, 
by caste, and by professional otiquotto (1) 
what are tormod in the polito phrasculog 
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ofthe day ‘kleptomaniacs’ In fact so 
proverbial is the development of the thiov- 
ing faculty in workmen of this anata, tint 
there is a snying among us which informs 
-you that a goldsmith cannot make an omni 
mont even for his own wife, without first 
secreting some of the gold or silver givon | 
him for working upon ! 


And now let us pay a visit tothe labora. 
tory of one of these native Indian gold and 
silversmiths, It is nothing more. than a 
small room, or a paré of tho verandal: 
soreened off, opening atroatwards, as much 
for the admission of air and light, as for the 
convenioneo of customers and such of the 
passers-hy who might Jook in fora bit. of 
firo to light a cheroot with, A hollow,seoop~ 
ed out in the middle of the mud floor, does 
duty for the flreplace ; while, close by, thore 
jg raised a miniaturo. embankmons, somi. 
civoular in shape, with a-hole in the. middle 
of the base for the insertion. of the bellows 
when thoro is an extra amount of. molting 
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work on hand, Crucibles of clay, or cow~ 
dung, baked lard in’ the sun, tongs and 
hammers, potshords'of charcoal, dirty tina of 
water, and. little packets of sal ammoniag, 
resin, or other similar substances, all tio 
scattered about the floor in picturesque 
confusion. Sitting, or rather oronching, on 
their haunchos, in postures as comically as 
hey are intuitively suggestive of Darwin's 
heory of the Descent of Man, area couple of 
the Pénekdla wovkmon thomselves, Ono 
of them is blowing a pan of charcoal into 
flame ‘through an iron tube some eightcen 
inches long by one in diamoter, stirring up 
the loose charcoal with that languid nonchal- 
ance which is so provoking to the uropoan, 
Another is hammoring, with equal Jaziness, 
at a piece of silver wire on a little bit of 
anvil before him ; while a third is ‘taking it 
easy ;’ but all the while making a cugtomar, 
seated by, believe that he is working vory 
hard, over a pieco of work that has, most 
probably, beon laid aside untouched for 
some weoks past, And yob, with such misor 
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ablo tools, such innate aloth, and atch 
proverbial dishonosty, thoro eau ba little 
doubt that tho Hindu goldsmith turns ont 
work that well might, and ofton desvrvodly 
doos, rane with tho greatoat trinmpha af 
tho jowollor’s art. With all hia fuults, 
thorofore—anid tho boat of men are not // 
faultless—tho uativo goldsmith ia a deci 
dedly useful and even ornamental mombor of 
our society, ono of whom we might wall be 
proud, taking all things into coneideration. 


‘Wo ought not to omit to montion that, 
besides boing workers in tho procious aud 
otlior metals, mombors of the Pinetedla anstys 
aro nlso blacksmiths, oarpontors, buikdors and 
sculptors. A vory amall proportion of those 
eastes are followors of tho god Vishnu: 
tho bulle of thom profoss tho. Sativa faith; 
but ore, in roality, worshippora of demons 
ov the inferior orders of tutolar doition 
known in the country by tho namo of (frida 
Dévata. Choy burn, instoad of burying, 
their dead. 
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The interior economy of Panchala homo- 
steads hasnothing in it particularly striking, 
or particularly different from those of other 
castes, Only, as wo have mentioned already, 
thoy keep up as near as possible to the 
orthodox Brahman standard in all matters 
of coremonial, domestic or roligions, And 
ae with all this show of sanctity, it is a 
fict, a8 curios us it is signifionnt, that no 
‘other caste, not oven tho Sddra, will oat 
or drink with a Prnchitla—ns strong a piooo 
of evidence as could well bo desired to show 
that, as their sworn foos tho Brahmans say, 
the Pénohdla. people aro nothing moro or 
less thanan inferior race of upstarta who 
hope, by aping their bettors, to obtain a 
superior social station, 


Suoh, briefly, ave the Pénchdla poople of 
Southern India, who, thongh low onough, 
Brahmenieally speaking, ag a caste, are still 
not so low as tho ‘outeastes’ to whom wo 
shall call the reador’s attention in tho 
next Sketch of Native life which wo 
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hope to submit to him. Towovor involved 
in doubt and even dishonor their origin 
may be, there is no dauying thal they Corn 
an absolutoly indispensable elomont in ow 
native social organization; and wo should, 
therofore, be guilty of an almost unpardon. 
able indiseration, if, in what professes to by ‘ 
8 deseription of !Lindu homo life, wo shoul al 
fail to take at least tho sligit notice wo i W 
have done of them, en 
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LIHOUGH the well-known Pariah 
of Southern India is looked upon 
ag the only ‘ out-caste tribe’ among ua, still 
we vonture to think there are othor castes 
that might fairly come within the meaning 
of the term out-onste. Indeed, strictly 
spoaking, the Pariah is rather a non-enste 
than an oté-caste, Ionee there arises the 
necessity for distinguishing betwoon the 
~ a-caste mia zt-casto population of the 
~~ » Uf} and we wish it to be distinctly 
__Aderatood that we purpose notonly making 
the distinction, but also carrying out the 
thoory into practice in writing this sketch. 


Tho Pariahs, or, ab least, tho mombers of 
this class who aro found in tho Jarger 
towns, aro suffiiontly familiar to the Anglo- 
Indian ; for it is almost oxolusively from 
thoir ranks that houschold servants hail ; 
and, almost every type of the Pariah sor. 
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vant boing so cloverly desevibod in those 
capital * Roeulleetions of Hix-Deteative,"* 
wo shall loavo them out of our aceount Lor 
the prosqul, simply stating that, in tho mora 
yomoto villagos, they aro to bo fannd not 
oply ongaged as swoopora and othar mos 
nials, but also, in faiy aumbors, as fam 
laborers, gome of tham being oven Imul- 
o-vners in their own right, 

Thon thero is the Ohucktor, na the native 
Indian workman in leathor and hides tx onl. 
od. A. largo proportion of this class find 
employment in tho Consorvancy Nopart- 
mont of Municipalities, whore thoye modo 
institutions exist. Tho obhors ara oithar 
private scavongors or workos in leathor, 
Noithor of theso omploymonts boing yarti- 
culmly lucrative, and tho workmen thon. 
solves being noivhor particularly honesb nov 
particularly industrious, tho chucklorsa of 
Southern Tndia ayo tho poorost, most fynor - 
anband dogradod of thoix fellow snbjocts 
this part of tho country, 

+ By DS Winte,  Postor revs! 
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Both the Pariah and Chucklor puoplo, 
and a wholo lot of other hall-will tribes 
with whoso namos wo will nob trouble tho 
vondor, are supposed to bo tho aboriginos of 
tho country; and thoro is a good donl in 
such of thoir poouliay customs as lingor with 
thom at tho prosont day that justifios such a 
supposition, Tho very faot, for inatanco, of 
thoir boing roducod to thoir prosont stato of 
dogradation is in itsolf, proof that thoy 
must. havo long boon a conquorodst people, 
that sovoral succcssivo wavos of foreign in« 
vasion must lave passod ovor thoi honds, 
oro thoy bocamo tho dospisod and wrotolou 
people thoy now aro, And thon, as to ihoir 
peouliar customs, domon-worship, ong ol" 
tho most primitivo forms of roligious boliaf, 
is slill oxtant among thom, ax also, in somo 
casos, tho barbarous practico of polyandry, 
which obtained, if tho Mahé Bhdvata lies 
nob, among tho royu) familios of Unat day. 


Bosidos Pariahs, Chucklors, and hill, or 
wondoring, tribos, howover, thoro avo ollor 
0 
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pooplo alill in Hindu Sosial¥; to whom wo 
would draw attention, and to whom, in our 
opinion, the torm ‘out-cnsto’ applica with 
peculiar force, thoy boing as much looked 
down upon by the Sudvas (tho lowost order 
of Hindu castes propor) aa thoy themsolvos, 
in turn, look down upon tho Parish and his 
brotherhood, Wo rofor to suolt olomonts 
in our social organisation as tho barbor, tho 
washorman, the toddy-drawor, tho fishor« 
znun,. the pottor, and Buch liko, ‘Hagh of 
thoso callings, as is woll-known, ig. in tha 
habitual and horaditery kooping of a parti 
ocular (so-called) onsto, and to do othorwise 
would bo considored a disgraco if not a posix 
tivo ovino. 


With vs tho malo mombore of tho Antica 
‘ta, or Mangala (barber), On8b hoa 
ing hoiredvonsons,. nro, olto,, 8 
musicians; -and, in the: latter ong 

on indisponsablo foaturo In all ow 
‘and evor religions fostivitiog, ‘Tho idon of 
n ‘harbor surgeon,’ too, is # Lnmiliax ono 
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to. the Hindu.mind—tho xazor boing 
called into. voquisition to do duty for 
tho loncol, in“ many casos where the 
Jnttoy was cithor not forthcoming, or never 
heard of at all. ‘Tho villago-barbor boing: 
the chiof dopository. of all villago gossip, 
he ‘not. unfrequontly fills tho role of what 
ig onllod in Uppor India a ghatak, or nogooi« 
“atow of marriages, Womon of this casta 
practicn mid-wifory—in fuot, tho montion 
of thoiy vory namo is synonymous or, ati 
least, insoparably comootod with tho 
‘Qnnouncoment of an. ‘addition to tho 

i fennily! 


‘Tho Native Indian washorman-vona gront 
bugbear of Anglo-Indian life—is an indiga 
‘ponsable with ua; and, noxt:to tho membors 
of our own family, rocoivos} tho largosb 
amount of food and olothing from ua, 
Evory ovoning, as vogularly as tho¥lamps 
avo lit, doos yow washorman’s wife 
daughtor or mothor, turn up with » lorgo 
‘bagkot on hor hip covored with oloth, in 
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which sho makos hor house-lo-house col- 
lections of frosh-cooked rico, on which bho 
pooplo at homo aro dopondunt fov food, ns 
woll as for slarch to ho nau in tho 
loundry (1) Tho astylo of ‘washing? in 
vogno hoo must bo sniliciontly woll-known 
fo tho Anglo-Indisn xendor, the lave 
mention of tho oporation intutivoly con- 
joving up visions of smashod shirl-buttony, 
mingled laco points and similar ovils he hag 
sulfored in consoquonco thoroof, Ironing 
could not havo’ Loon in oxistonco as o 
distinel calling in tho timoswhon our castos 
and sub-castos camo inte oxistonea 3 and so 
wo havo no partioular casto following — thia 
yooation ; whilo curiously onouph, it is not 
inkon up by tho washermon  thomeelvos, 
ovory ironor of ow acquainianco (and wo 
havo had moro then onough of tholr ani 

acquaintance) boing of somo otltoy sauporlo 


onsto. 


Thon for tho ¢ toddy-drawors,’ Thoy ar 
oiled Shindy in Tami}, and Yidagae tee in} 


t 


‘ 


oh OUT CASTES. Wy 


Tolugu, «Tho slylo in which thoy climb the 
tall palm troos, for tho liquor which is the 
commonost intoxicating drink in tls part 
of tho country, might almost bo onviod by 
quadrumana; but, boyond this, and tho 
fact that in Tinnovolly (a districh whora 
Shdndr people ave found in. groat numbors) 
a largo numbor of thom havo ombracod 
Christianity, thoro is nothing particularly 
note-worlby 10 montion rogarding thom, 
According to Dy. 0. D, Macnuan, (at, 0,8.) 
to whoso volimo of * Standing Information” 
wo aro indobtod for many usofl partionlars, 
‘tho palm-cultivator oastos,” as ho calla 
“them are oloarly an aboriginal pooplo, and, 
ag a rulo, domon-worshippors.” 


« Tho fishing and hunting onstos,” as Dr. 
Maonuan stylos thom, aro Imown aa Sem 
badavar in tho Tamil, and. ns tho Beste, or 
Béya, pooplo in the Tolugn country. The * 
Tamil-spoaking seclion of this pooplo aro 
famous as tho clan of whom Apsiunan 
Cunrrr (the gentloman who lived noxt door 
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to tho Ico Tonge on tho South Bonch) ia tho 
osorvodly rospootod hond, ‘Choir Tolngn 
brothvon avo bobtor known aa pulli-hoarexa, 
and tho fruatod mossongora of banking 
housos, than as followors of Natnon ov TeaaKx 
‘Wanron, 


Lastly as to pottors, thoi? ‘horocitary 
ecoupation’ ig, of conse, that at the whool; 
working with which they turn out tho blaok 
and red vossola of the coarse carthonwara 
belonging to tho gonus ohatti. In..addition 
to thie, howevor, Indian pottora, avo adopts 
in tho troatinons of all ongos of Lrnobuvos and 
it is atill montionod, of course not in tho 
hosring ofa “Dootor dorat,’ how » native 
Kosavan (pobbor) anocossiully splintorod up 
the brokon arm of Lord Wurtintonx (thon 
Goyornor of Madvas) aftor all the Buglish 

' doctors had givin up the job as m hopoloas 
‘one, 


Thoso, briefly, aro tho aubedivisions of tho 
Hindu community, whom wo tangt wo havo 
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not givon unpardonable offence to in desig- 
nating ‘ out-castes,’ but, whon we flnd poo- 

ple of unquostionable Stdra origin indig. 
nantly refusing to admit thoso to any 
thing approaching equality, wo' aro ats losw 
to find any more suitable title for them; 


PARY SECOND. 
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OT fay away from the Taluk ‘Cute 
cherry; which wo dosoribo olso- 
where, thoro risos a building similar in 
external appearance, but more spacious 
in its interior accommodation, Tt is the 
Court house of the District Munsif, one 
of thoso gentlemon who, dvawing sularics 
of from two to throe hundred rupeos per 
mensem, avo allowed to try and dovido all 
civil suits, tho valuo of tho aubjoct mattor 
wherein does not oxcood two thousand 
five hundred rupeos. The offico establish~ 
* mento the Munsif is not a vory largo 
one; bub it is marvellously ofMloioent, it 
boing simply wondorful, the amount ‘of 
work that is carofully, corroctly, and ovon 
regulary, gono through in ono of thoso 
primary tndian Low Courts by mon ofton. 
poorly oducaled, and in ovory onao wrotoh- 

edly paid, 
We shall pay onr visit to tho Munsif’s 
Court about noon, when tho wholo mach 

" 
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nery of local administrative justica ig in 
fall swing, Tho Munsif himaolf, you will 
find seated insido a small ‘railed ond 
vaisod’ encloanro at ono ond of the can« 
tral hall of the building. Jn front of him 
crowding on beuches that surround the 
threo sidos of & rongh aquare table, are 
the Vokils, the mombora of tho looal 
pars whilo, seated ab another table, plac 
ed against the railings of tho bench (I) is 
the Gumasta (clerk), whose duty 1b ta to 
take down the dopositions of witnoss dn 
ewtenso, as woll ag to ‘awon’ thom in 
pefore they bogin to doposo, To tho 
Munsif’s right, squatting on a little bit 
of carpoting spond on. tho floor, thore is 
anothor Gumaste auporintonding the stamp= 
ing of a number of (duplionto) proogpyey! 
with n goal hoaring ane A 
oy 


Mirbsit's signstwg.. Bosldes Asta! H 
is-ofton called upén to do ‘odds and ends 


of work in the way of writing, Some. 
times, for instanco, tho Munsif finds (ns 
ho almost always doos on thoso daya set 


* 
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apart for the hearing of what avo callod 
‘small’ causos) that ho has more casos on 
hand ho oan got through, if he woro to 
havo them oalled on one by ono; and, 
accordingly, it is né uncommon scene for 
two, and sometimes even three, casos being 
called on simultaneously, and the evidence 
taken down simultancously, ono in front, 
and the other on each side of the learod 
Munsif, who is, of course, supposed to be 
attending to them all with oqual cave and 
thought The day whon wo pay our visit, 
however, is not such a vory busy duy; and 
yeb there is quite onough and to spare of 
nojae and bustle such as are the invariable 
accompaniments of say public proopeding 
in the country, Not only aro the Court. 
room, verandahs and ovon office-room filled 
by almost overy variety of tho ganug liti- 
gant, as woll as thoir agonts and logal advi- 
ners; bub hore aro also to be found suoh olo~ 
ments (indispensablo in Indian Law Courts) 
as stamp vendors, law brokers, and ¢ stand- 
ing witnesnes’ (these last-named gontlemon 
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going aboutseoking whint thoy might devour 


by way of paymant for porjnry!) aa well 
as sollors of Lrnita and othor ontables, 
Among the sovornl groups of poople we sao 
under the treda in tha Court-houso ‘come 
pound,’ thoro is ono particularly nobicorblo, 
being undor tho chargo of an offieor of tha 
Court. “They avo tho wilnoaios in a auit 
now undor trial; nnd avo thorefore, (pro« 
ably at the requost of ono of tho ¢ partion’) 
placed under this restraint, to provent thoir. 
holding any communication with those of 
thoir number who havo hoon alrondy oxa~ 
mined, Wo havo our own gravo doubts, 
howovor, how far this vigilanvo will seonro 
the desivad ond. ‘Tho ‘ofticors of the Conrt? 
on whom such dutios dovolyo ava noibhor 
the. boat paid nor tho moxt upright, of 
Governmont omployda : and a fow rupoes, or 
even annas vary often auflice to induce ong 


of them to, permit, or at lonat to wink aba 


witness: being conchod up in his part almost 
andey the Judga’a own nose, 
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hot us, however; watch the proccedings 
now going on in open Cont. Aa wo havo 
said alvendy, there is n caso under trial ; 
and, a8: usual, tho: plaintiff. and dofendant 
are represented by one or more of the 
“native lawyers (?) going by tho designation 
of Vahil, and combining in-the exorcise of 
their professional (!) fanotions the dutios of 
both the Attorney and the Barristor of the 
English bar—proparing a oliont’s caso out 
of Conrt, and plonding tho samo in Court. 
There is a decided ‘family likeness’ in tho 
dress and goneral appoaranoe of these Vakils. 
“sAlhofthom. wear the pagrt (hoad-cloth) of 
white spotted dirty-red onlico ; almost: all 
of thom, too) make use of spectacles: of 
vayious antiquated dosigus ; and 6yery one 
of them has his uttartyan (upper cloth) 
carefully folded narow ond bound after tho 
fashion of a girdlo sbont tho waist, This 
partioulay disposition of the apparel, wo 
should montion, is a sign of gront rospact-— 
worshippers, and even priests, in a Hindu 
temple, always. approaching tho imago with 
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their upper-oloth girl about the loing, Alt - 
who have had any experience of this dos- 
cviption of our Courts in the Mofuanil will, 
we assure, agree with us in thinking that o 
too groat amount of noisy squabbling forms 
the chief fonture in the conduct of casos by 
looal Vakils; but it must also bo gnid, in 
justice to the class, and taking into conai- 
deration the. comparatively nova) and deoid- 
edly disndvantagedua: olronms 
which they: ate, called: upon, 
practice under a systom:of la 
to sny the least, a very strong, if not a vor'y 
largo, foreign eloment in it, that thoy do 
yery woll indeed on tho whole. ‘hero ia 
also ono other thing in their favor, and 
thot is that almost every one of them dia« 
plays ano inconsidorable amount of. naturgl 
talong for tho profossion he follows, soma of 
them being really worth listoning to, and 
others: exhibiting very remarkable powors 
of cross-examination, WWardly-my of those 
Vakila. grow English; snd they are, there. 
fore, entirely dependont, for their. know 
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ledge of existing lows, on the misty, noxt- 
to-nsoless, translations into their. vernaou- 
lars of the ‘various: législative enact 
ments. 


“Well, such are the gontlemon who: are 
supposed, to assist (?) the Munsif in trying 
suits, and coming to.a clear, if not correct, 

‘conclusion as to the soveral questions, of, 

property, title, &o., that are continually 

orepping up bofore a Court of Justice. 

Though the Vakils aro, is a rule, not over 
 WOllraducated men (not to say but indifter- 
: Vots-ab best) the great majority of 
our District Munstfs ane, as must be admit. 
ted very fairly up: to. the work they'.ave 
expected to do, many. of them possessing 
an amount of logal lore which is.as praiso- 
worthy as. it is remarkable among 4 class 
who have absolutely and literally no means 
whatever for adding to, oy improving, their 
knowledge of things in genoral, or law in 
particular. We could easily niontion in« 
stances by the scorein which’ the highest 
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judicial tribunal of this Prosidoncy has up- 
held the finding of Munsifs, oven in onaos 


‘where thoy bad boon reversod by an-appol- 


late suthovity (tho District Court) ; and 
whore such a provocding was not only con~ 
sidered the proper thing by thoao immodi- 
atoly interested in the matior, but was algo 


-Jookod upon by tho psoplo at huyo ns ono 


of tho many proofs thoy ave. amvoundéd by 
that the Buitish Government: 
ally impartial ono, and haath 
of its subjocts ever at‘hoark, 









Wo, must, however, proceed . with our 
dopicturement of tho scone before us, A, 
witness, who hos now beon fairly through 
tho ordoal of his oxamination, ovoss-exami- 
nation, and ro-oxamination, is having his by 


‘no meuns uriprolix deposition road alond: to 


him by tho Gumaste, of whom montion lina 
boon made already, This roading aloud, 
givos's briof broathing timo to ovory ono in 
Court but the Mungif, « largo hoap of papers 
being ‘brought in for him to sign just. at 
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that moment, orsome other prossing matter 
having to bo looked into before tho noxt 
witness is put into the box. Tivery hody 
elso, however, is “ taking it oasy.” Some 
go out for a little fresh air or a drink of 
water, others to blow the noso or to take a 
' pinch of snuff, This is also tho timo for 
the daldl (broker) to introduce a new olient 
to the vakil for whom he touts, ay woll ag 
for the client to say all that ho has to his 
‘couneel’ (1) about the points the coming 
witness must be quostioned about. And 
80.0n, witness aftor witness comes, and wit- 
neas after witness goes, with other bits of 
- judicial work in tho alroady montionod 
‘reading aloud’ intervals till lato in the 
evening, often long after lamp-light. Such 
ig the Munsif, and such his official life and 
work, Thero is not much perhaps of plea- 
sure, cortninly nothing of novolty, in it; 
except indeed whon it becomos the painful 
‘duty of tho Muusif to sanotion the institu. 
tion of a prosecution for forgory or porjury 


—cases happily of vory rare oacurronce ; 
i Q 
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but it is upon tho consciontious and offoct~ 
ive dischargo of dutios such as those that 
much of our national and social happinoay 
and prospority doponds; and tho Munsif, 
thoroforo, because bul senrcoly disappoint. 
ing our oxpectations of him, is mnquostion~ 
ably ontilled to honorablo, if not thankful, 
mention iu an account, liko the prosont, of 
one of tho many phases of Native Indian 


(oficial) life. 
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i ig somewhat outlandish term ia one 
among a, perfect host of words adopt- 
ed from tho Tindustani (or Persian) langue 
age during the period of the Mahammadan, 
supremacy in India; and it is presorved 
among the public institutions of the pre- 
sent period, most probably for want of a 
hotter expression, ifoven so good a one can 
be found in tho Hnglish languago, Ino 
large place, like the city of Madras, public 
offices and officials ave not thought much of, 
in not o few cases hardly known; and, go, 
though we have a “ Sheristaddy” both in 
tho Board of Revonuo, and (till recently) 
in the Iligh Oourt of Judicature, wa quoss 
tion whether ton out of every hundred 
people wo meat, whe ara not diroatly 
connected with tho offices just roforrod 
to, know anything of the gonilomon fil. 
Lng the appoigtment of Shoristad&r thore< 
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in. In tho Mufissal, howovor,—and our 
remarks on tho prosont occasion apply to 
the Muffssal alono—tho Shoristaddr who. 
thor of the Collector's office, or the District 
Court, ia a far moro important, ov at all 
ovents & much botter known, porsonage ; 
and this nob so much from his boing tho 
most influontial public officer in tho loca. 
lity, a8 from his being tho matin (in many 
cases tho only) channel of communication 
betweon tho common pooplo and ‘tho gontle- 
mon’ as wo call our Ttwopean suporiors. In 
tho fino old days, as they aro called, of 
“John Company, my Jo,” whon fow if any 
of our Huropean suporiors know tho vernn- 
oulars, whon judgos (?) wero not ashamod 
to say in opon court, replying to objeotions 
raised by counsel, ‘I muat first conault my 
Sheristadéx’ (1), and whon Colloctors used to 
sign papers by tho acoro, placed bofore them 
by the Shoristadax, simply asking, porhapa 
with an oath, ‘ Where am Ito sign ?~in 
those good old days, we say, ib was indeod 
a grand thing to bo a Sheristadér; and wo 


PaRT. IL] THE “ SHERISTADAR,” 183 


don’t think any one of that class of state 
functionary in those times retived from 
sorvice without having amassed a very con- 
siderable fortune, and withont having pro- 
vided more or less handsomely for not only 
the remotest of his kinsfolk, but even for 
his various hangers-on. In tho present day, 
too, when we have the rule rather than the 
exception of covenanted officers protty tainly 
acquainted with tho customs and languages 
of the people, and whon the * Bahadtrism’ 
of the H, EI, Ors regime has well nigh 
subsided into a thing of the past, and when, 
therefore, the once almost unbounded ‘in- 
fluence’ of tho Shoristadgr is now pretty 
generally undorstood to havo beon numbered 
‘among the things that were,—-oven in tho 
present day, wo repeat, the Shoristadir’s is 
by no means a despicable, though in somo 
eases a poorly paid, post, 


Let us take, for instance, the Tustin 
Sheristadér, as he is callod, of the Collector. 
ate office, Ho is the head of the Vernacu- 
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lay Department, to coin an oxprossion, or, in 
other words, is the channel through which 
alone his official suporiors (who soldom, i 

evor, posdoss HO intimate an acqnaintane 

with tho Vernacniars ag to vondor tha assiat, 
ance of an inlorpretor or translitor unt 
necessary) can obtain any information on 
any subject Uhst has como up for disposal, 
and that doves nol como within tho Lotuds 
of tho ordinary roulino of dutios involved in 
our criminal administration, Tho Shoris« 
tndiv also has to bo prosent at all investigae 
tions that are nob of a magistorial charac. 
tor—that branch of the Collector's dutios 
boing about tho only one with which tho Sho- 
ristadée ig not connoctod, And thon, during 
the time of the Collector's jamdbands (oir. 
cuit), tho Shorisiadéy is an indisponsablo 
glumont in thal “Lifo in Camp and Cat- 
chory” go ably, faithfully, aud happily, do. 
picted by tho lato Colonol Muspows ‘Payror, 
1 has boon not unjustly romarkod that a 
Sherisladir's duties dopond almost ontiroly 
on “ Masler’s pleasure.” Wo could ousily 


‘ 
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enumerate instances whoro, whon oither the 
Collector was particularly lazy, or tho Sho- 
vistedér particularly smart, tho Jatter was 
made a perfect beast of burden of by the 
former; but to go into dotails such as those, 
however intoresting, if not instructive, 
would be too great a digrossion from the 
line we have chalked out for ourselves in 
professing to trent of the different aspects 
of Native life—would result in the intro- 
duction of a great donl too much of the 
foroign elomont to justify tho heading undor 
which we now write, 


We shall now turn to the Shoristadér of 
a District Court, the kind of officor wo had in 
mind when we made the romark that Sho- 
ristadérs are sometimos poorly paid. Vory 
few (if you except tho crowd of gaping 
vakils that always congregate in tho vici- 
nity of a Collector's camp) know or sco 
much of the Collector's Shoristadér in his 
official capacity ; but his brother in tho 
District Court is differently situated, ‘Tho 
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namo of tho duties to which ho has to 
attend is logion. Besides being hold, in a 
gonoral way, rosponsiblo for ovorything 
thet may go wrong in tho comparativol, 

limited offico altachod bo a District conf 
the Shoristaday has to do tho work of rogis” , 
tray, interpretior, and judgo's lorie. JTo has, 
that is to any, to allix his ‘initinls with 
date’ to evory papor that is presontod in tho 
courso of business, To has to go through 
an amount of viva vode interpretation both 
during the oxamination of witnesses, and 
when the Conrt delivers judgment ov makes 
an order, which wo for ono fool suro wo 
would vory soon broak down undor; and, 
last, though not least, ho haa to go caxo- 
fully through overy prpor connooted with 
matters coming on for disposal in Court, 
and make himself thoroughly familiar with 
the detuils of ovory cuso, nol untroquently 
having to draw up a full summary of suelgt 
details for the convonionae of the Ind 
should that officor not tale sufliciont /in- 
terest in his work to allow of his stud 
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up etch case for himself. And all this, tho 
Shoristadér did, till lately, for only a hun- 
dved rupoes por mensem! We do nol, like 
the author of a pamphlet* recently reviewed 
by us, feel ourselves called upon to ‘lift up 
our voice and ery’ against the evils existing 
under the present system of judicial acdmi- 
nistration in this country ; bub wo are very 
decidedly of opinion that it is a point not 
to be passed ovor without nolico, at least of 
a regretful kind, that so much and such im 
portant work should bo roquired of such 
poorly paid and at best bug indifferently 
iweated native officials. 

And now, ore we close, for a brief sketch 
of the Sheristadér himself, Our own ear- 
liest recollections of this class of official 
dignitury wore of a thin, small-made, man, 
with a complexion of a sickly pale shade of 
* bamboo,’ sparso moustacho, an cnormous 
hooked nose with huge spectacles balanced 
thereon, ous of which glittered a pair of * 





-_s Our Conits of Law, and “ Now te mmprove them.” 
By A, IL, Higginbotham aud Co, 
R 
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oyes that fastened on you with an almost 
fascinating brillianco at tho firsb glance, 
With this Shoristnddy of our boyish days : 
too, wore ingoparably associated tho dark 
purple pagr% (hoadgoar) and long flowing 
ang? (or overcoat) of whito muslin whieh 
have now almost ontirely pono out of 
fashion, Nov, in thoso timos, woro native 
officials provided with chairs and tables, 
Nothing like it, Tho Sheristaddy and all 
his underlings ant cross-leggod, (or reclined 
and dozed duving tho intorvaly of duty) on 
dindw tivdsi (carpot and cushions) with a 
‘sloping. lidded box’ on four diminutive 
legs in front to do duty for tublo, desl, and 
ollica box, Many o time do wo rocollect 
sooing tho Shoristadéy tako uw furtive. pinch 
of snuff ‘under covor’ of. ‘this box ~whon. 
Mastor’s back was: turnod, or his nttontion 
was, engaged elsewhere. Now, however, 
times. have changed, and wo have had ou 
feelings not a little shocked at the spoota. 
ole of a Shoristadér belonging to the gonns 


“Young Madras’ making au oxhibition of 
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_himsolf in boots, trousers, and whet ho 
called a ‘ coat, looking as like a well-dvass~ 
ed coachman as the proverbial “ two peas.” 
‘We avo nob prepared to say whether or not 
in shaking off the appropriate if not elegant 
attire of our forefathers, the present race 
of subordinate native officials have also 

~ done away with that love for bribes which 
was the proverbially ‘ bosetbing sin’ of thoir 
predecessors in office; but wo can havo no 
hesitation in saying, that, as a rule, they 
aye very well up to their work, and possess 

-an amount of intelligenco and goneral 
knowledge which is most highly creditablo 
to people in theiy walk of lifo and with 
their almost absolute lack of advantages 
and opportunities for self-improvement, If 
we cannot look upon the Sheriatadér of the 
present day as a ‘Pillar of the State,’ wo 
can, at all events, sob our minda at rest on 
the score of his ability and fitnoss, in 

\ ninoty-niue instances out of the hundred 
«for the post he fills. 


eel 
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MN SMALL square builé bungalow, tho 
walls of mud-and-brich contad with 
chunam plaster, and tho ‘overlasting rod- 
tiled roof? coming down in a foursidad 
yorandah—tho whole building nol uupic. 
turesquely situated in a clump of mango 
and margose treos closo by the Grand Trunk 
Road,—such is the oxtorior of onr Ladeth 
Kachehdri, the office, in athor words, of the 
gentleman to whom wo aro about to intro- 
duco the reader, As tho Hahaslldir is oni« 
nontly a public charactor with us, and is 
almost inseparably associated, in tho popular 
mind, with offioia) rather than domostio lifo, 
wo havo choson him for Uhe third of thig 
sorios of papers; and, for the same ronsou, 
wo shall visit him in his office and duving 
office hours, rather than calling on him in 
his privato residenco, and duving ono of the 
few hours he has to himeelf. 
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And now let us enter the ‘ Outchery Bun- 
galow.’ As you go in, mounting on steps of 
indifferently dressed slabs of Jatorite, you 
will pass a constable in the well-known 
police undress uniform keeping sentry with 
a musket on his shoulder. Small groups of 
men, and in some cases a few women and 
children (probably parties or witnosses in 
some cases that may be ponding before the 
Tohasilday in his Magisterial onpacity,) may 
be seen sleoping, or squatting, under the 
trees or in the verandah, Well, you proceed, 
enter a broad inner verandah, one half of 
which, that to your right, is Atted up as a 

~~ sort of mock-miniature court-house—throo 
pieces of board builbinto a sort of pial with 
® char behind is the ‘ bench ;' while a couple 
or three date palm leaf mats spread on tho 
floor avo supposed to suffice for all purposos 
of accommodation, whether for parties, visi~ 
tors, or even such ‘membors of tho Jocal 
bar’ as may occasionally pub in an appear- 
ance in their professional capacity. Though 
not ‘sitting,’ in the law-slang acceptation 
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of the torm, wo find our friond, the local 
reprosontative of the Clovornmont, sontod in 
this part of tho building, pon in hand, with 
& goodly array of tapo-tiod packols, and 
othor papers looso boforo him. To his right, 
leaning against a pillar, and surrounded with 
ondjan sud other documonta, account books 
and othor records, somo bundled up in dirty 
ink-bospablored pieces of coarso country 
calico, and others lying sonttored ovor tlio 
fadod bit of oarpot, thoro sils his factotwm, 
the Toad Qumdeda (chief olork,) Bohind 
tho Tahasildar is tho shrof' (oashior), busy 
counting monoy, soparating the bags or 
heaps of evin before him into ordorly litle 
pilos of twvonty or tavonty-flve, to ts pron 
bably yocoiving ® romittnnoo from the tn. 
torior, or about to forward monoy to tha 
head-quarters of tho District, Standing 
against tho wall to the 'Tahnsildar’s loft: aro 
a couple of peons (ordorlios) woaving shoul» 
der belts (of the fashion so woll-known in 
Tndia) of Ioopavd skin, supporting a brass 
badge of thoir office, Though in tho most 
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statuesque of postures, motionloss, and ovon 
looking almost asleep, they are all on tho 
alerl, and will be off like a shot to do their 
master’s bidding at the slightost nod or 
signal, There are some two or three othor 
paid clerks, and about half a dozon or so of 
the class known as wmédudr (volunteors,) of 
whom a number aro invariably to be found 
hanging about every public office in the 
mofussil, doing odds and ends of work as 
muoh to oblige ‘ permanont incumbents,’ as 
to establish a sort of claim to ontortninmont, 
diroctly a berth falls vacant, or whenovor, 
ag at the close of the official yoar, additions! 
hands are taken on. Then there are, also, 
{ atow Karanam fellows (village accountants) 
who have been either specially swamoned 
to give evidence, or for purposes of rofer- 
once, or who have come np to the Wik Sta- 
tion on somo business of thoir own, and so 
come here to pay their humble respocts to tho 
gentleman who is as much, anda great deal 
more, the ‘Lord and Mastor’ of tho Talng, 
than a Collector is of his District, or even 
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a Govornor of his Prosidoncy. In tho oily 
of Madras, for instancv, tho viloal jutha 
driver (vilest, we would Leg to stato, we 
usod to quulily judka, nob dvivor) will hardly 
go an inch out of tho road to make way for 
‘Yis Excolloncy’, In fac wo know of a 
menmbor of this coufratority onco actually 
‘yacing’ a gabernatorial carvingo and pair 
on its way fvom Guindy Pavk to thu 
Govornmont Houso, Mount Read! Tn tho 
Laluk, howovor, wo have Lobtlor notions of 
the way in which to vboy tho procopl which 
tolls us, among othor things, lo ‘honor the 
king,” which term, we bolieve, includes nll 
reprosontatives of tho ruling powor, Very 
fow pooplo, nono porhaps bub strangers, 
would think of passing tho Wahasildor iu the 
streot just with a bow ora saleam Tven 
though ho should ask you not to trouble 
yoursol{, nothing short of tho  dimat 
necosaity should prevont your tivning bach 
and accompanying him to the place he may 
then bo proceeding to; and, oven thence, 
unlogss you wish tobe considered proud or 
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tnmannerly, you dare not depart unless the 
gveat man himself vouchsafes to give you 
your dismissal, Look, tao, when the 
Tuhasildar passes slong the streets ; and sea 
if you can find » single person, however 
feable or tired, sented on any of the street 
pials, or failing to perform a low obeisance, 
Note also, in the Cutcherry itself, with what 
absolute venoration his underlings approach 
him, their hands on thoir lips, and hushing 
their voices almost to a whispor, the hend 
bent, and the word “ohittam” (“your will? 
or “ pleasure") preceding every reply of 
 théivs, ‘however bilief, to his questions, and 
even to his angriost expressions. Of course, 
@ good deal of this almoat sorvile obsoqui- 
ousneds must be, and is, fast disappearing 
with our acquisition of Anglicised notions ; 
but, wo must confoss, we would far rathor 
heay the “ olitiam,” humblo, and even 
hypocritical porhaps, but unsubstitutably 
auave, of our forofather’s times, then tho 
half-lazy, half-insolont, ‘Y-a-a-s’ of the 
ridiculously Anglicised native clork of the 
present day. 
s 
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“Wo must, howover, haston on to n short 
Aogoription of tho ‘laharildar himself, Ho 
ig; of courso, a Brahman; and, alimoat of 
course, © Brahman rojoicing in tho title of 
Riu: Wocannot, with tuth, say tat he 
ig, ng wo soo him now, a particularly good 
looking man; but wo can onsily goo that he 
ig ono possossed of no moan amount of 
intelligence, Ibis the hent of tho day, and 
our Tohosildar hag not only xomoved, his 
atiMlystiod pagrt (hond-dross) and laid, his: 
bare hoad, almost bald, opon to the soothing 
influenoo of tho paniha ovorhend, but haa 
also diveatod himsolf of his long jackot (us 
wo cull tho ovorooat of cotton) and ia sitting 
in a sort of tindor. shirt, half open at tho 
‘bosom, and tho usual vdiliti or (lower alot), 
Wo is writing rapidly; og No is listening to 
a potition that is boing rend wloud to him 
by a clorkvery: probably tho. writing ia 
on entirely differeiit businosa from that to 
which. tho petition refers; but.our. friond 
knows that not only this but a wholo Jot of 
“other work must bo dono boforo he oan 


‘ 
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leave office ; and, oven: then, pect: hie, 
i may have-to omry home’ some papers fo be: 
attended to before he comes to office noxt 
day. © 

“Placed: in oharge of the entire vevenue, 
tnd often the entire magisterial, interests 
rey | tracts of country not unfrequently 
‘this ‘ards of five hundred square milos in 
imentht, tho Tahasilday has no casy timo of 
ever, y may bo sure. It is certainly, there- 
functi grant oxedit to tho class, as a wholo, 
jnetondie administration of the Prosidoncy 
appairge’is in so very. satisfactory 9 condi- 
: Ofcourse,” we do hear, now and’ 
then,” of some: scoundrel screwing bribes 
out of the poor with a spirit worse than 
that ofa fiend; and thera have been nob a 
few Tohasildars that havo contributed: to 
the stato oexchoquor by way of jines 
disgorged out of their ill-gotton gains, not 
to mention those whom oven-handod justico 
has dealt tho harder blow that falls on tho 
conviotod felon’s hond; bub, taking thom, 
all in all, and considoring tho. peculiar 
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sumetanees under which they have to 
York, wo do not think i6 can he denied 
thap Talasildara area very hnrdovarklag, 
honost, and ovon honorably, clasy of public 
oflcials—a yory important items among tha 
many agoncios now al work for tha im 
provement of the country, i 
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As we stated, in the foregoing paper tho 
Tahastlday of a taluk has very often, more 
frequently indeed than not, in addition to 
his duties as a revenue officor, also’ the 
magisterial chargo of his féluk; and, in 
this capacity, ho is kuown by tho above- 
mentioned designation, Some times, how- 
evor, the Sub-Magistvate has no revenue 
functions whatover to perform, as, for 
instance, in tho case of thoso who are 
appointed to those ‘ divisions,’ as thoy are 
Gilled, of the country where the Zaminddré 
gystom of collecting revenue obtaina, Tn 
such oases, as we nocd not inform such of 
ow roaders a8 ave to any oxtent familiar 
with the internal administration of the 
country, the Sub-Magistrate is nota very 
great personage, and’ is never paid more 
than a hundred rupoes; while, as Tahasil- 
dar, he might draw a monthly salary of 
from a hundred and fifty to fwo hundred 
and fifty rupees. 
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taken up for ‘committing nuisances’ during 
tho past night) aro now over; md wa 
therofora observe tho aolitary Gumdata 
(clork) in tho Snb-Magistrato’s offico buay 
rocoiving monoy from Polico Conatnblos, 
which thoro Jattor gontlomon havo just col- 
leotod ay finos from auch of the unfortunate 
‘night casos,’ ag have boon found guilty of 
tho ' offence’ alrendy specified, Other police. 
men are going aboub backwards and for. 
words, ag if for want of bettor employment 
~one of them now and then bawling out the 
vernacular word for ‘silence,’ whilo anothor, 
porhaps, calls oul tho namos of partios or 
wilnessos as tho Magintiato may require 
thom, Scattored in gronpsa undor the troos 
in the ‘cutoherry’ compound, thoro are a 
numbor of pooplo of almost avery caste. ,’ 
Somo of them aro thore aummoned ag wits) 
nossos ; othors como up to lodge petitions oh 
complaint, and others again, porhaps thtgr 
greater parb of the crowd, idle Ioungora just 
come in to look at the fun! Last but.not least, 
among tho elomonts in a ovawd thal congro- 
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taken up for Scommitting nuinances’ during 
tho part night) ary new every ond we 
tharofora observa tha solitary Cfaeidads, 
(clork) in the SulyMagiatraty’a effin bay 
rousiving money Gon Polien Contihtos, 
whioh there latter gentlemen fiave junk cole 
Jectad ax fines fran snoh of the unfortunate 
night enaor,? ax havo hoon Gamal guilty at 
tho ‘offence’ alvendy specified, Othor potion. 
men avo going about backwarda and fore 
wards, og if for want of batter amploymaut 
—~one of thom now and thon bawling ont the 
vornneilar word for ¢ Rilo, while mother, 
porhapa, cally ont ¢ho mamiea ef? paaetivn ov 
witnerses ad tho Miygiatrades anny require 
thom, Seattorod in gronps wader Ure troun 

in tho ‘onteherry’ compound, thera ara a 

nanibor of peaple of almond avery cust. 

Somo of thom are thera aummonoed aa wity/ 
nossos ; olora como tip to lodge petitions 1 

complaint, end obhovn again, parkas yor 
grantor part af tho crowd, idle lounpare frat 
conte in ta look at the fant Taint batt net lenat, 

among the alamonta ia a cvawd Unt canpra 
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gatos in tho vicinity of any court ore tho 
daldls (broker’,) whose specially chosen 

. vocation would appear to be that of “ stir- 
xing up strife” aud, otherwise endeavoring 
to keep the valils for whom they tout sup- 
plied. with cases, as well as their own very 
excellent selves in pretty comfortable oxist. 
ence. Besides touting, and pettifogging, 

-theso gentlemen also not unfrequently 
undertake to procure evidence of any des. 
cription—commonly oral, in tho shapo of 
false witnossos; and, on rare occasions, 
of course when there is a largor amount 
of gain, documentary evidence too, in. the 

‘ shape of antedated stamps, or neatly forged — 
| ignatures. 

s” Such are’ the characters ordinarily mot 
with in e Sub-Magistrate’s Outchorry in tho 
Mofussil ; but'lob us turn our attention . to 
the case which, as wo noticed alrondy,. is 

* now undorgoing invostigation. It is ond of 
thogo cases, so common in Indian villages, 

. of dispute between two difforent parties 
the Gréma Munsif (village Magistrate) 

T 


lik UE MU MAGINTIATE — PPAler UL 


siding with ono, and tho (eden Kayan 
(villygo acquantant) sidings with the other, 
Tho vluge mate, juab now, by ne nena 
of ono chyno against porkap dewey or 
tivo of the membia of Gh oppanity teetion 
is ono of Ginginal expen and mall; ard, 
asa matter of courke, Wore ane a perferk 
host of witiewies on eithur ld to mwene fa 
their own pruticular version of tho atary. 
Onsos of Uhik Icind, owidon boing af vary 
frequent vcourrence, alxo take up & gront 
doal of tine-zometinoy going on for 
govoral days toyothor—tho yahils en both 
pidlod inginting, ax only native Liatian 
Mofuasil vakila cn insint, on every ona of 
tho wituowes thoy have eitul being examin: 
od, In tho far gono paat, fur the pouple« 
who livod wheroin our immortal Manu. 
logivlatod, onyox of this doxoriplion ware 
vithor ubsolutely unknown, ov gutted in an 
hou or wo before the village Danrdsigut, 
Coming down bo Inter Linn, af which waves 
heard our fathers toll, Was Dadian villages 
had too wholenome ty dead af the subayy 
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(Mahomoden) powor to think of going 
before its ropresontatives for an adjudication, 
of his rights. In these tho goldon days of 
India, under tho British flag, cases of this 
naturo ave the most numorous, if they aro 
noither the most serious nor tho most 
vexatious ways in which, seeking to vindi- 
cate his rights (existing or imagtnary), tha 
litigious Ilinda rushes off into a criminal 
cours with mabter which, if triable at all, 
should havo beon brought before a judicial 
civil tribunal—whero, however, things can’t 
be done quito as quickly as one could wish ; 
nor does one think very seriously thereof, 

With these, perhaps somewhat digrosstve 
jemarks we shall close a brief, and therefore 
necessarily imporfeot, sketch of tho ofoial 
life and dutios of an avorago uativo Sub. 
Magistrate in this Prosidoncy, frankly 
stating, howover, our vegrotat boing unable 
with tho limilod spaco and time at ony 
command, to do full justice to a subject ag 
extensivo and entertaining as it is import- 
out and interesting. 
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NO 1115 vendor mumt ined tay abianggorta 
Hidin Co whont thee apqeaition off the 


Tndnin “holhyia net fimilian, he traveller, 
whother hy vel, rail, of even canal, onmot 
fail to dinve noticud thera copremontatives 
of tho powors Uhat-bo who (olud inn uniter 
nok entirely wanenggeative of a groom's 
livery, with turbans of xearleb cotton hound 
ant pulded on to nakull eap of banboe 
wicker work, wilh regulation helt, Baten 
thud dimdily to eomploty tho piatnre) meet 
ong ek avery turn, GUcingg good care, lhawe 
ovo ta tuoenp, Tike Cie proverbial "hast 
shilling,’ just when of wanbal, Tf any 
bo wi well for ne to atate here thats bye the 
torm Spoliemmin,’ we do mob ment ta cone 
Hoy oor prowut rematke be member ef the 
lower vindor in tha polign foroay hk Guat it 
is one intention sathas ta we the word in 
ite more extended signification, as appli. 
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cablo to o first class Inspoctor (the highost 
police berth to which a native is appointed) 
as well as a last class Constablo, 


‘Wo might stato also that, partly on 
account of its being of comparatively novel 
introduction, the present system of Police 
ia decidedly unpopular, Not that it is not 
an immenso improvement on the old * chat? 
{ov village) system ; bub that to the Hindu 
mind anything novol must necessarily be 
bad, and is thorefore looked upon with 
minglod dislike and distrust. 


In a place like the city of Madras whore 
the Anglicised element is great, and many 
other counteracting influencos prevail, the 
‘policeman is a comparatively insignificant 
charactor; but, in tho Mofussil, and still 
moro in tho romotor villages, tho policeman 
is on individual with whom evoryone is 
most dosivous of standing well, if ho is not 
looked upon with an amount of positive 
dread, especially by the lowor and unedu- 
cated classes, While thoro oan bo no doubt 
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that dinhononly mul nalpractizes. are the 
rule rather than Cr exception ain Ue 
lower ardor of tha puliaa oxtentive, ik 
cannot bo deni, on die ther inet, that 
thoie tomplations ave uy preout me thie wark 
in hard, Chankloxt, and aniserabty paid for, 
Look for insbuiew ab the quality: sat yuna 
tity of work arbition ofleer, who belted, 
ia oxpoatod to do, on a anlury never oxaoods 
ing twenty-five rupess pox monaom, offen 
much lesa. Elo ia tho presiding goniua of 
tho théne (station howso) you will find tn 
tho hoart of a protly Targa village, and is 
tho solo roprosoutntive of te ruling power 
for novoral amiloa ayvonnd, if intloed you 
oxdopt auch oxalted poraonagoa an. bho 
Tuapostor of tho Diviaion, or tho Magistrate 
oof the Télik, whose visite to the amallor 
-atatfous, 1€a8 all. known, aro; Wee thowa off” 


‘ Ho in ‘tae: Walwaens 
‘Lite station house Je nob a. vory protantiour 
looking ercotion ; bub it is kopt singularly 
noati and trim, Thera:avo a few. flower 





PART 1] THD POLIORMAN, 159 


plants in front, with the gratefal shado of a 
couple of margosa troos- overhanging the 
entrance, and in fact the wliole building. 
There is a somewhat formidable array of 
oyonstted. muskets: on a stand, with o 
‘aword or two suspended from a nail in the 
wall Then there ave a. whole lot of 
handenfls of difforent sizes, some of thom 
kept polished ready for use, others in 
a state of chronic rust and disuse. ‘Tur- 
‘bons, bolts, and batons alroady doseribod, 
lie scattered about in picturesque confusion, 
the owners of those artioles of wonr and 
emblems: of authority, being at present 
cithor sound asleep, or away in their houses, 
A coarsely mado table with a single drawer 
and three or for wooden stools, with a 
bench intuitively suggestive of the uso to 
which it is not unfrequently put (viz, that 
of laying oub such corpses as havo beon 
discovered under suspicious circumstances) 
such are the sole adjuncts by way of 
—~fumiture, . Abtachod to these police stations 
are from a dozon to twenty constables, somo 
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of them (Lhogo wearing ‘a erawit and wfvipon! 
on tho sleevo) holonging to the eluse atylud 
dipty (dnglics deputy) other to diffyvent 
grades of tho ontnury fave (peon), and, of 
thoao, tho mo alwaye to er mere to lie 
found on the station prombies. When there 
avo no porsona freyhly arroxtad, or any 
similar ‘eecurronce’ on hand, the atation 
honso proxonts an appertanes poncotal ssul 
quiot onough in all oonasionce, "ho atution 
officor, if ho hag nob slopt thoxo during tho 
night, is at tho sbation vory early in the 
morning, § Oconrronco Roporta,’ the dia 
ing up of which forma no ingoniideable 
portion of a atition oftivor's dution have to 
bo proparod for despateh to tha Lipegtor, 
if tho hoad-quartors of that otllear are wo 
for off for tho xtation oflaor to attend tharo 
in person. Any known or auapeoted orimi. 
nol that may have beon arrested and kept 
in tho atation houso (to which 1 ainnll locke 
up’ is always atlachod), have to ho firwnrde 
od to the propor authoritios undor suitable 
ogcort, cach of tho constables who are thon 
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preacnt ave told off to cortain “heals? ov to 
tho discharge of u certain pioco of business, 
All this hag to be dono pretty ently ; becaune, 
wltor doing this, the ‘ Chief (which is one 
of the many appollations our polico officor 
rejoices in) has to go on his own rounds, On 
these ‘rounds’ the policoman is always 
accampnnied by a few or moro persons who 
havo cithor a process to serve, or havo ¢ ro~ 
portod’ a Lholt, or avo in somo other similar 
position. It ia whon on duty of this dos- 
eviption, thoroforo, that tho templations to 
corruption, of which wo havo mado slight 
montion already, arise, Tt is nothing, for 
instance, for » man who has a hundred 
rupees of stolon propmty in his house to 
put ton or filieen rupaes (probably moro 
than tho constablo’s monthly pay) into the 
policomnws hand to prevent his house buing 
sourched, tis equully casy, too, for one 
who wishes to insult or annoy anothor, to 
induco a police consiable {in consideration 
of a small ‘gratification’) to somch that 


other's houso, ox to detain him in oustody 
a 
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on rome (renal or fmaginary) grounda of 
suapicion.  Phings like his ogee wlmoxb 
ovory day undor a Govormneal whose grant 
object, oven its onemion mut admit, ia the 
improvement of its aMjvota, Amd whee is 
to blame? 


Aa ow prosont objack, however, in to 
opie rathor Chan to moruline-to statu 
facia oa thoy aro, rather than to go inl 
dodnoing inforonoos from thom-«wo Hull 
contonk ourselyos with mmalcing statomenta 
ax tomporate and ag bene ad ohonmutaines 
will allow, although they may ho yuintal 
and ovon porploxing. Wo leave ib to the 
great and wiky—-to those who con comoimied 
nore Jeisure than ourselves, and who gmt 
bring largor atovo# of learning to hear ou the 
subjoct--to domonatrate (if demonstration 
hot bo possible) how 1b is that ovila Hko 
those havo oxistod, do oxlal, and moab pra: 
bably will oxist to tho ond of alltime, Ie 
our ‘pictures’ aro accordatl the morit of™ 
fidolily, wo may woll rest satistlad, 
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@ Wrart oock-fghting id to a Malay, what horso-ac. 
ing isto an Dnglishman, what quoil-Aghting is to a 
Chinaman, what piloh-and-tosa is to a atableshoy, that 
Jew isto a Lindy. It is the amusemont that rouses 
him to exertion ; that coaupiog hia walking and sleep. 
ing thoughts ; that koops him going to and fro botwaen 
tho Distriot Court, and his village forty miles away in 
the interior ; theé leads him to spond his Inab farthing 
on tho dospoato stake; to pledgo his wifo’s Inst hanglo 
and his own last car-ring 3 that 1oducos him to beggary, 
and worthlogsnoss 5 and leaves lim nothing to bequoath 
to hia ohildvon but Inw-suilg, Litigation sooma to 
possess, for tha enstorn mind, a charm little short of 
fasoination, Like drink, tho taste, onoo acquired, 
gains fresh frroo after coach indulgence ; and, whon no 
Jonger able to gamble in law-suits himeolf, tho honry 
litigant becomos tutor and adviser of ombryo disput. 
ants, and opous a school for falso witnosaes in his 
village, whore, enthronod as Jndgo, he oxamines, or 098. 
examines, cotreols, and directs thoso in thoiy parts 
who avo to uppear in the ont Court, and givo thoir tos. 
timony regarding what thoy know, or aio to pretond 
te know, on tho day of teint,” 


Coming across tho foregoing singularly 
well-qdnooived passage in an old number of 
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Au the Your Round, we oteonen dota 

mibineted Coons dE the text, so bape, af dhe 
present Sketeh? of no thimpertenh a per. 
ronage in Lindy soewly, ‘he term Vadis, 
however, which is abies equivalent to the 
Kiylish wand Attornoy or Phau, bye 
comprohonsive, and ia applied to so many 
diffwent kinda of pertons, Uiatib becomes 
nocodnary Lo xbde, nabouly for the iafurnn 

tion of Che poneral yonder, hit who Cs rein 
auch membora in purtionlar of the legal 
profession aa mry happon ta rejuiew iy this 
appellation, that tho Vakil whor we lave 
chogon as the abject of the presat oheteb 
~ is noither a ea Yel naa pavenil eandy. 
date, knows but little Wardiah, ifany, aud is 
almosh oxcluaivoly confined (o the Mafaant, 

though he may oocavionally Le found in 
tho Prosidonay town, Tho reader muat, 
Ahorefore accompany us in bought to a dia 
trigt town to bo Antroduead to our Veahethy 


We will first go to tha Vakil'a hanse, 
which is situnted in tho pringipal Ubovanyrhe 
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fave, nnd within easy walking distance of 
, the Civil Court house, and the Magistrataa’ 
offices, Appronching the bailding of unpro- 
tending thongh by no means disrepriable 
Appearances; wo will most probably find our 
fiiond sented, cross-legged, in front ofa 
sloping lidded box on four diminutive legs 
ong pieca of faded carpoting ; while, on 
strips of coarso country matting in front, 
and on oither side of him, you will finda 
numbor of his clients. Irom a physical 
point of viow, the Valtlis nota particularly 
prepassessing specimon of the human raro. 
Dwarfish in stature, with a wizened, evil- 
favored, countenance dooply pitted with 
tesmall-pox, lnnch-backed, bandy-logged, and 
round shouldered, the only vedeeming fon- 
duro in his physiognonyy, is tho restloss, ra- 
diant, mischiovously clever, pair of oyes, that 
lool np at you, as you approach, ont of a 
priv of hideous tortoise-sholl framed spocte- 
oles, At his elbowave certain groasy-look- 
ing, woll-thumbod, books, which we find io 
be vernacular transivions of the Civil and 
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Critainadl Proved Codes, the Court Pros 
Avl, and the Statits ef Limitations, A pier 
of wood eeooped cat daeaduty far an inke 
Tattle, aiid sete ehadl ddan tor pers, weiter 
afew sheetvol city white page eenay dete 
tho doué Cason ol flatingrs in what we 
smithy a vig cbrediete at Chee tari 

ation, Lorn tis Calties? af aie yidhage hawy ee 


Tob ne take a hneried glanee, awe went 
oursolyes, at in varios aeonpanta af the 
Vakil's pink hab big-lellied gontlonan 
aqnattod, Jouning ayeinab a Wildes vib af 
qnahion neaveat the Vakil, sporting a ding 
pair of wold bracelita, and on Iaghty via 
montod waist holt of Une eae preceding 
nietal, his big flugera alma eaveradl with 
massive honvily bojewelled ringa, ia the 
villaga Sdhukde, oy monoy-londor ; and, fw 
auch, ia Lho grantoat patron, or at lonat the 
boat paying cliontin the whole mngs of the 
Vakil's practice. ‘Tho Suhukar has savora! 
suits pending in Uho differant Courts aff Uns 
District; and haa probably luoked in thie 
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morning to Joave instructions eithor for the 
summoning of s witness, or ib may bo for 
the taking out ofa warrant of arrest; or, por= 
haps, merely for consultation on some minor 
affairs, such as whothor or not a certain 
bond is sufficiently stamped, or whon a 
certain lease willrun out, In front of the 
Sahukar is a fino specimen of the Reddé (or 
agriculturist) class, who is very likely do- 
fendantin a suit by his landlord; or perhaps 
going to institute procoedings himsolf 
against tho landlord. Almost crouching in 
one corner of the vorandah is one of tho 
villago bazaarmen, 8 Ohetti who has beon 
taken up, but roleased on bail, in rospect 
, of w charge of recsiving stolen propatly ; 
‘And a pretty figure indeed doos ho cut, At 
a respectful distanco fiom tho houso, sit- 
ting undor a treo, in postures painfully ang- 
gostive of Darwin's thoory of the Doscent 
of Man, aro about half a score of Woddur 
(tank-diggor) peoplo, laborers on some 
public work, who have along story to toll, 
how the Ovorseor would not pay them their 
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propor hire, wud whi Caeye tuninptrated, 
gave Chern ell cand tran fac reply, AL 
wat grouter dintiness Cea tos bate at 
tho hely man,> aie Padad, wo atontel bate, 
in a Brdiiten by cust Utero tale prentye 
of Parinhs, wouldabe cmaplniints ina ent 
of aval, for they ben at thet bandied 
froghly infligbed words hy dhe way of ov 
donee, of the anual benting they say day 
havo ieeeived from their mnvitur, & potty 
land-holder in the neighbourhood. We oan« 
nob say whether Uo way in whieh the Vie 
Ail will hold lovth to Ghee poor erintte 
on the oyuity and justion of the white 
mas law,” which makes uo difleriaed diye 
favo high and low, rick or pone ia mia 
amusing ov adifying 7 lab dhe way bn whol” 
ho dukes bik fyex ix tun intoromtingg to bo 
parskod by withouh notions They are re. 
coived botk in coin and kind. ‘Mint from 
tho Heddi will prolmbly bo a tpuntity af 
paddy or othor grain s tint from the Chadd? 
ghee, burnarind, or diuilar articles of dune. 
tic consumption, Contribution af truwaud 
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or yogrotables will be leviod from tho Pariaha 
and Woddais 5 whilo, there boing « reqular 
runing account between them, the Sahu. 
kar will proceed to mako an entry in his 
books to the Vakil’s oredit, 


After duly attonding to his several clionts, 
the Vakil will retire for his bath, pija, 
and breakfast. In the course of an hour 
and-n-half, or even more, since it is agson- 
tial for his reputation as a Vakil that ho 
also keop up his prestige as an orthodox 
Brahman, and puja, properly performed, 
takes up an unconscionable length of time, 
we will find the ‘Pantulw’, as his seat of 
Brahmans aro called, issuing forth from his 
puso sprncely got up in the costume of 
the ga aino Anglo-Carnatia official, A 
dhovati (or waist-cloth) of fino whito calico, 
a white ‘long jacket,’ as it is called, washod 
and starched, but anivoned, a voll of papors, 
enclosing pon and spoclaclo caso, ia stuck 
daggor-wiso in tho folds of tho ullatyam 
(upper cloth) that is bound over tho pio- 

v 


vil vith ¥ARUA” [uate a 


mach, aud a white spatter dirty ved burbin 
of antiquated ity li, with a quvie et” mrad, 
profusely arnaninted with tasarb af eadared 
Tnathor, mul the bright scarlet nets of the 
abrus presedoriiey, vorpteto Cho conde pt 
whieh, wo mirib touting, Mantada bike to 
grentor advantage tla he dil who he naw 
Hien aeqehbinge hedeanaked ace Oe pial ine thas 
morming  Unfurling an iuimbrally of stout 
cobton dill, on a framoworlke ef youd wisil 
country coud vile, which, with the proglivi« 
ty of a imbivo toy geay colura, ue heer tial 
covorenl with bright Turkey vent cloth, frit 
gad with while, Qetadedee new iota oll) ata 
bing as coukily ne Une bundy leper abvondy 
montionod will allow af lie iain, Go tn 
Couwt-housa, whether weordall follow delay, 
koopiyg ab uv nuffoiont divtnues for ue te 
noty the various jucidenta in hin progres 
Courbwarda. Sua, Sor Jnatance, lew the 
Dovanrmon salute bi with ongar eyes, wil 
worthipping hand, not oxcopling the very 
Cheltt, in whoso slobb tha Fadil may chard, 
The Chottion know him well ws tcclever, de. 
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signing unscrupulous man, doubly dangoy. 
ous, inasmuah as he is a Pandit in the white 
man’s law; and on, 80 they implicitly boliove, 
come out unscathed from the. furnace of the 
worst of ovil . conspiracies which India is 
only too. notorious for, Observe, too,. the 
pexfect nouchalance and scant courtesy, 
with which ho acknowledges theso salnta- 
tions, with the slightest. imaginahle bend- 
ing in of tho fingers of his loft hand. Sud- 
donly, however, ho espiosa little pony cart 
in the distanoo, which Pantwhy mows to 
bo that of the Assistant Collector now going 
to ' Outcherry? Hey, presto !. down go tho 
ribs of the gorgeous wmbrella, off go the 
bo taspelled sandals; and, wheeling to the 
right about front, behold our Pantulu, both 
hia hands prossod against his forehoad 
and almost covering his whole faco (u - 
movomont considerably impeded by tho 
wmbrolla being placed undor the arm) 
making the lowest of low salanms to tho 
€gontleman.’ Tullo,” says tho latter, 
raising his whip by way of acknowledgment 
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of the abeisanes, "Elo, Coardada, poms be 

lomb? How ntany dread yon going be 
toll to-day, you bl raneal’' hitters 
cyomr plowme) haably aepden Cae whl 
Jaatali, aeareoly compreliondaigy Cee hit 
ob tho highly complimentary senha juot 
mado to him, bit porteetly vatitiond, mea. 
Uheless, as tes singly wi worl fis tae aeqelient 
in id intended ta aluiw iv, That fo hot hen 
fortinato onough bo aericn oven thie noties 
fron Ho oxnlicl 6 perronnge, 


‘In dno coun, the Cont hanes is vench 
ep and tery we edad tine) a tanyeer and 
wore vinied colloatian ob the genni cheat, 
or (to pub i iare eaneetly) bt ant. Pat 
ting ofl nota tow whe one farw wel tania, 
Jim, with thas cloohdud abe of a ras whee ba 
othor and avideotly more baportant ainttor 
on lund, en fiend minted hia wry atandeht 
for the Comb henna, carefully depositing 
hin aandila ond ubralli in a neelated 
comor of the voranda, You will now tind 
Pontuls elbowing Tis way Giemsh the 
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crowd alvoady collected in tho Court room, 
to tho sents provided for tho members offtho 
loenl bar, to which ldarned body our friond 
has the honor to belong, as did his father 
(and grandfather) before him, by virtue of a 
sannad (letter of appointment) dating back 
to those fine old times of tho Monorablo 
Bast India Company. Though fully entitled 
to do so (having never beon found out in 
any of tho many rascalitios ho has bean 
guilty of), Pantulwy does nob practise 
before tho District Court, satisfying himself 
with tho no inconsiderablo amount of work 
he finds boforo tho Munsifs and tho Magis~ 
tracy, and acting also as a sort of attornoy 
botween partios and the ¢ Zngleeshmatns, as 
he oalls his English-speaking brethvon in 
Vakilhood. Bohold him, therofore, now, 
squattod ona low sont noar ono of the bottor 
eduented plondors, cagorly, almost franti- 
eally, gosticulating as ho pours forth a per. 
feat food of fact, Action, and fraud, by way 
of instructions to his Anglicised brother, 
whom wo obsorve making barely suocessful 
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efforts to supprosa langlitor ntl" 

tors vohononce, ax ho juts dows, 

notes, And now tho duckya contin 6 
Bonoh; and the etsy in connexion 
which ony loarned (P) friont liu heen 
work is called on. Lhendudee will now retire, 
with a vapidity of moverenb wo Tardy te. 
loved him physically onpable of oxcantingy, 
to behind the row of aunty ntrenly mention 
od, whore, surrounded and almost hidden 
by hig clients, ho will avery now. and then 
whispor something into tho plondov's oar, ar 
moro frequently furtively iloxpateh one at 
his party to communicate somuthiny ta Che 
witnosses outaile, thus helping tanner that 
marvollous amoung of Sgousiatoney in wis 
Coney’ whioh tho mort oxpurinneed of Trtions 
Judges havo churaotorivad, and dun ay only 
too truly, as tho snront gign of n onap Lising 
*oookod up,’ ov, the pheawe yoo, for aun 
iniquitous onda, 


To troublo tho roudor just now, however, 
With o fall doyoription of duy's work int 1 
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Mofussil Court, will not only bo going con- 

siderably beyond -our limitod space, bub 
‘ also introducing too much of the English or: 
_Angilo-Indian clement of life in this country, 
justify the title we have selooted for this 
ries of sketches, We must therefore 
goritent ourselves with reserving the subject 
for some future occasion when wo might 
be able to do justice to a highly intercating 
aud suggestive topic, 






NO. Vest WRILER, 


OR tho) information of moh of our 
rondatg as may porhapsy bo atortlod 

at ow giving thowgtbject of a sloth of 
Native. Life an a wo 
would bog loavo to stato TTat wo use the 


in’ which 
mmong 


torm - “ Writer” in the enya” 
it is moak commonly undorutooesd, 
natives: vlz, a8 applying to: all om, Mf 
of Govornmont doing worl in Inglish, 
comprising, that is, nob only quill-driv- 
ors, but also accountanty, exwninors, in. 
doxors, nay ovon translators, ef hoo genes 
omne, Tt may also bo as woll to stato that 
tho class whom our “ Writor? in intundod 
to roprosont aro, for Uso mosi party con 
finod to tho Prosidonoy town ; ur, ab all 
ovents, that tho social and political atmos. 
phovo of Mofuasil atutiona is not partioular- 
ly conducive to tho dovolopniont of thaxa 
charactovistics portrayed in tha presant 
paper. In faci wo hove solootud thin tile 
mainly on account of its boise (amitiny, anc 
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therefore to-so great an oxtont incapablo of 
being misunderstood that it bocomos unno- 
cossiry to say that the “/ Writer” ia intend. 
ed to be the representative in town’ of the 
class Stidra, whom tho * Raiyat” repiesonts 
in the country. 


. Without further preface let us introduce 
the reader fo Madvas Ménikyam Mudaliyéy, 
whose home life we ave about to delineate. 
In the good old days of tho ‘ Kumpani 
Bahadur, Ménikyam was 4 little boy; and 
his fatlier was, fixst 2 dubash, and thon a’ 
writer. in adme office under thé regime of 
those times. It was that poriod in tho: 
educational history of the country when, as 
' we've heard our fathers tell, the man who 
could read tho Arabian Nights in English 
(and understand it?) was regarded asa pto- 
digy of learning far superior to, or ab all 
events much rarer than, the “Boo You” of 
our day, Ashe grow in yoars, Ménikyamt grow 
algo. in understanding; and, ii duo course of 
time, when his fathor retired’ on pousion, ho 

W 
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got into tho oflico, whore le haa now risen 
to nm poab worth bout £100 a your, And 
thon tho old man diod, leaving Mfnilynm 
and tho othor mombors of tho funily in the 
possossion of a houso and a decent hoard 
of monoy, ‘Tho honso Mianikyam Jing en« 
lorged ; and in it ho lives, Tho “ family” 
is a protly laygo ono, consisting nob only 
of his wifo and childven, bub also of the 
wives and children of his brothers, a wi, 
dowod sister, a maternal unalo, a pater 
aunt, and slopp‘aather. O£ tho tw 
youngor brothors 1} Oy ia whal is calle 
among us an ‘anony? °*%ico-ontor’ that i 
ono who oats tho bron. idlunasa, but wht 
is nevortholoss about the moat troublesomo 
mombor of the family, Tho other brothor 
is algo in tho “ wrilov” lino, boing omployed 
in a mercantile firm. Tho old unole is, on 
tho whole, an unohjectionablo porson ; znd 
ia on almost indisponsnblo appendage inn 
Jarge Vindu houschold being invaluable aa 
an escort to the youngor womon whon thoy 
go out, as wellas 9 sorbol guard on tho 
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house. Of the two old women, tho stop. 
mother is the queen of the ostablishmont, 
the diroatress-general of all domestio alluiva, 
the dread, though by no means tho onomy 
of the younger women, especially her sone’ 
wives, Tho other ancient femalo is a regu- 
lar ¢hewor of wood and drawor of water,’ 
; ‘Aarketing and all similar outdoor dutios 
evolving on her, as do cooking and other 
indoor work on the daughters-in-law of 
the family. The widowed danghtor boing 
her own mistress, and having beon all along 
more ot less of a pet with hor brothers, is 
allowed to do pratty much as she pleases, 
sometimes going the length of acting in hex 
mother’s stead, Thon, as to the children, 
such of them as are old enough, aro sent to 
achool, tho younger ones romaining at 
homo to run about naked, and io be altor. 
nately slapped or petted by thoir oldors. 


We next come to the habitation of this 
family. Tb is situate in the heart of Black 
Town; and stands conspicuous among the 
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~ 
athor honsos in vin atrwst “by” ibe eainal 
Dasomont vorandah, and xbroot widows 
with glows panus of wll shaper aint ales, 
and of all tho huvs of the wsinhow. The 
house ix onterad by a dear at prdasitive 
Gonign and dimonsions, bub vontud with the 
swood-oil varnish af mara reader Cine, 
Entoring by a nuvrow pasaago, anid turning 
to our loft, wo flud our frond Aiiuileyurm 
stnndiug at tho door of the room whim 
windows look out on tlio atraat. Lhe raum 
ia an addition of ‘Ménikyam's 5 mul, bowidon 
boing tho “room” pew aeroline of the 
hous, is alo his own apoeial apartment 
combining bedroom, dvowsing-renin, aval 
study. Tts contonts avo both mimavraun 
ond variod. A. chost-ofelrawers sturmouts. 
od by a glaas nso, tho Intter containing 

* books in goryoous bindings, ylaw ivary 
and porcelain toys, wax Mgurod, mil bond 
purges, silvor voasols and a lion af other 
gowgaws, all mating  molley colleotion 
-nob unguggostive of a mudonm an is xnnll 
some, A toilet, inivvor on W tupehoavy | 
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tripod: tonpoy, & French, brass bedstead 
‘with olaborate trappings and no ond of 
pillows, a long armed casy chair, and an 
English made Davenport are among: the 
itoma of furniture, - Nor must we omit. to 
mention « “moderator” Inamp suspended 
from tho coiling, a concertina, a microg 
cope, a thermometer, an eight day clock, 
and upwards of a dozen cheap prints in 
flimsy frames, on tho walls. Mfnikyam 
himself is juat ont of bed ag may be parcoiv. 
ed nob only from the drowsy oxprossion of 
his eyes, but also from his dress which 
consists, only of a ditty white pisos of sheot. 
ing (called a tuudu) loosely tied over the 
loins, and coming hardly a couple of inchos 
below the kneo. Over his left shoulder is 
a ved cotton handkerchiof, streaked with 
whito, more than a yard square, the insapax 
rable companion of tho silvor snuff-box just 
offered for tho ‘ insertion of our digits,’ Such 
is “My, M. M. Mudali” at homo, a xathor 
different individual from the sprucaly gat- 
up gentleman whom we shall find eve long 
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gatling: inle & aniniatura palontcoan congh 
drawn by af int,’ end going Lo tho “ office,” 


Prosonily thora comon Mr. M. M. Medal 
you's wifo bearing a couplo of tumbloy 
containing an infusion or decoction of wo 
ton loaves, coviandur, ssapnrilla, gingor and 
spicos, mixed with a quantily of smoked 
(for wo aaw'taay hoilod) mille, and aweolen~ 
ed almost to sickening, ‘This compound is 
what ow civilised (?) follow countryman 
would fain dignily with tho title of “ ton,’ 
smacking his lips complacontly aa ho guips 
down mouthful after mouthful of tho mix. 
tuvo! Mis, Minikyam, ag hor hasband 
would bo dolighied to hoav hor called, ia a 
{nix apecimon tho middle class of Hindu 
(Stra) womon; nolthor fair nor dark, 
neithor thin nov stoulnotthor toll nox short, 
handsomo nor ugly, Ralolont of salon, 
smoke, and of cowdung too and anrry stuf, 
she wonrs an wndvoss costume whioh, Lhongh 
it lappons to bo idontiflod with tho lower and 
not most reputablo clasaos, ono counot help 
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admiring not only for its simpliaily, bul also 
for its admirablo adaptability to the climato 
of the country, as well as tho poontiay 
habits and occupations of the people, It 
consists of an ample skirt of alout coloved 
anlico, a chdlt (stayletic) of thin colored 
silk, and a piece of spottod muslin somo six 
oubits long by two and a half broad, with 
borders of scarleb yarn, and narrow fringes 
of silver thread, worn, half hung, curtain 
wiso, over the front of the figuro from tho 
left shouldor, the othor half boing brought 
over the back, and round tho waist, where 
the right elbow touches, then ovor the 
stomach, and finally tucked into the band of 
the petticoat, leaving a good cubil or moro 
hanging not ungracofully over tho hips, 
The haix is neatly done up, in an oval maga 
projecting to ono sido, rathor solting off 
than marring tho peculiar atamp of fontures, 
A fow jowols aro worn, conspicuons among 
which are the big circular earrings, altor- 
nately sot with diamonds and rubies, the 
wedding token, strung in 2 pisco of yollow 
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oord, togothor with a numbor of minor goht 
ornaments, worn on tho noak, a pair of solftt 
gold bracolets, and nnothor of equally solid 
anklots, At hor waist there diungloa a 
bunch of koys, in tho elaborate foldn of 4 
silvor shain, to which avo nso atinched wv 
tooth-pick, an onrefitoch, a small caskeot for 
oyosalvo, anothor for musk, and a aeoro of 
othor little silvor toys. Accompanying tho 
lady is her litle son vooiforating for his. 
sharo of what is so oxprossivoly oallod “ ton, 
water” in tho vornnoular, Thora ia a 
daughtor oldor than this young gontloman, 
and anothor youngor, who is tho futhor's, 
as tho boy is tho mothor’s, pot, ‘Thon 
thoro aro tho childron’s couging, who, nob 
having tho run of thir unelo’s sanctum, aro 
vigorously making thomsolyos hoard in the 
adjoining aparlments. ‘ 


As wo sit, howovor, timo fites ; and, org 
Jong, a gontlo fomalo voice announcos that 
“water has botlod” for Mauikyam’s bath 
prior to bronkfast and going to “ ofligg.” 
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There is no feature of importanco or inter. 
est in o Stidva meal that wo can dwall upon 
“wy than the facl that tt is quite us 
Jon for thie class of peopla to usu 
ib olLmotal, ox evon pawter, basing for 
Mut of, as to uso the ' plates of leal? 
spoken of, After taking his food, 
ws ‘yam will procecd, with tho aid of u 
an.all looking-glass, to pub on tho marks of 
his sect—throo stroaks of snored ashos, 
and a dob of sandalwood puste, the size of a 
wafer, in the centro of the forchoad, Thon 
will come the work of dressing for ** office.” 
‘The costume worn by nativo officialy in 
this part of the country being too woll 
known to requiro desoription, let us aov 
how the women spend the day aftor tho 
men leave home, 


In addition to the ordinary dutios of cooh« 
ing, sweoping, &e,, tho younger womon ol 
thofamily know enough plnin sowing to make 
up their own clothes, and those of tho chil- 
dven—tailor’s hive being an extravaganco 

x 
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only Inowrvad for Une mucking oof Chet conte,’ 
wid other Angligisad xtyles of parent, ut 
which Ménikyam ocensionully exhibits hin 
solf. ‘Chere wre also Ui poriudicnl visite to 
the Lompls, ccewsions on whieh Ure isan 
oxtra display. of clothing and jewols, und 
a small outley of money in the purchisy of 
cocoanuts, camphor, fruit mad Mowers, to 
be offered to tho god. A feo in. coin is 
paid to the offleiating priest, in return for 
which tho worshippor gots a small quantity 
of basil loaves sprinkled with holy water, 
somo saored ashos, or w little rod ment, ws 
tho shrino visited happens lo hy ono xared 
to Vishuu, Siva, ox Amadis In oveupntions 
such as these doos the Hindu Sidra house. 
wife live hor life, quictly and evon happily, 
finding at homo work of no yory:uxaltud 
uabure, bub more than onough lo oveupy hus 
timo and thought, and hardly over wishinyy 
ib wore othorwiso, 


Tho day draws on howover, and it in 
ovening, A little earthon veuuel ix lightod, 
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and placed in the streob verandah, and 
another in the entrance passage, In dua 
courso Mr, Ménikyam. returns homo; un. 
dresses, washes his hands, face, and foot; and 
anon proceeds to. disouss his suppor—his 
dinner having been brought and eaten undor 
"tree in the office ‘compound.’ Then ho 
will lounge on the street. pial, chewing 
betel and nub, and gossiping with his friondy 
and neiglibors till, he becomes sloopy. 
Meanwhile his wife will havo made up hia 
bed, and will bo sitting up for him, -By 
half past uina ot ten. Madras. Ménikyam 
» Madaliydr will bo fairly in the land of Nod, 
* wifere we.shall leave him, wishing him, dos 
_ pite his shutting himsalf up almost hov- 
metically, pleasant. dreams and sweet 
vepose. 


No. VIDIO D2. W, OVERSEER, 


rome 


T1O anong na, here in didi, logs 

nob know that tho initials 0.1) 

W. stund for Department af Pabtio Wastes 
—no, no, Works? And who, tov, that. in, 
fo any oxtont, fumiliar with the exiat~ 
ing instilutions of tho country is ontivaly. 
acquainted with tho clasa of Govern- 
mont omployds to whom holongs the 
subject of tho presonh sloleh? fm the 
loncliost af roads, and in the viginity 
of tho romotost of villagos, ono foquontly 
comos acio3ss specimens of the ents 
‘Ovorseor,’ sometimoy oluborately jot up 
in boots, trousers and othor highly Angli- 
oisod olumonts of ooslumo, dviving along in 
& jaunty little pony onrt, or viding & vory 
passable ateod, somotimes in the aoboror and 
moro suitable Windu garb, jogging along in 
a two-whooled ‘nih’ and pair (of bullooka, 
always attondod by a crowd of coolica, 
poons, and otlier camp-followors, Ono of the 
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almost invaviably close companions of tho 
Overseer is tha contractor, the gontloman 
(or lady), that is, who supplics matorials 
for the construction of such woiks as tho 
oversight wheroof is ontrusted to tho 
‘Overseer’ ‘This contractor, for reasons 
that will only too readily suggost thomaclyes 
is always anxious, and, in fact, is mosl deop- 
ly interested, to got himself ingratialed 
with the Overseor; for ilis the lattor who 
must inspect and reporl upon tho quality 
and quantity of such a1 liclos as brick, stono 
and timber, as the former undertakes ta 
supply to the Government. Ib is the Over- 
seer, too, thabhas to see whether the propor 
number of coolies are at work, and whother 
they each do the proper amount of ¢ task’ 
that is allotted thom, [tis also the Overseer 
that has to certify as to measurements and 
other similar dotnils to the higher oflicials, 
Lastly, it is the Ovorsoor who is the chan 

nel through whom,and through whom alone, 
the contractor can hold nny communication 
with the powers-that-be, Not that it is im. 
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possibto for tho eontrastor to writo a totter, 
‘orto hold a oonvorsation with the Over~ 
scer's oflizial supariors ; bub that, owing to 
tho groat majority of these contractors be. 
jug unacqiainted with English, tha ine 
terproter noaveak ab hand is tha Ovor. 
seer, to whom, of soso, rocontse fs 
had. Under those ciroumatances, thorelore, 
and in a country and among peaplo with 
whom the practica of making ‘ pragonty’ bu 
public officials has long beon considered ns 
nbsolutely nosossary, if nob oxadtly the 
correotest thing, it is no wonder thal tha 
‘contractor’ figures 40 largely in tho Over. 
seor’s Hilla world; that tho maramed ilikha, 
as tho Dopartmont of Publio Works is 
known mmong ua, presonly xo Lompting » 
prospect to thova who would make ‘ hasta 
lo be rich’ by any moans; and that thia 
Department is brandad, among all classes 
of the population, with tho infamy of being 
Uo most oxponsivo and tho loasb useful of 
the many Departments of service under a 
Goyernmont which ovon tho superlatively 
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conservative Uindu has learned to adimive, 
if not to affect. 


Wo are among those who think that moro 
oi legs of this general, and pahaps even 
merited, ill-fecling against this purticulur 
line of State operations, is owing to what 
we cunnot refrain from characterising as 
the most highly injudicious way iu which 
Government havo seen fib to seb to work, 
Bening in mind, howover, that our prosont 
object.is to deal with tho Overssor, as with 
other Native Indian officials, moro from 
social, than from o political, point of view,we 
‘pall not, for the present at all events, go 

to the pros and cons of a question that 

as always occupied no small mnount of 
he public attention, and tho solution of 
which, we fear, must long continuo to bo 
one of the vexed probloms of Anglo-Indian 
politics, 

And now for+a brief skoteh of tho 


Overseer himself—his belongings and sur- 
roundings, As a rule, wo think we might 
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anfely gay Uinb the Overseer in not very 
woll ediorked ane-de lat at leit aes the 
tenn ednontion, in ita pupilue aeeaptation, 
gous bub lobe always well ae te hit awn 
work, [ho is nop a hy Us My dee int Jen 
w passat pupil al the Givil Muginuevity, 
Collego; and is a tur dranghoman aid 
surveyor, Lis knowledge of Maglish amy 
not bo partioululy good; and his wequaiut- 
ance with Buglish wuthors not patioulanly 
extonsivo; bub hig proficionay in ‘alany’ 
generally, wud “Billingspue’ particularly, 
is simply astonishing. Wo belive, on tie 
best authority, that io was a gontlonin in 
thy Ovelsoor ling who camo ont with the 
following, opistolary offision (nlvoudy in 
print) lo tho wile of hia Ravge Ofligor =~ 
“ VWonored \Malam. 

L bog to send, as por bho Governor's order, 
one hundred \ibe by tho Head cooly chap. 
Ifyour honor \loase, you may dip lim, ane 


he will be too ¥hank{ub in this dn hot 
weathor, . 







mrg most obediently” * 
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Pho italics ave ours; and we think thoy 
amply bear oul our statomont., Woll, « ae 
with an education like that we have just 
dosovibed, and nothing move than a raw Ind 
in age and oxperionce, is put in charge of a 
Téldk some hundred square miles in area ; 
_and, with two or three similar fellows in 
‘charge of similar dutics, is placod under 
what is called a Range Officer, who for ono 
veason or another is hardly a chook on the 
malpractices going on under him, probably 
in his very presonce. Abovo tho Range 
ficer there is the District Engincer ; and, 
ove the District Mngincer, again, is the Su- 
erintending Bngineer, Both these classes 
z of officers, ate from the commissioned ranks 
ofthe army, many of them belonging to the 
y Royal Engineers, Ibis owing to mon of this 
: “class that the D. P, W. has not turnod out 
m unmitigated curse to the country ; bal, 
ith all thoir consciontiousnoss, thoir pains- 
king, and theiy thoughtful labor, not 
en their most devoted admirors can say 
" that they know the people, Yet it poonnet 











19 TH DTW. OVERBERT. [PART OH 


bo denied that ib is on an intimate know 

ledge of tho people themselves, among whom 
. and for whoso benefit an Oversoar is sont 
to work, that by far tho greatest amount 
of his officionoy and ugefulnoss must dopond, 
Wo rogret oxceedingly to havo to Kay it, 
but wo cannot, if wo wish 4o be truthti, 
sey anything clso than that, wolesk some 
comploto change comos over the apiril of the 
scone now presented by the D, P, Wa the 
torm Ovorscor must romain, as oyon now ib 
is proverbially known, as something not far 
from a synonym fora anocossful seoundrol ; 
and this not so much from tho innate wiek- 
ednoss of all thoso who wore or are om. 
ployod in that line ; as from tho fret that, 

as things are managed now, while on the 
one hand tho Lomptations to conmuplion that, 
beset the Ovorsoor’s path aro simply over. 
wholming, we have not, on tho other laud, 

the faintest shadow of mguarantoo that the 

men whom tho Govornmont in the dis 

charge of its oxaltod functions sock fit to 

appoint to Overscorships aro (loaying ngidy 
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the question of individual good conduct 
and honesty) to any extent restrained by 
public opinion or efficient supervision. 


Wo fear we have drawn a vory dark 
picture; but, as we have said already, ont 
object is the representation of things as 
they are, in doing which it is not always 
that one cut be effective, nob to say pleas. 
ing. 


NO. Vitel DRESSER, 
Sin overy country, and aniong 

peoples, whothor civilized or div. 
ago, tho Ifonling Art is always raprosonterd, 
so in India thoro is to bo mot with almoab 
every concoivable varioby of thub suldlivi 
sion of tho human raco that follows tho 
medical profession ng a meni of livelihood, 
Thus wo havo tho Tluktm anal tho Vuldyue 
(Tindustani and Tamil vw, andi y) 
for tho doctor) woxSlh], ronnéil aide thy 
sido with tho Mtb and Fi, CS. at 
tho far Wes; ¢ «ty of coarse, tinnly 
bolieving ix yaa ha poouliar rides of pra 
tico (or thoo fa ol, doubtless, oneh filling 
a protly Loi fig dicntod position in the 
world at larg’ gett" 1L0 goutloman, however, 
on whom wob,vo plichod jush now ns 
the subject ot tho prosont akoluh ia a 
member of tho lowest grado of prictition 
ers (or, rather, sub-practilionors) in the 
Medical Servioo, ag it is called, that linx 





x 
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been organised under tho auspices of tho 
British Indian Government; and ig tormed 
in the somewhat high-flown phrasoology of 
his Department, an ‘Ilospital Assistant,’ In 
the metropolis of our Presidency, whoro 
overy ‘district’ has its Surgeon, and whero 
hospitals, in common with all other public 
institutions, are, besides being competently 
superintended, always open to tho inspoc- 
tion, frequent and unexpected, of the 
public, and the ‘highor authorities,’ the 
Dresser is never much more than a cross 
between ® compounder and a sick nurso, 
Tn the Mufésal, however, whore the ‘Nawdb 
Saheb fashion’ of doing things has not 
altogether coased, and where thore is 
neither press nor public to hold unprinci- 
pled officers in cheek, you will find that the 
Dresser is ofton a vory important porsonago 
indeed, often holding powers of onormous 


’ yesponsibility, and ofton, wo rogrot to add, 


abusing thoso powers for carrying out tho 
meanest and most ignoble of ends, 


Take, for instance, the case of one of 
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thoso Hfuspitul Assistants attached to on 
ol thoso ingtitution lomishing ab atl one 
Golleotorate stations under tho prondile. 
quent lille of a ¢ Civil Dispensary,’ ‘Thora is 
a smell hospital in counvation with this 
Disponsmy, whieh is chiefly paleonised by 
mombers of the Municipal polis fureo on 
sick lenvo, n fow bed ridden paupors, anid 
an inonrable or lwo. Ovor this ostablinh- 
mont, which is of course duly comple. 
mentod with kitchon, store.rooma and other 
oub houses and appondages, does tho Droasor 
roign suprome, oxeop) pethapy for the 
fifteen or twenty mimutos during which 
(untoss thero is somothing very important, 
likko a posé marfom oxamination, ta by dane) 
the Civil Surgeon of the Diatriet puys hit 
nily morning visit to fhe plagw. And 
even thon tho Dresser }é neither idle uu 
invisiblo ; on the contrayf, ho is oven moi 
prominont an notor on bis libtle stays, ft 
is nob avery mombor of TLor Mujusty's 
Tndian Medion Sorvico that commanuis o 
colloquial knowledgo of the vernagulais of 
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the country; aud, so, in addition to tho 
Dresser’s other dutios, that estimable indivi 
dual has to act as intorprotor bolwoon tho 
‘Doctor dorai’ and any of tho pationts 
with whom his dorat-ship may hold a short 
conversation. After prescribing for some, 
or all, of the applicants for medical advico 
and assistance, and perhaps signing a fow 
papers, the ‘Surgeon Saheb’ will go homo; 
and, for the rest of the day—if, as wo said 
already, nothing very amorgent tums up— 
the Dresser reigns supreme, Hohold him, 
; therefore, a8 goon as ‘master’ is fairly out of 
might, his jacket pulled off, his heavy ‘ head. 
cloth’ removed, thus enabling him, literally, 
to ‘take it cool,’ Lounging in a chair with 
his legs stretched out on tho table boforo 
him, our Dresser now proceeds, ov makos 
us bolievo that ho now progoods, to ‘ dis» 
pense’ the romedios presoribodt by tho 
doctor, On one sido thoro is a largo ugly- 
looking chatlé contuining a strong infusion 
of senna leaves, hardly, if at all, tonchod up 
hy xts proper and usual accompanimont of 


sn 
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ub Wet 


eprom ant, A small tinpalfil water? 


mnixtmo is anrved ont to each of tall ‘Ni 
fanate applicnnts fi a prygative inti, 
and gent Tidisel as has Dieneseats wae 
{somotinas Hiding vant in lenge Shee th 
reverse of palito) shankt ny objet tian beef 
mide, ov opposition mised, ty awallow aye 
tho munsvons dose, After this, httte ebipea 
of drossing-plaster, av rags dipped int eas lishie 
oil, avo Aishvibutad amang Ghana autlorinys 
fvom bruises, hotly, or sovox, Thon, porkape, 
thoto aro a fow proamiptions whieh the 
ignorant gorvant-of ll work ia umsbte te 
muelca Up; aud so, WiC sey andl assent at 
parade and tall Gdky? dowt Ute Dar a 
greab solt in person perform the bieane 
Somolamos tho pahont don very ignuraut 
and ovodulons porsony nad tight enrnently 
docs the Vvosgor sab to work nb “galling! 
{ho poor areatuve. Wa ovrsalyos have xeon 
n gentloman of this chwwa neteitietermys 
magnond ton poor villago woman's baby, 
making the mothor bolivve, all the dub, 
that the powder way vibhittd (anerod nshies} 
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over which a particularly eflicatious man- 
tram (incantation) had boon pronouncod, 
and that therefore her child would bo suo 
to gat cured | Wo happen to know that tho 
child in question did got cured; and that 
our Dresser-friond still onjoys a reputation 
for his ‘charmed powder’ in the loonlity ; 
but we question whether this is exactly tho 
kind of way in which Dressors aro expected 
to disponse drugs by the Govornmont that 
has educated and employs them, Bosides 
the ‘Civil’ one, thore is also anothor Dis- 
ponsary at all largo stations up country, 
We refer to that attached to the Diatriot 
Gaol; and, under the Civil Surgeon (who 
is most commonly also the Superintendont 
of the gaol), there is here also anothor 
Dresser, whom wo shall find to be a grentor 
personage oven than his brothor whom wo 
have just doscribed. Boeing placod ovar s 
whole lot of ‘black sheop’ in whose power 
it is not cither to vobel ov to reply, one 
common, though not necessary, consoquence 


is that tho ‘Gaol Dressex’ soon becomes hard- 
h 
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urtad Pendante, and yet thers ane net a 
fow of tit clan whe, we fashworking ard 
honest ax they ans ininiane, have wan Ube 
vata of nlitiesl every one of thoes with 
whine Uwy Inve come ia contact. Th ban 
Tonpnontly wen remarked, aml not wholly 
without dug aid aulliciont grands, Hed 
ain inthe position of a Drower atlached 
ton guol in nlwaya in tit fair way bo pike 
& fortuna, Nothing, for instances, it easier 
thon for much a Drowior to have aman pul 
on‘lighter: Inhor, or Letter civt, tin that 
which falls ordinarily Ge the Jat wt the int 
envoornted folon ; and poople worhd prtnely 
and yoadily pay Afy, or oven a hundred, 
ynpous for ench {ndalgenson, Of cone 
things Lika those do oéenr, wa de suany 
othor avila in thin wiokod world, and: we 
mention thom nob ty refloat upon, or to 
insinuate anything againgl, the Dyoaner as 
tho reprovontative of i oluaw; Tuk bain 
wo fool it part of om duty to louk at nll 
sidos of tho question, and moti te HHppras 
anything simply boewaso it is dististetut, 
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Then, thoro is a third kind of Dresser, 
tho individual, we mean, who is told off for 
duty in the Collactorate Offico; and whoso _ 
services ave chiofly enllod into requisition 
during the jamdbandi season, whon tho 
Collector tours abont the different tiliks of 
his: district for the purposes of collecting 
‘@tvoors, and i issuing fresh deods, leases aud 
‘so forth, 





Lastly, there are the Hospital Assistants 
whom we find in tho military servico, doing 
duty with a vogiment. _ Here, owing not so 
‘much.to more vigilant supervision, ag. to 
‘almost absolute want of scopo, the Dresser's 
powers for good or ill aro very limited, if 
indeed thoy exist ab all; nor can wo. think 
just now of anything particularly important 
or intoresting in connexion with this dopart- 
mont of the sub-modical profession that wo 
can note for the information of our roadors. 


We foar wo have not ropresonted tho 
Drosser in the most favorablo of lights; and 
wo fool, too, that it is far from pleasant to 
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luok at the darker aude of a qaestion , bat, 
while nover lusitatiug ta sponk what we 
know te ba the truth—lawover pmiafial 
that truth may be~-we are quite ready aad 
villing to ulimit that bie Droseor in whas 
w iv by the wory natwes of the elronm. 
andes and the syatem under which he 
worka ; ind nono would rajoica mora haarti- 
ly than ourselves. should quieh ‘faithful, 
Heaberd of 





tion oxlst Among ua, more or hina sider tho 
shadow of Stato authority, 





NO, IX.—THE RAILWAY STAIION- 
me MASTOR. 

HOUGE. railways in India aro, 
jesides boing utterly forcign, of 
ratively recent intyvoduction, and 
the European and Exrasian olo- 
‘proponderates very largely indead ‘on 
‘the line” we do not think we could bo 
accused of being incorrest whon wo tako it, 
as 9 wo now do, that the Station-Mastor onan 
i ine of railway is, in tho grout majo- 
oases, though noithor always nor 
‘ily, a ‘Native Indian.’ . It cannot 
enied that, a very large numbor. of 
fellow-countrymen finding*employmont 
‘undor the. various Railway Companies, sor. 
vice of this description forms no small or 
iumimportant clomont in Nativo Indian 
(oficial) lifo, at dopicting which wo aim in 
iis sovios of papore, 














This much being promised, lot us now pay 
“w visit to on averago Indian Railway ‘ Sta- 
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fron, aver whieh: that nnhjaes af this presont 
sytohe as tin © Masten "ne pepe de ono 
frantic vneatygels Coney enue whe leat bravelled 
to any ovtunt Hnongh tha eandtey. Tho 
Station hous aed iter sondinpg ria onb 
in bubl, sline data dling, relief act al, al 1 
jnvorinbly, a baron fiunas plsin, the why, 
Sanefndinaness, ae to apeak, of the wh 
coruteuation ax cainplotely rameving tho 
proxpuel, mt ib fede to fit in aud harmonise 
with (ho focal civenmmbineed of planes mid 
poople, Sume of Wie wtations ava gob up 
wilh an allumps at paynour in external aps 
poaranes ab lot, ‘Nhe wally ava padntand rod 
and whity in dnitation of what ta called 
“oxpowil Jnivk work; while the dunia and 
windows td coated with that mixture of 
lingoul oil ancl grag paint a ihaling 
the aor whmaof we avein dobiod fir nay 
a bad hoadavhe, 


Othor stations aro built aftor a difloront, 
fashion, of material whieh iv aa dismal Ty 
appoaranen, ny it iy durable in quality, We 
rotor Lo those, of courae, built of grey pin. 


PAR HW | (NN RAILWAY StATION-MAsTER, 207 


nite so common along tho narth-westomn 
and oven along tho cast Lo west linos of tho 
Madras Railway Company, Wo don’t think 
thoro is anything, so faras wo can reeolloct, 
that could beat one of theso stations at pro~ 
ducing offacts exactly the roverse of oxhile~ 
rating, especially on a dark drizzling night, 
with a badly pavod and worse-lighted plat- 
form to stumble along over, and with ‘no 
suppor, nothing.’ We ought not to omit to 
mention, however, thatin not a few stations 
praiseworthy and pretty succossful attompts 
have boon mado, by way of flower plants 
aud shrubbery, to alleviato this droariness 
of appearance we have been speaking of; 
but, with all this, we do not suppose wo are 
far tiom the truth when wo say that, ao far 
ab least as noatness in appoarance, and com- 
forl or oven convonionco to passongors await- 
ing a train, (leaving aside the more import- 
ant point of provision for food and lodging,) 
is concornod, Indian Railway Stations aro, 
if they aro nota failure, cortsinly for from 
boing a success. 
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And now for our friend, the Station-max- 
ter himeolf. ‘hore is nob much, ifanything, 
go far eg oxternaly go to dintinguiah him 
from othor morula, unloay you wish to put 
down tho pomposity, as pitiful as it ia xidi- 
culous, in oxhibitions of whiah soino Station- 
mastors do indulgo, as a distinguishing 
characteristic of tho wholo olnas, There can 
bo no doubt, indood, that the mastership of 
s station presents raro opportunities of play. 
ing those ‘fantastic tricke’ which theigrant™ 
Boglish Dramatist haa only too truly attri. 
buted to thoso who happon to bo * dreasod 
in a little briof authority”; nox can it bo 
doniod that thero is not o libtle in our nn~ 
tional charactor that prodisposos ws to on 
abuse of authovily ; but in justios to them, © 
ib must be said, ond wo say ib mosh wn- 
hesitstingly, that, in whatever other ros 
pects they may orr or fail, our Native Indian 
Railway Station-masters ava, almost tnox- 
optionally, if not always, romarkablo for 
their courtesy and suavily of manner, ag 
woll as for the oxceodingly obliging way in 
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which they aro rondy and willing to attend 
to the wanta of passengers of whatever 
“ glass,” color, or orced. 


We do not think we onan speak vory 
eulogistically of the intellectual attainments 
of the Station-master ; bub we must bear in 
‘mind the fact that the duties that ho is ex. 
pected to perform are by no means of a 
nature demanding any great oxortion of tho 
menial powors, or involving the exorcise of 
any more than the most ordinary and tho 
simplest principles of general knowledge. 
If, however, his brains aro not much taxed, 
the Station-master has, on the othor hand, 
to go through a by-no-means small amount 

* of physical exertion. This evory ono will 
readily admit who has soon this ofMcor 
going about, often running, on tho platform 
as a train either comes in or goos out Wo, 
for one, should not liko to be in hia shoos 
just at that timo, Trains, too, it must bo 
‘remembered, aro neithor few’ nor “far bo- 


tween,’ So the Station-mastor has not, 
lea 
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wo may mako auro, a vory onay tio of it. 
Nothing, for instanco, ia more oxasporating 
than to have to got ont of hod at an un 
consdionable how of night, and just ae you 
had fairly aottled into a sound aleop, Tow 
provoking, too, would wo find it shonkd wo 
bo summoned to work just as wo had either 
commencod or word in tho vory middie of a 
meal? And yot these aro evonts of daily 
ond sometimes oven more frequonb ooour. 
rence ‘ina Stablon-maator's life. There: 
ono: thing most Ragliah poople in India 
must havo noticed in tho class of oMecinls 
now undor notice, namoly thoiy wonderful 
command of colloquial Hnglish. Of courao, 
thoy sometimes mako misinkas-—miataleon 
comically liko those mado by tho lower and 
leas aduoated classes of Turopeans and Eu. 
rasians with whom (in tholr: opacities of - 
guords and.-drivers) tho Station-maatoy 
comes much into contact a foroignor 
must always bo oxpected to do; but, in 
spite of such: mistakes, and in spito, too, of 
a painfully. profuse intorspersion of slang, 
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cant, and even ‘ Billingsgato,’ there can ho 
no. gvoab quostion that his freo-and-orsy 
“aoquaintance with English goos far indoad 
to constitute that particular kind of offi. 
oy, and even onergy, which are looked 
members of tho class wo have boon 
désoribing. 


at 


Well, such is the native Indian Railway 
‘Btation-mastor j and such his ordinary lifo 
and work. He is not indeod » very highly 
civilised ox otherwise cultured, individual, 
ay not, too, always belong to a vory 
aste, or be otherwise what is called 
mneoted. It nevertheless happers, 
however, thot it is. on. the simple, quiet, 
‘working of persons such as these, compara. 
tively insignificant indoed in their own indi- 
widual selves, that no small amount of on 
imational progross, nay, safety, doponds; and 
i byvould be certainly a serious ‘sin of omia. 
n' ou our part ware-we, while profossing 
pict Native Indian Lifo jn as manny of its 
doand not wholly uninteresting phases 
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ag we could collect information about, we 
woro to ovorlook so important and intorest« 
ing a ‘type’-as that funished by the 
gantleman to whom wo now will ary ‘good 
bya, not, howavor, without fooling a covtain 
uncomfortable kind of gongation that we 
have not, in our limitod space, and with tho 
limited amount of information avnilablo on 
the anbjeat, boon ablo to, do him full justice, 


NO, X—THE “GP “stA MUNSIEW 
T has been ‘anid that there ie hardly 
anything in which the Oriontal in 
general, and tho Hindu in particular, do- 
ii ghis so-much as in the boing ‘dressed in 
little brief authority ;” that: there are few 
things which prove so highly attractive to 
? the native Indian mind as ‘the importance 
and influence supposed to attach to any 
fica under Government, Whon, theroforo, 
civilate that the Gréma.Munsif, ov Vil- 
He Magistrate (as the English rondoving of 
pression goes) is a social inatitution 
faot only of long standing, but also appointed 
by Government, who have gono the length 
of providing special legislative enactmonh 
for the-control, direction, and guidanao, of 
this olass of public servants, our roadors 
must be prepared to bolioyo that the Cuno 
tionary under notice is, in his particular 
village, as great if not a greater porsonage 
than’ the Tahasildar in that officer's tilt, 
OE the Collector in’ hia District; 
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Withont further proface, lot we introduce 
Nappala Uhghava Rodd, (b&ma Momaif of 
tho village uf Réyuapddn in tha Northorn 
Sorkars, ‘ho Munsifship of the villago has 
boon in his family fora time immenorial, ao 
that his houro-name (as the ULhndu auename 
ia tormod) ia hardly known in tho placu-~ 
mombora of his family instead of boing apolk. 
en of'aa the “Rappala people” boing tormod 
the “ Grémea Munsif poople {” As his name 
indicates, our Grdma Munslf belengs tio the 
Reddi (or agrioulturist) class among tho 
SAdra sootion of tho TTindu community. 
Probably owing to tho hayd but invigorating 
naturo of thoir occupation, and to the quan 
tity of food thoy consumo, this olngs of pooplo 
aro invariably of stalwart stardy frame. In 
fact, in tho extonsive oirole of our Redd 
aoquainiance, we oan hardly counb on our 
fingors any whom wo might class under 
the calogory of woaklings: This ) sing so 
o~and Raghava Roddi, thon’ db the 
richest, und cortninly tho ? i -cffuontial 
man in tho village, nob thinbig ib dorogty ‘ 
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ry to his dignity to tuok up his waist-cloth 
d take a hand along with his Inborors 
either at driving tho plough, or working 
with crowbar and spade—it is no wonder 
: that he is a picture of health; and, for South- 
?4yn India, an athlete in physical appearance. 
He stands six feet high without his heavy, 
be amented, country sandals, and measures 
like fifty inches round the ohost. 
The only flaw in his physiquo, ia tho too 
projecting paunch ; bui this, ho oompla- 
cently informs us, is simply owing to his 
jdtinking too much rdégi and buttermilk 
(When out working in the sun! Hig dross ig 

erfect in its primitive Indian simplicity—~ 
consisting only of three pieces of cloth, two 
white, and the third red, all liberally bor~ 
dored with gold lace. Of the two whito 
cloths, one is tied round tho loins, and tho 
other is thrown loosely ovor tho shoulders, 
while the red-and-gold oloth is twistod and 
wound round the hord. Ilo also sports a 
small but choice soloction of Carnatio 
jewellory, Ho woars a waist cord of tho 
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suspicions ciroumsatances, The heaviest part 
of his work, however, is that of writing ‘ re- 
ports” to bis immediate superior, the Taha- 
sildar ; and, unless he happens to he a 
protty good panman, the Grama Munsif will 
only too often find himself getting into 
arrears; and thus into mischief, ‘There 
ig ona more phase of his multifarious 

‘vocations which wo must nob omit men- 
tioning, namely, the invaluable use he is 
of to travellors in procuring them food, 
lodgings, or relays of bullocks or carts, Of 
course he has his shortcomings; and it is 
not unfrequently that, in spite of an order 
being sent days before for supplies or relays, 
not only are they not forthooming, but the 
Monsif himself is invisible. But, making 
the nsual allowances for the besetting in- 
firmities of our countrymen, we should be 
the most ungrateful of mortals if we were 
not, on this oceasion, to place on record the 
great obligations we have been under, both 
as travellers and as vegidents, to several 
members of the Grama Munsif class all over 
the Presidency, 


eri 


Lan 


No. XI—THN “@uudgra.» 

b may begin by stating, for tho 
information of such of our 
readors as aro not familiay with the jargon 
of Native Indian official titles, that the torm 
‘gumdsta’ (which, like the designations of 
several other charactors we have doalt, with 
in this series of papers, is of Persian origin) 
is applied to all employés in the lower 
grades of the vernacular departments of the 
administration, whether clerky oy account. 
ants, In a country where ‘employmont 
under Government hag long been looked 
Upon as the chief, if not the only, moans of 
acquiring honor, woalth, and in fact of 
distinguishing oneself, tho Guméata iy 
always an eminently respectable porsonago, 
if he is not a Very representative charactor, 
Tn the Mufdeal, over, where an offiainl 
in Government ¢ loy is, though ho may 
hold but @ very inferior Position indood, 
looked upon as a superior ordor of boing, 
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the average Qumista is by no means untyp- 
ical of the more oducated and enlightoned 
gections of the middle classes of our com- 
munity. _ We ought here to add, howevor, 
that we use the expression ‘ middle classes, 
in ita Hnglish (rather than the Indian) 
sense, a8 applicable to those middling in 
education, position, and wealth, rather than 
in ‘onste;’ for it happens to be a fact that 
by far the great majority of guméstas 
belong to tho Bréhman (or tho highest) 
caste among us. We fear wo cannot point 
to the average gamésta as a man of any 
grebtintellestual parts or proficiency ; nor 
can ‘ve, a8 a rele, accord him the doubtful 
reputation, ab best, for knowledge that is 
claimed by a ‘passed candidaté;’ but for 
plodding perseverance at the hardost of 
most bard work—that of quill-driving—for 
diligence and dospatoh (when he pleases) in 
gotting throngh work, we do not beliove 
the native Indian gumdsta can be surpassed, 
if he is at all equalled. Of course there has 
heen e good deal of carly iwaining at works 
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* in making the gumndsta 56 highly efficient 
a public servant as he is, Many of our 
Deputy Collectors and sub-Judges must 
recollect how their fathers or other relatives 
in offies used to make them attond havhéri 
(office) immediately on quitting the ‘house 
of bondage’ presided over by that greng 
bugbear of Hindu juvonile daya, tho pial 
schoolmaster; how they were kept, often 
till late at night, to make out copies of de- 
positions, or writing out a téhtd (order), or 
perhaps reading aloud an aret (petition) ; 
and how what they must have felt most 
irksome at the time eventually gave thom 
that familiarity with vernacular work of 
every description, to a woful want of which 
the ordinary Bee Yea and other productions 
of the ‘high pressure’ system of odnoation 
in fashion at tho present day must plead 
guilty, and which very materially stands in 
the way of their heconting usoful mombers 
of the public service. Though there is no 
denying the fact that not a fow of our 
fellow-countrymon who are now in high 
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situations rose from the comparativoly in« 
significant post of a gumésta, it must also 
be borne in mind that for everyone in such 
a. position thatis promoted, there are several 
hundreds that are left oué in the cold, to" 
live, grow old, and perhaps even die, as 
nothing more or less than a gumasta, which 
means hard work from morning to night, 
and poor pay, never exceeding twenty-five 
rupees a month, and often much less, 


Take, for example, the gentleman who is 
called the Head Gumésta of a Munsif’s Court 
up,country, He is registrar, judgo's clerk, 

xing officer, manager, accountant, and 
even sometimes interpreter and translator, 
. all combined in one. Onr only wonder is 
how a man who does all this, and so well as 
officials of this class commonly do their 
work, is content to receive only twenty 
rupees a month as pay, without any supple~ 
mentary emoluments whatever ; how, with 
the power in his hands to do almost any- 
thing with the records of oases, involving, in 
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not a fow instances, intoroste ‘ond rights 
of incalonlable importance, and with several 
other faoililies for misohiof-making, we say 
wa simply wonder how tho avorage Head 
Gamésta of a Munsif’s Court is not only ao 
hard working, but so honest, as wo find him 
tobe, Those obgorvutions apply, with more 
or less force, to tho gumastas both of tho 
District Courts and of the Sallaancenye and 
subordinate revenue offices 
always exposed. yt 
tomptationarts ‘a p 
course of admittistration, whother judicial 
or revenue ; and, we repeat, it is indood 
matter for self. congramilation thut so largo 
® number of our countrymen ato, though 
placed in trying and even disadvantagoous 
olroumstances, generally found free from all 
taint of malpractices. 





Our dogeription of the class gumdsta 
would, however, he incomplete ware wo to 
offi making tho vender acquainted with 
the fact that, as thore are gumfstas under 


5992 its“ aunAsta.” [pane it. 


¥ 
not @ fow insinnces, intorosta and rights 
of incaloulable importanco, and with.aeveral 
other facilities for mischiof-mating, wa say 
_wo simply wonder how the avorage Head 
* Gumista of 2 Munsif’s Oonrt is nob only so 
hard working, but so honest, aa we fing him 
tobe. ‘These observations apply, with moro 
or less fores, to the guméstas hoth of the 
Distriok Courts.and of the Colleotorate and 
subordinate revonus offices, all.of whom, 
always exposed. to, ..A,,  thougal 
temptations to tamper with 
course of administration, whothor judicial 
or revenue ; and, wo ropont, it is indoot 
matter for salf-conigeatulaiion thut so largo 
& number of onr countrymon ave, thongh 
placed in trying and even disadvantageous 
- obrounstanoos, generally found free, frown ‘ll 
soit, of raalnragogn, 













: inoamploto woro. wo to 
aking ‘the yonder aoquainted with 
the fact that, ay there are gumbsins undor 
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Government, so too there are gumastas in 
the service of private individuals and asso- 
ciations, Go, for instance, into.a javili or 
cloth bazaar, ‘There you will flud a burly, 
hig, black Chetti reclining half naked 
among boxes and bundles containing fabrics 
different of kinds, from the costliest produc- 
tions of the renowned looms of Bonares or 
Madura, to the coarser textured green, red, 
-or yellow sélai (cloth), like the ones you 
\find_grass-outtor or scavenger women wear- 
ing. Yottr first impression, of odurae, is 
that the Chetti is the owner of the property 
‘héexhibits for dale; but, on enquiring, you 
will find that he ia only a man in oharge— 
a gumdste—a paid servant, of somo. mers 
chant or trading firm. Then, too, there is 
“the gumésta (secretary or steward) who is 
employed in every Hindu and Mahomedan 
household of any position or importance in 
the country, Ho is either superintendent 
“of flelds, gardens, or other landed property, 
a sort.of steward or head sorvant in the 
domestic establishment, an agont, frequent- 
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ly, for attonding to law. buainoss in con- 
nexion with tho collection of outstandinga, 
or all thoso and oven moro combined, In 
tho casa, too, of the richar ratycte (formorg) 
_ most of whom are illiterate mon, & guméate 
is an indiapensablo adjunot for tho carrying 
on of their businoss affairs gonorally, and 
correspondence, porliaps, partioularly, Thon 
thoro ave the Gujiréti and Méywadi bankers, 
known as Sdhukde, in. Madvos, Bangalore, : 
and other military stations ‘and:laxy 
‘In the interior, By far the groat majority 
of these men aro not only noithar partnors. 
nor: principals, but only paid agonts-~ 
guméstas—of some grout firm ab Bombay 
or Benares, Haidarabad or tho Hugli. Last, 
bub not loast, among tho several varieties 
of the guméata is the individual known as n.. 
“lawyer's gumfsta !' “All mombers ofthp- 
har-havo, or are. supposed to have, ono or 
more.of this description of employé about 
them, ‘The gumésta of a lawyor ig,as might 
be expected, asorb of factotum, Tis logili 
mate duties may bo thoso of filing papery in 
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Court, or of finding out what ‘cases’ of his 
mastor’a are posted for hearing on what 
days ; but he is expeated to put his hand 
to anything else aa well, whether to go 
about ‘touting’ for clients, or to make a 
cup of tea, to bay provisions in the bazaar, 
-to,se0 that the horses are fed and groomed, 
“the cows milked, the kitchen verandah 
swept,. anything olse ‘whatever master 
please to order ! 
Such are the chiof, if not the most intor- 
osting cloments and phases of Native Indian 
Life among the classes of people to: whom 
“the Gumdsta belongs, and. who, as we have 
suid alroady, though neither very rich nor 
very high in position, nevertheless exercise 
an influence of a very good kind among the 
mass of the people, and are, certainly, a 
very important one among the several 
agencies now al work in securing’ for the 
British Governmont the most durable of 
“holds on tho admiration and affections of 
its Indian subjects. 


—— 


le 


NO. XIL—TIR “MUNSHI 


ete 


IGE not fow of tho appellations by 
Te which native olllvials wider Go. 
vornmont ave atill bowt known among us, 
the dorm ‘ Mamalvi is one nob only forcign 
in origin, bul also somowhal diflienll to 
dofine. Tho teachers, for instance, of purely 
vornacular ov non-Lnglish subjoots in the 
moro advanced classes of ow oducational 
institutions go by this namo; and so, too, 
do those gontlemon in the Colloclorato oftica 
whose duty ibis to porform tho Sunes 
(or roading aloud in tho hearing of tho au: 
porior offtcor) of all potitiona,—or, to be 
neavor tho truth, tronslations into Muglish 
of all potitions—nddvossed to the Collootor 
in tho magistorial or the rovenue departs 
mous ofhiy wok. ‘von ab tho prosant 
day, thoro is always a Muneht attnchod to 
tho houschold ostablishmont of ovory Mi 
hammadan gontleman of birth ov position ; 
and the dutos he 1s expected to perform 
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ave as much thoso of the corresponding 
socrotary, a3 those of a private tutor to tho 
yorngor mombors of his omployor’s family, 
Thus ib will bo seen that the idea of a 
Munshi is always connected with the busi~ 
ness of reading and writing, and nob un- 
commonly also with that of teaching. Tor 
thé purpose of the present papor, however, 
we propose taking the tatlo Munshi, in ono 
of its more limited, though perhaps most 
familiar, significations, that, namoly, whore 
it is used as applicable only to  toacher of 
Tudian languages, sometimes to the forcign- 
er, sometimes to tho native youth. It 
would be no diffioult, uninterosting, or un- 
ploasant iasix for ono to make a few remarks 
—us we oven now foel sorely tempted to do 
—on tho departed glorics of Munshidom, 
Wo ave doubtful if one out of ten thousand 
of our fellow-countrymon, of whatever casto 
or oreod, has not heard, if ho is not able 40 
relate, at least one good story (with a 
Mrashi for its hero) of tho days of yore 
when tho “white man’s” rule was hardly 
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known, if it had fairly commonced ; and 
when the linguistioal attainments of the 
gronb majority of theso reprosentatives of 
our volors could bo bost definod by those 
happy Jinos of “ Ani O1rmun’A en 


“ Tis Tindustani words wore fow— 
They could not woll bo fowor—- 
As ‘jaldi jao,’ and dekho do, 
And ‘ Khabardar' you auvvar |" 
Our business is rather with tho present 
than the past, however important and even 
interesting that past may bo; and wo shall, 
therefore, confino oursolyos jusi now bo u 
description of tho Munshi as ho is, rathor 
than as he was, or those who followed his 
calling wero, about a century or sovonty. 
five years ago. 


Tho Munshi of tho presont day, thon, is 
40 be found pursuing his peculiar vocniion 
in lifo either in tho school-honso, or at his 
gentleman {or lady) pupil’s privato resi. 
dence, In the case of thoso who find em. 
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ployment in teaching tho vornaculars to 
Europoans a knowledge of English (more 
or loss good, bad, or indifferent) is, as a 
matter of course, an indisponsablo qualifi- 
cation ; while the School Munghi is more 
of the ‘rough diamond,’ the more faithful 
prototype of the oriental conception of a 
pedagogue, 


We shall begin with o doscription of the 
School Munshi, the typo of this class with 
which if wo are not most familiar, wo are 
ab all events longest acquainted, In tho 
earlier days of the Anglo-Indian system of 
education under which we livebefore the 
University came, that is, to the rescue of 
the vernaculars—the ‘ Munshi’s hour,’ aa 
wo used to call it, was the hour for tun, 
frolic, and mischiof, of every kind that could 
suggost itsolf to our fertile school-boy ima- 
ginations; and a percentage of fairly so- 
venty-five out of the thrashings adminis- 
tered by tho head of the school were, wo 
think, referable to a practical joke ox some 
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prank of tho Kind played during tho vorna- 
cular how, Tho Munshi himaoll waa o 
comparatively havnloss, vory ofton a somes 
what ancioni, porsonago, bis stare of know 
ledge being porhaps ag grontas his almost 
uttor inability to communicato ib dust 
now, héwover, things havo changed vastly 
and for tho bottor, ‘The avarago Schoul~ 
Munshi is no longor simply a ‘ walking 
dictionary ;’ nor are his pupils so much 
inclined as school-boys wore in former times 
to malo fun of him; and yot wo quostion 
whother wo talko that intelligont intorost 
in acquiring a knowlodge of our vornnoulars 
that might bo reasonably expooted of us, 
as wo do also quostion whother tho stylo in 
which the Munshi goos 40 work js tho beat 
for purposes other than morely scouring & 
‘pass’ in the Examination list, Leb ate 
tho zeader to acoompany ‘us to a lags room 
where the Munshi is-.giving his losson; 
gndsee how be performs that duty, Tho 
lass is studying, say, a version of tho Ri. 
mayana in Teluge vorgs, Well, ono of tho 
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pupils roads, ov rathoy half sings, a stanza, 
tho next goos through what is callod padu- 
wibhdgam, or tho separating of the severnl 
compound words and eliminations in the 
stanza into their component parts. A third 
pupil now porforms, with a peculiar sing- ~ 
song intonation, the process of substituting 
® synonymous word for each term that 
occurs in the stanza—often using expres~ 
sions like ‘half-a-dozon’ in (so-called) ex- 
planation of simplo words like ‘six’! And, 
thon, lastly, thore comes tho tdiparyam (or 
purport) of the stanza, which,—~having 
heen committed to memory from notes of 
tho learned Munshi’s own exposition the 
previous day—is repeated with all the glib. 
ness of a highly educated parrot! Nothing 
like an attompt at toaching otymology or 
syntax from tho text is mado, othor days 
boing, as the Munshi will gravoly inform 
you, set apart for the teaching of grammar ; 
while it is simply impossiblo for him, from 
his ignorance of English, to test his pupils’ 
powers of ianglation. This, with tho occa- 
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sional submission to written éxirdighflong, * 


ig the way in which tho moro advanded 
pupils are taught (?) the vernaculars ; and 
we ask our rouders to say whother ov not 
—with agencies like thoso at worlkk—wo 
have any reason to ory out againsh tho and 
want of interest which eduonted ILindus 
display with veferonco to tho litoaturo of 
their own native tongues, leaving aside 
their lamontable ignorance of the samo, 


compared with tho knowledge they have of | 


English. 


Thore is not a little, howovor, on tho 
othor hand, that can bo said in favour of 
tho class whom tho Munshi is intondod to 
yeprosent; and thoy havo our sincorosl 
sympathy in the mortification and pain of 
mind they must suffor in adapting tiom- 
selves 40 tho cixeumstancos—~so complotoly 
and findamentally differont from those 
undor which thoiry own minds havo boon 
ixained—undor which they avo requirad to 
perform ‘functions a4 dolyome and trying in 
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thoir ésecution, as thoy ave important and 
incommutable in their results, Wo must 
also bear in mind that the Munshi is 
about the poorest paid member of the 
teaching stafiin any school or college ; and, 
as a friend of ours put it, ‘how much brains 
gan you expect for ton or fifteen rupees a 
month, when you pay twenty-five pagodas 
(87 rupees and a half) for the use of a bar- 
_ rister’s braing for perhaps only an hour or 
sof" So that, taking him asa whole, we 
have nob much reason to be dissatisfied with 
the Munshi; while thero can bo no doubt 
whatever that, so long at least as the better 
educated classes of our community will not 
_ put themselves to the trouble of mastering 
their, vernaculars, sufficiently to allow of 
their becoming teachers of those languages 
themselves, it is impossible for us to find 
any one hotter able to fill his placs. 

And now for the ‘private Munshi” as we 
shall call tho individual who coaches up the 
junior members of the Empress of India's 
civil and military sorvicos, as well as mis. 

fe l-p 
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sionarios (both malo and fomiala) ‘in tho 
vernaculnrs, With his flowing rébea of 
whito, his placid phystognomy, and not 
unfrequently a boole and an nmbrolla eae 
his arm, lurking porhaps in tho veranda, or" 
under a trea opposite tho bedroom window, , 
the “ Moonsheo” isa feature fumiliar onongh 
in Anglo-Indian life. As wo have snid al- 
ready the privato Munshi, if ho is at all 
worth being employod, is very fairly ao- 
quainted with Unglish—in fact hia very 
work itself affords him peculiar facilities 
for acquiring a capital knowledgo of 
ab loast colloquial Bnglish; and thon ho 
enjoys that crowning advantago, namoly, 
an apt and industrious pupil. ‘hus ib will 
appear that tho lines havo fallon to thy | 
private Munshi in pleasantor placos than 
they have to his brothor who has to do 
havdor work and for loss pay in tho school, 
Testimonials by tho hundvod hoar tostimony 
to tho auceoss of tho Privato Munshi nga 
‘aorch ;’ nor is a tostimonial and a probly 
handsoma atlary tho only voward ho gots, 
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There aro, corteinly, not afow of tho many 
of our follow countrymen who, holding 
high official positions now, commencad life 
as a Private Munshi, and who found thoir 
most bountiful patron in the gentleman 
whom, in the days of his cadetship, they _ 
brought successfully through the ordeal of 
the various ‘ standards’ of Wxamination, 


Theso, briefly, are the commonest aspects 
of Native Indian Life among a class of our 
countrymen who form a pretty noticeable 
element in Hindu Sooisty at large, and who, 
to give them something, more than a 
‘negative racommondation,’ exerciso a very 
considerable amount of influence of a vory 
good kind on their community in goneral, 
if not on their pupils in particular. 


No. XUT—Tae " SAuUKAR." 


eet 


TIS is tho namo by whioh tho profes. 
sional monoy-lendor is bost known in 
all parts of Indio, ‘The torm itself ia of Ilin- 
dustani origin; and is, in this part of Che 
country genorally, and in tho city of Madvas 
particularly, used as applicable only to tho 
Quzorfti and Mérwidi merchonts who 
have sottled here, dealing extensively in the 
manufactures of their native places, ax woll 
as being bankers and usurors ona large 
scale, Moro or leas, however, Sdiukda is 
known as the propor designation for the 
Tndian ‘Shylock,’ as ho is often onllod in the 
descriptions given of him by Anglo-Indtan 
writers, In every Indian villago, howoyetty 
rernoté, the nionoy-londer is a faxitllaglys. 
Knosn charaotor—an indispentable eldggént 
in our social organisation; and yot,Sio is 
almost invariably misreprosonigy!» tho darken, 
sadder, phases only of his charaoter and prd. 
fession being almost always delineatod by 
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such anthors as profess to portray the innor 
life of the Hindu people. Of convse thero 
aro hard-hearted scoundrels to be met with 
in every country, as well asin every walk of 
life; but it is very far indeed from the truth 
tosay that the Indien Séhukér is the im- 
porsonation, in human form, of every crime 
and cruelty that the love of money will 
drive one to commit. 

And then, too, we musé take into consi- 
deration the fact that, without tho aid of 
the Sthukér, it is seldom if ever that the 
average raiyatecan got on. After paying his 
vents, taxes, and other claims, there is hardly 
enough left for the maintenanco of himself 
and household throughout the year, Whon, 
' therefore, a bullock dies, a daughter has to 
be married, or « grand-father to be bummed 
(or buried)and feasted ovex, what is the poor 
Indian peasant to do, but borrow? Often, 
howevor, the lendor is nueighbouring land- 
owner, & little better off than the borrower 
himself; and often, too, very little or no in« 
terest is charged; but, when cither the 
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borrower gocs on dotnulling, or tho lender 
himself stands in urgont nood of monoy, what 
ja to bo dono but to resorl to “ extreme 
measures?” Much of tho so-called opprox- 
sion, which theShuldéx isalmost provorbially 
known for, is due to recklessness on tho side 
of tho borrower, rather than to a doli+ 
borately-planned conspiracy on the part of 
tho londer to involvo & man in irrotrievable 
financial ruin, and then to take possexsion 
of all his worldly goods, Instances tive 
Iknown of professional money-londora frank 
ly forgiving a debt; whilo the public 
charities of the Shhukdy class avo woll known 
throughout the country gonorally, and in 
temples of Hindu doitios particularly. 
Many say, howover, that this charity of 
this olass is a sorb of sop to their consoiv 
ences, labouring as thoso conscioncos muat 
bo under tho load of guilt they havo com- 
mittod throngh oxtortion and opprossion. 
Thig may or may not be; but it is mattor 
for congratulation thal among tho monoy- 
londers of India thore provails not a little 
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that ‘ charity’ which, according to the tenots 
of the purest and simplest of existing eveeds 
‘goverath a multitude of sins ? 


There is not much in his external appear- 
ance to distinguish the Indian usurer from 
his fellowmen; nor are his house and other 
belongings particularly ponderous or pre. 
fentious in shape or substance; but the 
slightest glance at him and his are enough 
to convince you of his being decidedly. 
‘moneyod,’ Ag you enter tho houso, by 
the usual narrow passage, and turn Lo your 
loft, you will come on the Sthukfv’s office- 
room, the apartment where ho keeps his 
bonds, cash, jewels, aud other securities and 
valuables, The room is lighted by » single 
window strongly barred and countor-barrod 
with thick iron rods; and the supply of air 
as well as of light admitted thereby is bnt 
limited, You will look in vain, though, for 
‘ wroughtiron safos' or Cuvan’s looks. Our 
yural Shylock—and our remarks nro intend- 
ed to apply to monoy-denlors in the country 
rathor than in tho town—concorns himself 
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rather with tho thiokuess of his walla, and 
the stvength of his iron bars, being in gront« 
or foar of tho honso-bioakor than of tho 
picklook; for Indian burglars avo nob up to 
‘akoloton koys’ and othor raflnod devices 
for tho safe managoment of theh nofariona 
trade. The Tndian village monoy-londox does 
nob believe in currency notes,always kooping 
his yoady cash in silver or copper coin, 
rather than tho ‘ dirty little bits of papor,’ as 
ho calls thom, bearing the signature of the 
Commissioner for Paper Onrrenoy, Almost 
always, too, tho Indian Sahukér (excopt in 
tho cage of tha great native banking hougos) 
is his own accountant, book-keepox, clork, 
and bill-collector—an avrangemont that 
must be commended on grounds of scononty, 
if not on those of convonionce ; bib, whon a 
bond has to bo writton, to sorvicos of somo 
ono olgy ablo to wrilo mo eallod into requia 
sition, to provide against tho suspicion of 
forgory that ofton avisos, ospodially in auch 
casos ag those whoro tho individual oxoont« * 
ing tho hond happens to bo so ignorant as 
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not to be able eyen to sign his or her own 
name, Sometimes, when transactions of 
more than ordinary importance and magni. 
inde tako place, the Sahykér’s room presents 
uite a busy and even crowded aspect, All 
the chief village authorities will be there, as 
much.to aid the contracting parties by hints 
and suggestiqus, conveyed in no quiet or 
subdued tone, as to attest the bona fides 
of the trausaction by their ‘ mark’ ov auto- 
, graph on the bond that is boing drawn up. 
There are other occasions Loo—like thoso, 
for instance, when tho Sthukdr makes a 
final settlement of accounts with a constitu- 
enb, or comes to terms with a debtor whom 
ho might have sued in Court-—when tho vil. 
Ingo authorities, or ab least the loading resi« 
dents, are prosont. 


The daily life of the avorage native 
monoy-lendor is not an enviable or pleasant 
ene, Going out, for dandal (collection) 
morning and evening, eating and sleoping 
by turng during such periods of timo as ho 

dan 
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may eto aolively pursuing his onlling, 
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a present ab tho filing or hoako, Court 
Auits in which ho Agures as pleintift. Che. 
too, there aro poriodionl and spooial visit, 
to temples in the vicinity, or ovon ab go 
gteat a distanco as Bonaros or Raméswa~ 
ve, On his return froma Petra (pilgrim. 
age) tho SAhukfy will havo a Samdradhauna 
(feast) ab which he will ontertain his frionds 
and noighbors; and, on such occasions, 
there ave very considerable doings by way 
of almsgiving, and feeding tho poor, 


Such, briefly, is the Indian Sdéhuhdr 
and such his immediate survoundin 
apd belongings, viewed in tho Jighta 
whereof his is, not we trust wo have boon 
able to show; « phaso of Native Lifo utterly 
revolting to the mental or moral gonses, 
any Snore than it is absolutely dovoyd of in- 
terest to the student of Hindu sotial orgg- 
nisation in its manifold foaburosy 
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No, XIV.—TOE PIAL SCILOOL. 
MASTER, 


HIERE isa clever though somowhat 
quaint native proverb thal says 
“either be the (village) head of ‘police, or 
Keep a school,’ meaning, dou’ tess, that 
as every body strives and wishes to stand 
woll with the Jocal representative of the 
powers-that-he ; so, every body (ar at least 
such povsons as happen to havo children) is 
always anxious to gain the good graces of 
the individual on whom devolves the task 
of teaching the young idea how to shool— 
it being an Oriental belief of long standing, 
that it is entirely in tho power of the teach~ 
ex to produce a good scholar in every sense 
of the word, This being go, ib will he oasily 
understood, that the pedagoguo is, in Ilindu 
sociaty, a vory important, influential, and of 
eourso highly respectable, personago, The 
masters of a ‘pial school,’ as tho oducation- 
al institutions in Indian villagos ave called, 
take thoi tile from the fact of thoir being 
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Jocated on tho ‘pial’ (or raised outer baao- 
ment of tho stroot or orlrando passngo Wall) 
of Houses. ‘tho scliool master is most cont» 
monly 6 Bifhmen, in fret among tho Tolu« 
gu-speaking population, the namo (uyyas 
aru) Lor a boachor, is tho samo as tho 
dignifiod appollation for ono of the priestly 
(Bréhman) class. 


Tet us fay & visit to oho of thosd 
primitive placos of lomning. Tho pupils, 
in difforont stages of intollectual pro. 
gross, are arranged in two rows on cithor 
side of the master, who js sonted on a 
stool at that ond of tho pial, whoro ho can 
havo tho bonefit of tho wall to lean upon 
‘Che beginners are learning to voad ay woll 
as to wrile their alpliabot—tracing tho 
letters on sand thinly strewn on tho floor 
boforo them for tho purpose, and bawling 
out tho lelters’ damos ab tho pitch of thuir 
voices. Pupils a little more advanced aro 
teciting stanzas from tho minor vornacular 
poots, in that sing-sohg atylo so peculims 
ly adapted to native languages, Otho! 
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scholurs again, in» higher class, aro porhapa 
writing to the dictation of a monitor, one of 
those pelty tyrants-so vividly and unpleas 
soutly ramembered by every pial school«boy, 
Two, or perhaps three, of the sevior pupils 
aro reading passages out of the Mahdbhdrata 
or Rémdyana, which their master is ox- 
plaining to them with that amount of gesti« 
sulation, and in that key of voico, which 
only oue who has undergone the process of 
instruction at the hands of a genuine, una 
anglicised, ‘ pandit’ can bear adequate testi. 
mony to, As we said, the village school. 
master is most frequently 1 Bréhman by 
caste; bub, even should he not be one, his 
vocation is in itself sufficient to secure him 
acertain, aud by no moaus inferior, position 
in sovioty, and certain priviloges aud advan« 
tages, as woll as certain means of income, 
Heithor fixed nox stoady, porhaps, but not in- 
donsiderablo as things go.School-foos aropaid 
in coin as well as kind in tho moro remote 
villages; andthe former go to mako by far the 
greator partof the school-master's profession+ 
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alineomo. Rico, condimonts and fuol, straw, 
and even pots aud pans form no unimporte 
ant, or unacceptable, iloms among the con 
tributions that the rural podagoguo levies 
with no loniont hand ioe tho parents or 
guardians of those whe omontal training is 
committed to his chargo. Noy is his Jifo an 
onsy or an enviable ‘ono, rom soun sor 
day light, almost 4o nightfall, doos he woul, 
with briof intervals bavoly sufllciont for 
monls, and fow holidays in the yoar oxtond- 
ing bey¥ond a day or two, Almost all the 
pig¥school-master’s pupils aro boys, the 
‘aughters, ovon of the dancing womon at- 
tached topagodas, boing very rarely sant to 
a vogular school, Whatever may bo said as 
to tho caro bostowed by him on his pupils, 
no ono cnn think of accusing him of spay 
ing tho rod,’ All day long, somolimoa ab 
tho rato of sixty strokes por minute, some« 
times much loss, bub more or loss conbint 
ally, the ‘ ratban’ dosconds from tho hand 
of ynastor or monitor on the back, hound, 
pals, ov any othor part of tho unfortunate 
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Jemmers’ bodies. No matter what the of- 
fence — idleness, disobedience, absence 
without loave, or whatever else it may be,— 
; the gchool-master is ever ready and willing 
rta ‘Jay on’ the biich. Nor is this the only 
“or tho severest form of pyyishment. The 
dofaulter in a writing lessol, for instance, 
is made to exeouto a series of raps with his 
knuckles on the rough sand, his said knuuck- 
les presenting, after the operation, a ‘study’ 
that might interest the vivisectionist, Thero 
are also certain highly artistic (from an 
acrobatic point of view) evolutions, the exe. 
cution of which an outsider might mistake 
for instruction in gymnastics; bub which 
are by no means painless, We cannot, how» 
' ever, in justice to the master, complete this 
brief description of himself and his belong- 
ings without noticing tho kind of education 
he gives—~the style of work he does, The 
curriculum (!) of e pial school may be rough- 
ly summed up as comprising almost all tho 
tianslations into the pupils’ vernacular of 
tho great Sanserit quthors, and a thorough 
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‘grinding up’ in tho firsb four simple and 
compound rules of arithmotic. Noff’s fow 
of tho most distingnished akemnd of our 
Duivorsities must fool, and many of thom 
hayo confessed, that they owed their suo- 
ces, in the mathomationl pavé ab loast of 
thoix examinations, to tho. hymblo sohool~ 
mastor of their juvanilo days, who forced ox 
flogged their § tables’ into them at that atago 
of their montal development. Of course 
thore is always a dark “sido. to every quosy 
tion; and the pial. school-mastor is noithor 
unfrequontly nor unjustly sob down as ono 
of the chief causes ab work in prodyoing 
those half-owakened Hindu minds which 
shrinking from avy oxortion which ig not, 
like an effort of momory, morely mochants 
oal—froquently are critically oxposod ng 
specimens. of average Windu intolloota. 
Yoking him all, in all however, and bearing 
in mind the yory peculiar circumstances 
and avon disadvantages bo labors undor, 
we cortainly think our ayyaudr'e ia ontitled 
to a sharo of that attention and interest 
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With those seoking to.make themeolyes ac- 

quainted with the soveral forma of life 

amongst the millions of Hor Imperial Ma. 
xdesty the Exipross of India’s native: sub. 
ilotee. 





Boi XV.—THE * COOLY. 
HATEVER may be sid and wo ag 
aware that a good deal ean be, na'to; 

the difficulty to: define. the oxnot atatna,, 
social and political, if not physioal, of the 
class ¢ cooly’, thore oan bo no doubt that the 
individual is an eminently veprosontative 
character, especially in sSouthorn India, 
Whore poverty is rather the rule thin’ the: 
‘exception, Then, too, you can hardly do. 
cide, by any hard and fast rnlo, what is a 
cooly’s cagte, any moro than what his ocon~ 
‘pation is, Tho word cooly monns hirod 
laborer, or ono who has no fixed omploy- 
mont, but who lives by finding sundry ‘ jobs? 
in his own particular lino of business, ‘Uhus, 
there ave coolies in all classos of ITindu 
Socioty, Thore is tho Bréhman, for in. 
atanee, who cooks at fostivals or partios, 
and his brother who helps to carry corpses 
‘(of course only of tho twico-born) to the 
burning-pvound. ‘Choy may not bo oxact 
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ly galled 0, but they are navertheless, of 
the ‘ cooly’ class.’ Then, there is our neigh: 
bor Ranga Rave, who swears that tho blu. 
ext of blue{Kshatriya,) blood flows in his 
he 7 ‘but whois; nevertheless, only, too 
ankful.to dé odd. jobs for us. in consider- 
ion of a few'aunas’ payment, Although he 
avould bo enraged if he were to hear us say 
~ go, still. he is-nothing more or less. than a 
cooly. Go into the grain’ bazaars any 
morning, and aes what a number of Kdmatt 
men you will find with sacks on their 
shoulders, some loading, others uuloading, 
and Jothers again looking out for a ous- 
_ tomer, . They, as well-as their women at 
- chotue; who work at rice.beating, ard all 
.-cddlids, None of these people; . however, 
nor anybody like them, belong to tho class 
to which‘our ‘dooly’ doos, although, they 
may strictly come under the designation, 





The cooly whom we now’ beg to introduce 
to the reader is either a Sidra, or a Pariah, 
(most frequently’ the latter) by caste. He 
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has no fixed means of livelihood, any mo; 

’ than he has au abiding place. Theigtragt 

- pial of a desorted hongo, tho intérlor ‘of 
ruined buildings, stables rbandondd agun« 
suitable for housing brute bonsts inauch 
are tho haunts of the cooly in Madras, In 
anch wrotchod lodgings, roplote with aqua- 
lor and povorty, he will livo, till turnod 
out. per force, with a wifeand children, 
and even perhaps ‘with a friond or two, and 
those friends’ families... Lat ns ‘enter one 
~ of thesa places. ‘The collection of hovels { 
aniong the debris of what was once 
storehouse, Tho fallon bricks aro oloarf 
away (the timber having probably boon 
lised qs fuel some timo ago) into a her] 
one corner in the distance; and: half, 
dozon rudo lodges .avo oxtomporised, o., 
soreons of bamboo and palinyra loaves Ini? 
against the orumbling wall, ‘and support - 
hy odd piecas of wood; or aplit a 
A fow dirty chatties, ond a dirtior tua 
two-in tatters.aro the sole adjunots by wi 
of house fittings, or furniture. A filthy m8 
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ly covering his loins, and another one 
yound his ,head, is the cooly’s sole 
Clothing ; his wife is clad'in a garment of 
spatch work “barely mesting the require. 
iments of decenoy; while’ his children (and 
hese unfortunate creatures breed uncom- 
only “fast) go about stark naked. For 
feveral feet around the hovels the ground is 
saturated with foul water and other decom- 
posing substances emitting most sickening 
effluvia, Within this simple enclosure (tho 
roof of the godown having fallen in) there 
4may sometimes be a.dozen or even as many 
s fifteen families, such as that we hayo 
ust described, Hving—if living it: can bo 
alled—amidst. the most . revolting and in- 
uxious of inflaonces, physical’ ag well as 
«moral, 












;. And now as to how the. cooly. and his 
a ymnily subsist, ‘The great centre of cooly 
or in Madras is the beach ; next, perhaps, 
otvél Bazaar, and the evening (thiev- 
nd: China Bazaars. : At.these latter 
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places you will find onough and to spavo of 
ovory variety of tho genus cooly tahhéehand. 
cartman for heavy woight, the baskeb-on- 
head man for smallor or fuwor commoditios, 
and tho jack-of-all-trados (bub masbor of 
nono) who can pub his hand lo almost nny. 
thing, but who is novor batter pleasod than 
whon ho hag ‘sold' a poor ‘griffin! ho 
cooly at the boach has harder work and bettor 
pay. Dragging carts laden with grain and 
othor merchandise from the Iwuding place 
to warehouses in the city or suburbs (help- 
ing themselvos to the contents of the cargo 
asfouch and as ofton as thoy can do so with 
impunity) will give four ablo-bodiod men 
from two to fourtoen annas, or cvon u 
rnped, per trip; aud, making, on tho avor- 
age, bwo tips a day, cach cooly will have 
earnod about six or sevon annag by ovon- 
ing. One-third, probably, of thia sum will 
bo spont on ‘ grog’ on his way home ; while, 
with tho remainder, ‘aftor abusing hor hy. 
band to her heart's content, the cooly’s wife 
will sot ont for the noavest bazaar to buy 
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Angredionts for the night's supper, 
ch is indeed the only moal that is cook- 
(the remnants of the supper (or rather a 
ortion set apart therefrom) being cuten 
béold in tho morning. Coavse rice, half red 
(Half white, forms the staple article of dict ; 
6 pepper water thickened with the 
ch strained off boilod horsogram, and 
FNeasoned (!) with half rotten salt fish, is a 
standing dish, Sometimes, at intervals, 
the cooly may go in for some inferior goats’ 
flesh, or coarse fish ; and, still more rarely 
ybo and his neighbors may have a godsend 
ia tho shape of a doad bullock or buffalo ! 


Such is the average Madras cooly. Ho is 

_& hard working, comparatively harmless, 
“and usefal momber of society; and hig ro. 
moval off the face of the earth would oreate 
,,@ gap which ib would be no easy matter to 
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No. IL.—“YOUNG MADRAS.” 





NDER this title we would beg to intro- 

duoe our friend Cuennarort AnpAyr 

NAtpv, graduate of the Madras University, 
member of the Cosmopolitan Club, the Muni- 
cipal Gommission, and the Véda Saméj, Vice- 
President of the Hindu Mutual Literary 
Improvement Association, Secretary to a 
nidht (fand)with an unpronounceable name, 
and a scion of the old family, probably 
founded by the gentleman whose name the 
city of Madras still goes by among vorna- 
cular-speaking people. Thore is hardly a 
public meeting, at which our friend is 
conspicuous by his absence; but that ig no 
yeason why we should not make him tho 
subject of a aketch ‘nu print—tho more so 
singe we are sure that, instead of domandin i 
an apology from us for the liborty wo hayo 


taken in making uso of hisnamo, Mr. Anpfyr 
1G 
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Niinv will take tho proccoding vathor in 
tho light of a complimont, ILere too, wo 
may at onoo stato that, in our friond’s viow, 
nothing is, or can bho, good which is not 
English, ov at Joost European, English is 
tho cut of his coat; English (no, wo bog' his 
pardon, Bedford) isthe cord out of which 
his broeches aro made; and English aro tho 
boots undor tho brooches aforesaid, IIo 
awears Qnglish oaths, talks English slang, 
drinks English liquors, and evon smokes an 
English pipo! Lot us, howovor, go and 
spond a day with him, at what he calls his 
‘Villa? If you go thoro about half past 
seven or eight in tho morning, you will 
probably hear him shouting from his hed, 
for ‘sodew,’ to oloar his hond of tho rosults 
of the past night's cavouse, A portor, in 
costume as antiquated as it is grotosquoly 
mongrel, will recoivo your ‘ticket’ (as thoy 
torm a visiting card); and duly you will find 
yourself ushored into what is callod tho 
‘hall,’ Whilo wailing for tho host, lol us 
‘take stock of tho contonts of tho room. 
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There is a first class billiard table (old), and 
second olass piano (new), pior tables and 
mirrors, and mavy branchod candelabra of 
more showy than substantial design, A 
legion of paintings and prints hang on tho 
walls, including some photographic portraits 
of members of Mx. Nirpu’s family; for, 
under one, you will find the inscription in his 
own hand-wiiting ‘My Mother’s Picture,’ 
whilo in classic scroll around another (his 
wife’s ?) is illuminated the legend ‘My own, 
my leading star’! On a marble-topped round 
toble is a finely bound copy of the Biblo, 
side by side with ono of Smaxmsrzann’s 
works, and 2 couple of albums, ono of which 
is filled with castes of the leading Dnglish 
and foreign Buropean actresses and other 
public characters, while the othor is devoted 
to the reception of tho likenesses of My. 
NArpu’s Europoan “ patrons, matrons and 
friends!” On ono of the sofas thero lics, 
sprawling, half-naked, half-coverod with o 
dirty sheet, one of his boon companions, a 
half-emptied bottle of O. D. V, and a tumbl- 
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er lying near him on tho floor. The room 
smells stufly, anclia not unredolent of to- 
bacco smoke and snull’; nor is it particular. 
ly suggestive of cloanlincss, comfort, ox 
conyenioenco ; or, in fact, of any thing beyond 
a motley crowding togethor of all styles of 
furniture and house ornamont, such as is | 
ravoly if ever to bo mot with ina singlo 
yoom. Prosontly, a silvor oup of coffeo, and 
a plate containing somo Jinglish biscuits 
and native swoetmeats,aro placed before you, 
with a message that ‘NArpu GArv’ will soon 
bo ready to see you. 


Hiro long, therofore, you find yoursolf taco 
to faco with n young gontloman claborately 
got up ‘in a lnco-bordered cnlico tundu 
(pieco of cloth) tied loosdly nbout his loins, 
acolored muslin half-jackot,. as ibis callod 
of Musalmén ont, and. a gaudily printed 
Trench morino dressing-gown, with a smok- 
ing cap and slippers to match (the latter 
on not the olennost of stockingloss feet). pro. 
bobly purchased at a Fancy Bazan, . With. 


pant in}  ' YouNG MADRAS”? —° 261 


a meerschaum pipe between his lips, and a 
dog whip in his hands, Mv, Niu approa- 
ches and throws himself upon. sofa, en- 
quiring after your welfare, and anathema- 
tising the woather, in the same breath 
as: that in which he. will ask you, with a 
‘knowing wink, whether you won't “try 
something stronger than coffee”. You will 
next be conducted for a stroll in tho 
grounds, looking in at the dairy, the poultry- 
yard, and the stable. The garden is laid 
out in western style; and, amid a profusion 
‘otnabive flowers, fruits and vegetables, our 
“host will point out with pardonable pride 
tho annuals in pots, and other kinds of planis, 
for. which he may have obtained a prize, or 
" certificate of honorable mention, .at the 
Flower-show. Tho" dairy, unfortunately, 
does no great credit to its owner's Anglicised 
taste ; but thére is o little English bred heifer, 
and:.a ‘patent churn’—the former in good 
condition, the latter out of. order. So, too, in 
the poultry. yard, you will find Dorkings 
and Spaniards’ side’ by side with Brahma- 
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putras and Oochin Chinas, and Capo pigaorig 
feoding together with country junglo fow! ; 
but the preponderant elomont of dirt and 
disorder prevailing which is tho invariable 
characteristic of Indian ostablishmontsa of . 
any kind, Tho stables, avo prosidod ovor 
by a half-caste groom, who, rejoicing in tho 
aristocratic name of Hammron goos by tho 
Tamulified sobriquot of ‘ambaten' (a bavbor). 
A pair of Pogu pony goldings, a Gulf Arab | 
soddlo. horse, an aged, blood Waler mave, 
and a pair of sorry-looking country bred 
animals with tho infamy,ofthoir boing id 
‘cast’ from ary sorvico stampod on 
their shoulders: aro tho occupants. of tho 
half dozon badly built and worse kopt atallsy' 
The stable-yard contains.a-woll and drinks 
ing trough ; and abounds in litter of.o 
description ; while the air is so foul that. 
wo don’t wondor at Mr peor a ho 
is always “’ bliged -totlight-a weed ‘you 
know, d—n it,” when visiting this part of 
his household. Not happening howovor, to 
tako rofuge from. bad smolls'in tobacco 
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smoke, we beat a retreat to the wostern 
verandah, now the coolest part of the houso, 
whore we find o table laid outa la Angluiso 
for “our morning cup of. tea, you know.” 
‘Easy chairs of all shapes, sizes, and. styles, 
are.here arranged in picturesque confusion, 
some of them occupied by different types of 
the genus “ Young Madras.” Some of these 
gontlemen have come in on their morning 
ride, and sport knickerbockers, Hessians, 
Napoleons andWellingtons,otherwise affect- 
ing » decidedly ‘horsey’ style. Others are 
‘out for their morning constitutional, in om- 
phatic ovidence of which they display dust. 
colored trousers over stout-walking boots, 
and canes. of every design, On the-table 
is a finely chased-silver plated tray, holding 
not only the tea-oups but also a couple of 
teapots ; but the Britishoy will look in vain 
for sugar-pot, cream-jug, slop-basin, and. 
teagspoons ; for these are disponsed with, the 
teapots. containing not morely an infusion 
of ton leaves, bub.tho bovorage itsolf with ; 
rather alarge admixture of milk, Along with 
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this toa, or rather Lo Lhoso who prefer it, is 
sorved swoct (4. @ wnformonted) eocoanul 
toddy, which is supposed to be not only a 
plonsant but ovon a wholosomo dink, being 
somotines ordered modioally. Lastly, thore 
aro cheroots and hookhas which aro resorl- 
ed to till it bocomes time for the party 
to break up. 


And now for about an hour or sovonty 
minutes, tho Nitpu will attond to business, 
Bill colleotors and brokers, morchanty and 
monoy lenders, and all the motley crow to 
whom his patronage oxtonds nob excepting 
suitors for chavity, will bo duly atiendod to, 
and perhaps a fow letlors written, Thon 
will come the bath, thon a monl, and then 
tho traditional siesta. Rising from hia mid. 
day snooze, Mv. NAtpv will fortify himeolf 
with what he colls » ‘thundoring“gog’ of 
brandy, after which he will proceed to @on 
the costume of his class, consiating of close 
fitting light tweed trousers, tviramed with 
black silk braiding at tho ‘sixipo,’ a shirb 
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without a collar, a coat (which is a cross 
between an English gentloman’s diossing 
gown, and the old Saracenic ‘ cloak with 
sleeves’) of yellow or magenta colored stuil, 
with collar and cuffs of black velvet em-~ 
broidered with gold thread, a paix of patent 
leather boots, and head-gear of a stylo 
which, in spite of a large amount of bro~ 
cade and embroidery, reminds one strongly 
of asyoe. An upper cloth of green silk 
gauze, slaborately wrought with silvor 
thread, folded narrow, is thrown ovor tho 
shoulders; three massive gold chains, one 
wound twice round the neck, the other 
fastened to a button, and the third dang. 
ling from the pocket with an infinity of 
charms, support a ‘ keyless ight day semi- 
hunting repeater; a choico though rather 
numerous assortment of heavily bojewellod 
rings adorn (?) the first, third and httlo 
fingers of both hands ; and the tiniost imagin. 
able cane, knobbed and ferrulod with gold, 
twirled between tho fingers, complotos the 
picture. Thus equipped Mr, a will 
=H 
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get into what he calls his ‘ dakkar? 
(Anglice dog-cart); and, smartly touch= 
ing up tho Peguos, of which mention 
hag been made already, will sot off ata 
vattling pace to the houso of his * other girl,’ 
as ho styles » certain lady in contradistine- 
tion to his wife, who is commonly spoken 
of as ‘the girl’ At this establishment,—~ 
and it is considered almost a reproach to ho 
without at least one of the kinds~Mr, 
Nirv will amuse himself withiobitde, yolieis) 
or dice; and may receive a few bhoics cont 
panions, whiling away the time as best he 
may till ho feels‘ fiffinish,’ ‘This repast will 
bo but a slight one, consisting of spiced 
meats and confectionery, followed by a 
smoke, and finally washed down by ‘some~ 
thing slvonger than tea.’ Moanwhilo it 
will bo time for him to dross for his ovening 
vido, The ‘long coat’ is substituted for a 
snuffeolored velvot ‘double-breaster; and tho 
agri for a richly laced cap, also, howeyor 
unfortunately strongly suggestive of tho 
stable uniform. The watoh is soparated from 
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the long chain and charms, and tho rings 
removed to allow of wearing glovos. Duly 
mounted on hig ‘daupple’ (that is the way 
he pronounces the word) grey Arab, behold 
Mr. 0, A. N,, his legs looking uncommonly 
like a pair of compasses astride a saddle, at 
the Bandstand promenade, either the South 
Beach or in the People’s Park, sometimes 
listening almost profoundly to the sweat 
musio that is being discoursed, sometimes 
indulging in futile attempts at a display of 
horsemanship, staring vacantly {if not 
viciously) at some, bowing or salaaming to 
others, grinning or winking at a select few, 
making inane efforts at drawling forth 
the most vacuous commonplaces in the ‘ haw 
haw’ style of the ‘swell’ whom ho reas of 
in English novels—in a word, making 
himsolf supremoly pitiable and ridiculous. - 


Returning home our friend may proba~ 
bly find the * females,’ as he terms them, of 
his family awaiting him to accompany 
them to tho temple. To visit the sacred 
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edifice, it is necessary for. him to remeta~ 
morphose himself into something like an 
orthodox Hindu ; and, so, duly wo find him 
issuing out of the house clad only in a 
dhdvati mad angavastram (lower ond upper 
cloths) of fine calico bordered with laco. 
The triangular red and white mark of the 
followers of Vishnw is blazoned on his: fore~ 
head, and his head bare. - Arrived at the 
temple, NArpu and. family will . buy. 9, few 
cocoanuts, some fruits and flowors,,an 
quontity.of camphor. ‘The coccanats aro” 
broken, the fruits and flowers deposited on. 
6 footstool, and the camphor lit and waved 
before the idol; some monoy is slipped into 
the officiating priest's palm; and, the satha- 
gépam (diadem) ‘of the. god being, placed 
fora. few seconds on tho worshippor’s head, 
the devotions ave over. On his: way out of 
the temple NAipv will distvibute alms to 
the professional -mendicants,. ond a fow 
douceurs to: the temple servants, among 
whom ‘are the dancing girls; and thon 
home again, Hore supper will bo ready, 
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-after due attention to which Mr. NArpu will 
perhaps seb out again to a nautch, or to 
some porformance like that of the ‘ Dambd~ 
chdv? comedy, where he! will meet, if he is 
not accompanied thither by, -persons of no 
“ great reputation for manners or morals, It 
will be pastmidnight before the performance 
is over ; but ‘Young Madras’ will keep it up 
(it-including the bottle among other evils), 
till the small hours next morning, falling off 
gyadually into thet state of stupor which 
can scarcely be called sleep, and waking up 
tmensy, unrefreshed, and-useless. for any- 
thing beyond.s, vague consciousness of that 
‘frame of. body. so completely: defined as 
‘seedy.’ . 

But let Young Madras take courage; a8 
Davz Carson said, * Ho is still young.” 


No, IL—THE CATECHIST,, 

. GYPN closing the present sorios of papers 
Z descriptive of the various phasos of 
life among the native population of the 
country, ib may not, we imagine, be alto. 
gether out of place to.give our readers a 
brief insight into the ordinary daily lives 
of that portion of our follow-countrymen 
who haye adopted the Shatin faith. In 
fact, ib would bo ag serious a. ‘sin of omis- ; 
sion’ as it would be an injustice wore we 
to pass by, entirely unnoticed, what there 
can bo no doubt is arising, if not import- 
ant and influential, class among the many 
classes of tho Indian pooples, And, in 
talking of the Nativo Christian population. 
of India, wo can think of no singlo chnrac- 
ter more representative than the one whoso 
‘ official designation’ we have taken for tho 
hoading of this sketch. 






For tho information of suoh of our rondl- 
ers to whom tho term catechish might bo 
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either vague or unfamiliar, wo might state 
thot the person who goes under the title is 
the sort of compound of 9 street preacher 
and a teacher, whom the bodies known as 
‘Christian Missions’ employ largely, for the 
carpying on of the work’ which, they make 
no attempb to conceal, has for its object the 
proselytising of the followors of all other 
creeds to Christianity. Woe ought also to 
mention that our observations on the pro» 
sent occasion ave intended to refer solely 
to the cateohists. of Protestant Missions in 
contradistination to. those belonging to the 
Church of Rome. 


The average catechist, then, with whom 
we have to concern ourselves just now, is 
not 2 vory remarkable looking person from 
any point of yiew; and is not, thorefore, 
easily distinguishable from oither his neigh- 
bors, or in a moderate sized crowd; but 
thero can be no mistaking your man once 
you can get him to open his mouth and 
talk to you: We think it was Tnacxeray 
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who said he could make out a certain class 
of religionists whoroyor ho found them by 
the ‘length and curvo of their chin,’ 
Whether or not these people are Ul romark. 
, able for any peculiar clongation or curva~ 
ture of the particular portion of tho face 
referred to, we are, of course, unablo to say; 
but we have not the slightest hdsitation, 
whatever, in saying that the ‘specch’ of the 
Native Christion catechist always andaune 
failingly ‘ bewrayeth’ him to«any'sbixt 
most perfect stranger to India and Indian 
men and manners, 


As we snid already the catochist is a sort 
of oross between tho streot-proacher and 
the school-master, Wo shall, thoroforo, bog 
the reader to follow us in thought 10 somo 
of the scones of his labors, As wo rido 
along ono of our bazaar atreots of an ovoning, 
our attention is drawn to a crowd of pooplo 
collected around » man who, standing on 
slightly clevated ground, is vociforating at 
the vory top of his yvoico. It is tho cato. 
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chist preaching, Close to him, on either 
side, ave three or four juvenile members of 
the congrogation over which the” catechist 
exercises a sort of official visitor's powers. 
The youngsters are there to assist in con- 
vening en out-door audience for the cate-" 
chist, This they do by singing a hymn, 
or reciting aloud passages from the Bible, 
ox some Christian lyric in the vernaculars ; 
while, just as often, the catechist himself 
commences operations by roading aloud a 
tract or chapter from some book or anothor. 
As soon ag a sufficiont number of people 
are collected—and proceedings of the kind 
we have just described soldom fail to col. 
lect people in this country—the business of 
preaching proper begins, Woe wish, for the 
sake of Christianity itself in the abstract, 
as well as for tho sake of that particular 
section of the Hindu community to which 
tho catechist (in common with several per- 
sons for whom, aa gentlomen, and as men of 
learning and liberal views, wo have the 
highoat respect) bolongs, we wish, yh ropeat, 
al 
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we could say thet the catochiat’s way of doing 
his work—and, whioh is worse, the way in 
which he is allowod, and oven oncouraged, 
to doib—was, if not tho bent, at loast unob. 
jootionable, We regret to say that, if wo 
would be true, wo cannot but charactovise 
his ‘line of procedure’ ag positively absurd, 
and, at times, invidious and ovon insulting. 
Of course, we do not, for a momont, wish 
to go into the religions bearings of tho quos- 
tion, All that we would say--evon at tho 
risk of being accused of travolling beyond 
our legitimate limits, and of incurring tho 
displeasure of those in whogo estimation wo 
would fain stand high—~is that it is ag ill. 
adapted to take with tho nativos of this 
country, as it nover can ho succossful to any 
considerable extent, Just listen to what 
the catoohist is saying, He holds o copy 
of the Now Tostamont in his hands; but 
very little that comos from his lips is 
in keeping with the spirib and tonching of 
that volume, A great doal of tho cnicchiat’s 
{so called) sormon ig the most vulgar abuso 
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of Iindu deitios and sectarian prejudices ; 
while just a8 much of it is anecdote, fablo, 
and proverb by way chiefly of illustration. 
Now, though no great admirers ourselves of 
Bindu deities, nor staunch supporters of 
Hindu caste-projudices, we think it nothing 
but proper that some respect should be paid 
to the feelings of those who do believe in 
those deities, and who do keep up those 
projudicos, Bosides, when—as is most 
frequently tho case——the catechist himself 
ig (or was) of a much lower caste than tho 
bulk of hig hearers, ib is, to say tho leash, 
not particularly pleasing to have caste cried 
down and made fun of, Well, in due 
course, tho catechist’s ‘ preaching’ is over. 
A. prayer may be offered up; and, perhaps, 
a hymn sung ; while, after distributing a few 
tracts, tho catechist and his juvenile aasiat. 
ants will trudge homo, the former making 
mental calculations, most probably, as to the 
number of people he ought to put down in 
his “ Report Book” as having been proached 
to on this occasion; tho latier with their 


276 THE GARKGIIST. feaRT in 


thoughts bent on the moro carnal idoa of 
what they will have to cat when thoy 
reached home. 

And now, let us go into a mission school 
room(probably ina missionary’s compound); 
and sco the cntechist at worl: in his capacity 
of pedagogue, ‘Tho scone is dull and un- 
interesting enough in all conacience; but 
it is quito in keeping with the catechist’s 
ideas of duty, Tar different from his repre- 
sentative among the non-Christian native 
population, the pial schoolmaster, you will 
always find the catechist on his foct, hard at 
work, determined to teach what littlo ho 
may Imow to his scholars; and to see thas 
thoy learn it, Ono advantage he hasis that 
the subjects which ho toachos aro those 
which, and which alono, ho himsolf almdios 
con amore, With all that, howovor, ibis 
neither the oasiost nor the plonsautert of 
tasks to keop a whole lot of dixly, mig. 
chievous, little urchins in order and at worl, 
in addition to othor dutios oqually, if not 
more, difficult of accomplishment, 
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Before wo close, Iet us pay a brief and 
hwried visit to the catechist’s own home, 
Tt is also, very probably, within the already 
mentioned precinets of the padre's com- 
pound; and, for the credit of the Native 
Christian class, we must say it will compare 
very favorably indeed with the homes of 
those with similar means (and of the same 
caste) among non-Christian natives. The 
women and girls of the family, besides 
being able to cook and sew, are also fairly 
oducated in their own vernaculays, ond 
manage to deport themselves a great deal 
more sensibly and dignifiedly than their 
unohristianised sisters, There is also a 
cortain air of quiet comfort that is only con- 
apicuous by its abgonoe in the too great 
majority of Indian homes, not even except- 
ing thoso whose inmates belong to the ultra. 
Anglicised fraternity, 


Taking him ag a whole, we havo no hesi- 
tation, in conclusion, to say that, in spite of 
certain faults without which he could not 
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be mortal, the Catechist is a very worthy 
individual, ifhe is nob much of an ornamont 
to society in general, and tho * Native Ohurch’ 
in particniar, 


No, IIL—THH ‘ TRAVELLED HINDU,’ 


roy 


This man, thon, was Ono of those natives onlightonod 
Who Britons would bo if their faces wero whitenod. 
He'd 9 soft ploasant mion, 
And his habits were olean s 
To oachowed chewing chillies, or betel, or bang ; 
He tolked English well, with a Telugu twang, 
And was vastly proficiont in drawing-room slang ; 
He had orogaed the ‘ black water’ old England to ¢ do, 
And had come hack adept in the nse of the cu, 


Ho playod on tho fluto, 
And ha wore a tweed suit, 
And his slippor hed long given place to a boot. 


Though British in many respocts, as I’ve shown, 
In some Httlo mattors ho was black to the bone: 
And though ho admitted plum pudding was nico 
Ho thonght that thore was nothing like ourry and rico, 
All ofwhich little traita showed he’d great moral worth, 
Boing true to dustoor, and the lend of his birth,” , 
Adapted from Lays oy Inn, by 
“ Aliph Ohegm,’! 
(Tho italioiaod Words aro introduced by ws.) 


IE English reader may stare, but 
thore is no denying, and we don’t 

800 that thero is any uso in concealing, that 
tho exprossion ‘ travelled’ is most truly ap~ 
plicable to not a fow of tho most prominont 
and pushing membors of whai, in the Angli. 
cisod fashion of the day, is spoken of us 
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Hindi Bootety. Wo should state, howevar, 
: that the epithet under notice is used, as we 
now use it, in a somewhat limited senao, as 
applicable, thatis only to such nativos of this 
country as havo beon to England and bak, 
So much has been said on this subject, by 
so many differont authorities, in so. many 
English papers, and from so many different 
(Unglish) points of view, that it:may not, 
we imagine, be considered eithor out of 
place, or uninteresting, for us-to let people 
see this particular specimen of the human 
rags through a pair of native Indian spoa- 
tacles—to represent the ‘trayolled THindu’ 
from the point of viow hold by tho vast 
majority of his untravelled follow-country- 
mon, 6 may algo be as woll for na to stato 
that we do uot go with those who objoab, 
the visié to Mngland per so, whothor it b 
of business. or pleasure; but,wo:do,cortainky 
think the prictico, unfortunately hocoming 
common. every day, of adopting forcign ous « 
toms and manners to the uttor oxolusion of 
our own simpler and more suitable onga— 
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in word, the consummate folly of over- 
- Anglicising oumsolves—ia one against which . - 

it is impossible to speak in terms too strong, 

ag it is one notonly supremely ridiculous, 

but even ruinous to our prospects of nation- 
“al advancement. 


Without further proface, wo may proceed 
to ‘say that, as there are different types of 
tho samo stock to be met with in tho 
animal and vegetable creation, 80 too, there 
are differont typos of the particular class 

rho gollectivo designation we have chosen 

tho title of this paper. There is, for 
iaivgnce, Mrs. Mary Josmpg (as sho dearly: 
loves to hear herself called,) a devout mem: .’ 
bor, of longstanding, of a cortain establishy 
ment in Indio, In hor younger days Mrs, 
"J, was known by tho name (far moro fami- 
Taw to Hindu onrs thon her presont ‘one) of 
Apr Laxsuar: ond was a not bad-looking 
dyes (oljld’s maid) in the sorvico of the Mis- 
sionary: at ‘our station’ in the mofussil,. 
“er naturally intolligont mind,” bie quote 
* : ie 





282 = nam ‘ pRavELEND INDU? [Parr tt 


from the Sovioty’s report of Missionary 
Isbour in Foreign Lands, “soon Iaid itdelf 
open to the teachings of Christianity ;” and, 
accompanying the aforementioned mission~ 
ary’s family on their voyage homo, sho 
yeturned home, after a stay of soveral years, 
a full-fledged “ Native Christian Lady” (?) ! 
She is now the matron, we believe, of 
a Girls’ Boarding School; and we havo 
moré than once had tho privilege of listen~ 
ing to her conducting what she called 
‘meeteen’ (Angtice, meoting) one part of 
the proceeding being the singing of a certain 
revivalist hymn. Mis, Jospru also occasional- 
ly introduces certain very sonsible changes 
in her costume, such as the putting on of a 
thick pair of boots in cold or wot woathor, 
not omitting to pull on » woollen night omp , 
over her head and cars before sho xotiros’to 
rest every night, 4 t 
4 

Then, there is our friend RémasAa, with 
whom, wo fancy, some ab least of our 
Anglo-Indian roaders must be familiar, THe 
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is another personage to whom the term 
‘travelled Hindu’ might strictly be ap- 
plied; for he has been to England also, in 
his professional capacity (of cook or body 
servant) along with some Anglo-Indian 
Bahadciiv, on the latter's final return homo ; 
and he holds not a few testimonials spenk~ 
ing of his character in terms of the highest 
praise. You will be simply overpowered if 
you just ask him one question regarding his 
Tinglish experiences, so roady and willing is 
he to hold forth on particulars conncoted 
ih what there can be no doubt has been 
the greatest event of his life, 


We might also name ou: othor friend, 
the Revd. Mv. Ranaasiam, ‘as a third 
individual whom wo might class under the 
‘tiayelled Hindw’ heading. It is truo ho 
did not go to England (or Scotland, wo 
forgot which) as a‘ delegate’ from Missions 

* here, any more than he travelled thither as 
‘boy’ or bearer to his Missionary superior ; 
nor did he do much, if anything, by way 


a 
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of taking such audiencos by storm as 
assemble at Exeter Tail ov similar aronas ; 
but still ho has been across tho ‘black 
water’; and his predilection for England 
and English things genorally is as sincore 
and strong, as it is of the most undisguised 
charactor, 


None, however, of the three people wo 
have mentioned come up to our idea of the 
travelled Hindu par excellence } shecaugo, 
though there is no Goubt they have travallod, 
they are not very represontative charactors ; 
nor does their influence oxtend or malo 
itself feli to any degree of importanco, 
The kind of travelled ILindu to whom wo 
purpose, confining our‘romarka on tho 
present ogcasion is a very difforent porson, # 
every way} from Mrs. Josmpu, or Messrd, 
RAmasiar and Ranaasiat, His visit to 
England has.boen ab a time and undor oir. 
cumstances wherein he could see nota little, 
aud judge for himsolf a good deal; and, ° 


moreover, has extended over a pretty -con~ 
a 


PART UL,], THE ‘TRAVELLED HINDU.’ 285 


siderable period—so considorable a period 
indeed as to metamorphose him into an 
Englishman in evorything except the 
color of his skin, Leaving his native 
land, comparatively unaccustomed to asso- 
ciate with Europeans of any social standing, 
and almost wholly unacquainted with- the 
intorior economy of English domestic lifo, 
our travelled Hindu returns, brimful of 
English fashions, fantasticalities and follies ; 
and sither cannot, or will not, find it possi- 
ble to re-settle himself down into the quiot, 
homely, and, on the whole, comfortable, 
groove in which he had been moving oro 
he left these shoves, The palate that has 
become accustomed to tasta bacon.and eggs, 
washed down with claret or coffee at 
breakfast, sandwiches and sherry” at lun~ 
cheon, and to roast beef, agcompaniod 
perhaps by champagne, at dinner, must, in 
agit ibe of what ¢‘Azirpx Cumnm’ says, find 
3 Cea a rico’ vather tamo. The limbs 
that “haye been oncased for a couple or 
three years in the dainty, ‘ stylish,’ produc« 
€ 
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tions (in the tailoring line) of Poon ef hoo 
gepus ommne must, no doubt, feel considera. 
ply uneasy in the graceful light, and appro- 
‘priate véshté (waist cloth), But, we ask, how 
did our. travelled friond feel when he first 
tasted English cooking or first wore English 
costume ? Surely’ it: must be. easier’ to 
revert to the habits ‘one ‘has beon. used ‘to 
for years, and which fit in perfectly with 
such circumstances as birth, position, and 
‘climate, than to keep on. to habtts but 
recently. acquired,-and acquired only in 
adapting oneself to a foreign and partiou« 
‘larly trying situation of a very tempormy 
character? Our travelled Hindu irionds, 
however, wo rogrot to obsoryvo, think other, 
wiso,. At all ovonts it looks, if wo: ave to: 
judgo of thom by their doods, .as if thoy 
think otherwiso. Nothing with ther 
at-all approach excollenco, nob to:.say 
+ feotion, that.is not Hnglish ; awhile, on the 
other hand, everything nativé that should 
commend itself to them on the ground. of 
early association (if no othor) is looked upon 
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as ‘coarse, ‘vulgar, or-porhaps ‘barbay- 
ous’! ; 

Let us, however, pay our’ ‘ travelled 
Hindu’ a.visit atyhis house, . You will have - 
no, great difficulty in finding it ; for he takes 
ag: good core that itis in a fashionable (ie, ; 
Buropean-peopled) locality, as he does to 
have a signbard up with his name at .the 
gate, Some time after -your card has been 
taken in, you will probably get an invi- 
tation. to come into the ‘office-room’— 
‘master’ (whose mastor P) evidently not be~ 
ingaure whether yout visit is one of business 
“of compliment... ‘The ' first. question, 

therefore, which you will probably beiasked 
‘when he makes his appearakoe will bo that 
most annoyingly impertinent one which not 
a few Anglo-Indians aro.so used. to put— 
“ Well, Sir, what can I do for yqu ?” should 
“you disabuse his mind of any notion that 
‘aamay there oxist of his being able to do any- 
‘thiigefor. you, he will probably apologise; 
* or, at S}L,events, relax considerably ; and, if 
you at all come up to his notion of a. par- 
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son fit to assoviate with, ho will probably 
ask you to come into the drawing-room 
and order the punkah, and a cup of tea for 
you. Should you bo ‘somabody,’ there will 
also bo the chance of an introduction to his 
wife, who, if she is nota‘ travollod’ lady 
herself, is one most strongly and unmistake. 
ably Anglicisod. Sooner oy later the con« 
versation will turn upon England, proba- 
bly every article of ornament in tho room 
is a ‘direct importation’ from { that,glorious, 
wonderfyl, country’; ands there may also 
hang teles neither fow nor short, to cach 
such memento. See how cloquent our bra» 
velled countryman will wax as ho dilates 
on the ‘countless benefits’ and ‘ incaloula- 
blo advantuges’ that he bolioves will rosulk 
from a visit to Mngland ; and mark hoy, 
gravoly he will put his hand on your shoul 
dora as ho closes with the words, ‘My doar 
follow, tako my advico, and gond your boy 
off to England ag soon as you can possibly 
manage it. ‘Thero’s nolhing liko it.” 


Tf, howovex, you wish lo soo tho ‘ travél~ 
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led Hindw’ at his best, you must do so on 
the occasion that he entertains his Kuro- 
pean or ¢ ultra-Anglicised’ friends at his 
‘Lodge’ (or whatever may be the absurdly 
English name he may give his dwelling 
house). See howcomplacently and self 
satisfiedly he bowsandsmiles as he displays 
himself most elaborately (and, wo have no 
doubt, most uncomfortably,) got up in a 
“swallow tail,’ white ‘ choker ? and other 
component eloments of what he will tell 
you, with a faint half-pitying smile at your 
own ignorance, is costume dé viguer for an 
evening party! Wo"foar wo pul kim out 
considerably when we told him that black, 
while a ‘gentlemanly color’ (if colota are 
to be chosen according to their descent, 
should it be settled they have such a thing) 
enough for a‘whito man,’ looked simply 
horrid when worn by ono of his (our ‘ tra- 
velled’ friond’s) complexion, as wo did 
when Wo suggested, amniably enough, that 
he should do something to gob rid of the 


holes in his cars (which ovory Hindu has 
LK 
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bored for him or her at any carly ago) and 
the tattooed mark on his forohead, since 
they scarcely wore in keeping with tho reat 
of his ‘ would-be Briton’ appearance. Well, 
as wo talk, the guosts begin to arrive. They 
include a fow typical Buropeans, tho family 
doctor (for it won’t do fdv one who hag 
been to England to be without an oxpen- 
sive attaché of this kind fo his establish. 
ment,) with an attorney, as muoh'to have 
all the professions vepreag, ntedng af aoht 

tesy to that partioulai peoriest 

far the great majority of travelled Ilindns 
(in this Presidency st least) bolong to, 
These, with a fow travelled (or othor- 
wise highly Anglicised) natives aro the 
persons whom you will meot; and il is 
a sight worth sooing, certainly ‘as good 
as a play,’ how our ¢ travelled Windu' friend 
will go to work ‘handing’ bis lady gucsta 
out of their carriages, and ‘leading’ thom 
within doors. Vorily would tho ghosb of 
our good old Manu shudder could hoe but 
sea a descendant of those for whom ho 
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framed his ‘code’ thus aping perhaps the 
most incongruous, and even (to the popular 
native mind) indecorous, manners and cus- 
tome of the miéchcha (foreigner), pollution 
from the least contact with whom, accord- 
ing to his (Manv’s) laws, could only be 
removed by cutting off so much of the body 
ag had been touched by the unclean being! 
In due course, however, the several guests 
ave ushered in; and presently, there will, 
most probably, be a division amongst them 
as to billiards or croquet, for our ‘ travelled 
Hiyd ig an adept with the mallet, as woll 
asthe ‘cue,’ According to Engligh ideas, 
80 at least we aro obliged to suppose from 
what we see, ib would seam that neither of 
thoso games can go on without cortain 
stimulants unto the playing theroof in the 
shape of ived (and intoxicating ?) drinks: 
Henco,we finda tablo laid out in the verandah 
with such delicacies (?) as ham-sandwiches 
and olyret aup, sido by sido with cakes and 
confactions of a more homaly make, whose 
outlandish and unprohoundeable names we 
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will not inflict on the reader, One of the 
‘would-be British’ Indios presides. oyor 
another table, playing at making tea or | 
coffes; and even, perhaps, indulging ina 
‘mild flivtation’.to complete the Wnglishism 
of the whole scene, We sorely wish’ spaco 
would allow of our recording a few dialogues 
from’ the conversation going on, They 
would make'the véry flesh creep of those 
Indophiles with whom s yesidente in Hng- 
land ia:looked uy on, ‘asthe “only snearis: for 
vofortiting’the Finda character and’ the’. 
‘Hindu people. In our humble opinion. it ig 
a reformation indeed, and one with a ven. 
geanco; but certainly far from being the 
kind of reformation’ that o patriot or a 
philanthropist would desire for his country, 
Wo aro, however, digrossing, rom billis ° 
ards, croquet, and the Vvorandah tables, the 
‘stop is but a short ald an oasy ono'to’.tho 
drawing room, whither tie company will 
. reiidjit bill dinnér'is YoBmally announioed (by 
a Pari ‘butlr ?). ‘That’ atnouncement - 
-duly over, and the guésis having paired. off 
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dining-room wards, let us take a brief. and 
hurried glance at. some of them as they are 
seated around the travelled Hindu’s “ hos- 
pitable mahogany” !” The host himself we 
have ‘already desoribed, at least. we have 
described: how he dresses, ; To his right ig . 
a young Englishwoman the guest par excel 
“ lence’ of the evening. She came out, we. 
think, in the same steamer that hav present 
~ host returned to India, to be engaged in: 
‘educational work; but has given that up 
‘for a much, snugger little berth up the 
- Cegnoor:way, ahe being, in short, engaged 
to be: ‘married to. o ‘qoffeo-plantér,, who ‘is 
_ also. among the. present company, Next 
_ to this lady’s espoused husband (who, of 
course, sits by her) is a. native Iady, of | 
the ‘ultra-Anglioised . school, one, that is, 
who is a Hindu in nothing more than 
color.and by the aocident of birth, ‘Of 
‘Wolerably fair intelligence, and very: cree, 
: j 8 industry, she does not gonceal 
that sheds: Bites a blue-stocking ) y while 
it is a futh oa ‘a0 pelnfally. aélfevident 
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that.i in dregs and manners, sho rung pretty. 
aloes on the ‘heels of that much abused 
female character in Bnglish Society, ‘the 
‘girl of tho period’ Opposite her is her ~ 
representative in the rader.gox—tho ultras’, 
Anglicised Hindu young gentleman, ‘Hois 
avaw young lad yot in the lower regions of 
the College, ‘but eagerly awaiting the time 
whon he is to’ be shipped » off to Mngland 
to ‘compete, for an appointment tin the 
Covenanted Civil Service. . He too, 
telks, and sganotally -béhaves ten 
Englishman of his age, as do all the others 

of his class, with this important exeep- 
tion, that, whereas the Englishman does now 
and then give a thought to the mosses 
around him, the travelled Hindu, and those 
of his countrymen with whom ho associates,: 
so far from thinking of, and fooling for, and‘ 
trying to improvo, their less-fayorod brothron . 
do their very best by word.and by deed to 
keep themselves ‘ns far aloof. as possible 
from others, from what cause or with what 
profit we will not undertake to say, 
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We could diaily go on. ‘liplpteg ing- 
_ tances of the se) eed types.of ae 





1 a of personalities; as fromthe “sudden 
“ing, sickening, nature of the subject itself, 








Wo. wish we, gould, with: truth; “have 
drawn a brighter picture, and havo exhibit. 
odour travelled fellow~cotintryman in’ a 
light. more favorable, than that which we 
_haye just represented him in, We wish, we 
Repeit, ore hed. it in our power to say that | 

’ by. “for the g great majority of such natives of 
this Presidenoy a8 we know whovhad visited - 
Dngland: were persons of known: and 
acknowledged good principles ; and that, ag 
much as in them lay, they were anxious to’ 
promote. the good of their follow-beings,.- 
Such, however, we confess, and .we dos 
cowith the utmost regret, has not been our 
“ expetionce ; and it ig because we have had 
so. painful sh:experience that wo have been 
induced to write at'such length, and with 


5 996° aE ‘oRavErtun mano (rani ry 


“ guch severity ag-wo hava, ingurding a cha 
raoter'in Hindu. society of tho prosént:day,, 
against 1 not one of the reprosontatives. wharo- 
of we haye the slightést ill-feoling: Shouldj’ 
liowever, any of owr travelled Hindus feol 
themselves igenieved: by what wo havo gaid’ 

. of them,;porhaps they will be kind énough 
to favor ts with-such partioulars ag may 
show. wherein we have wronged them. ‘Till 
somo such vindication (if ab all possible) is 
made, wo foar wo miusb hold that the tra-, 
velled Hindu’ iavan. almost wabtorlytiseleas 

‘ » elattienit’t in Hindu aoviety except for pur~ 
“poses of ridicule ; that ho is as powerless for 
good (or, let us thankfully add, for ovil). 
Ynfluences on the bulk of the people asa 

" eabis to draw cannon; and that, therefore: 
it is anything bub advisable to havo the 
spociés largely incronsed, at all ovonts for: 
some time to come, ..” 





